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CHAFTER I

Esteblishment of the American Military Relief Organization

Section I: The Netherlands Disaster

1. The Flood Disaster

On Sunday, 1 February 1953, a disaster of major proportions struck
the southwest portion of the Netherlands. High tides, coupled with winds
of gale proportions, breached the protective dikes in numerous places
causing heavy flooding particularly in the provinces of Holland and
Zeeland, Most heavily hit by damaging waters and winds were the islands
in the southwest of the Netherlands, immediately off the northern coast
of Belgium., Early reports gave the impression that loss of life was not
severe, but indicated that heavy property damage had been inflicted and
and that the situation represented a national disaster of major propor-
tions.t By late afternoon it became evident that the loss of 1life would
be extensive, It was estimated that at least 1,000 victims had been
claimed by the flood waters. The complete disruption of commnications
in the disaster area made it impossible to obtain a true picture of the
situation,? Approximately seven hundred square miles of land, inhabited
by nearly a million people, were affectad by the high winds, high tides,

1cable 2 (SMC In 52 Feb), AMEMB (The Hague) to HICOG Bonn (64) and
CINCUSAREUR (2), 1 Feb 53. RESTRICTED. In USAREUR SGS Neth Relief file
(Incoming Cables), Tab I.

2Memo No. 1, 1 Feb 53, subs Telephone Call from 1% Col F. G.
McBride, MAAG Netherlands re Flood Disaster. UNCLASSIFIED, In jibid.
(Neth Relief Log), Tab I (Tab A).

o I



ircluded the ge't s of the Bhin ag, the nlahJ and the Schelde
letely flooded were the iﬁlandq of Goerce-Overflaklee, Schouven~
irecht, T‘lolein,1 and Noord Beveland. Arecs only partially
G the islands of Walcheren, Zuid BQVEl&nh, VcornaoPLudeny and
acent to the 1ﬂ¢end;n A1l of the areas included in the
rag?cn were west of the highway linking Antwarp, Breda, Utracht,
nd The Hapue. (Mep 1).

which resulited fro uwsrﬂua braf0h9 1 the dikes, The mozt
| 3
v

Recuest for U,S. Assicstance

=

U.S. Army, urop = (USAREUR), received official notification of the
» on 1 Febrvary from Mr, Selden Cheping U.S. Anmbscsador to the Nether-
yho infornm l tﬂ9 U.8. High Comnigsioner for Germany (HICOG) at the
a. Mr. C“rfl“ surgested that assgistance be offered by the American
; ¢ snd that USAREUR be alerted with 2 view to sending equipment if
7 ayv.l At 1520, 1 February, the USAREUR Duty Officer was nobified by
Lt. Col. F. G, MeBride of the Military Assistance Advisory Group (MAAG)
Netherlands, that the Netherlands Minister of Defense, Mr. C. Staf; had of-
11y requested s2id in combating the disaster from the MAAG Netherlands.
“gjzlde, upon the anthority of Colonel T. M. Crawford, Chief, Army
= ., MAAG Netherlands, In turn nessed this request for assistance to
USAREUR. Although Mr., Staef had submitted an exact specification of assi-
stance required in the form of persomnel and equipment, Colonel MeBride was
not in a position to relay this information in detail. He stated that engi-
nesr unite, possibly construction bsttalions or combat engineer battalions
if the former were not aveilable, were needed with their heevy equipment to
aid in the repair of the dikes, and boats were required to szesizt in the
evacuetion of personnel, MAAG Netherlands suggested that USAREUR take steps
to dispetch a group of competent engineer officers to the Netherlands immedi-
ately for Eeconnaissance purposes pending e detalled requegt for unite and
eguipment,

8] ’n
[51]

g
S

m

30.ble 081200Z (SMC In 1673 Feb), AMRO (The Hague) to CINCUSAREUR, 8
Feb 53, UNCIASSIFIED. In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab VIII.

4gable 2 (SMC In 52 Feb), AMEMB (The Hague) to HICOG Bonn (64) and
CINCUSAREUR (2), 1 Feb 53, RESTRICTED. In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab I.

5{(1) Memo No, 1, 1 Feb 53, sub: Telephone call from Lt Col F, G.
Meodride, MAAG Netherlands, re Flood Disaster, UNCLASSIFIED, In jtid. (¥eth
2lief log) Teb I (Tab A). (2) Csble 0114457 (SMC In 46 Feb), AMEMB (The
to CINCUSAREUR, 1 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Incoming Catles).
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3, Assumption of Respvongibility by U,S. European Comand

Although the request for assistance in the Netherlands had been
transmitted directly to USAREUR, the U.S. mililary agency in Europe
which would have to produce some of the units and equipment to parti-
cipate in the dissster relief werk, USAREUR was not authorized to zct
independently in this metter. Immediately after receiving the request
for acsistance from the MAAG Netherlands, USAREUR apprised the Head-
quarters, U.S. Buropeen Commanrd (US EUCOM), Duty Officer of the situva-
tion, requested instructions, and added tha®t USAREUR would take no
action until sueh instructions were forthcoming. AU the time of this
c211 %o Hesdquarters, US EUCOM, no information had bsen transmitted
to that headquarters by either the Ambassador to the Netherlands, or
by the chief of the MAAG Netherlands,© By 2100, 1 February, Mej. Gen.
R. K. Taylor, Chief of Staff, US EUCOM, notified Maj. Gen, E. T. Willlaums,
Chief of Staff, USAREUR, that he had been in touch with Maj. Gen. A. H.
Noble, Chief, MAAG Netherlands, and that the latter now fully understood
the cormand relationship., General Taylor stated that US EUCOM was
charging USAREUR with responsibility for providing assistance to the
Netherlands in the current disaster and that General Noble wss assuming
command of U.S. efforts inthe Netherlands pending the arrival of the
USAREUR reconnaissance party on the follewing day07 On 2 February,

US EUCOM reported to the Department of the Army as follows: (1) MAAG
Netherlands had cooperated with the Netherlands authorities from the
very beginning; (2) Lt. Gen, Manton S, Eddy, Commander in Chief, USAREUR,
had gone to The Hague with a party of U.S. military specialists for the
purpose of air recomnaissance of the disaster area; (3) medicel, air
rescue, and air-drop facilities had been alerted; (4) military units
congisting primasrily of engineer and signal personnel had been alerted
in USAREUR and were ready to move; and (5) in compliance with the desire
of the Netherlands that no premature movement of troops and equipment
be mede, alerted units were being withheld pending completion of recon-
naissance and determination of the requirements of the Netherlands,®

éMemo No. 2, 1 Feb 53, sub: Telephone Call, Col W. M. Vann, USAREUR
Asst DCOFS Opns, to Lt Col Spears, US EUCOM DO, 1545 1 Feb 53. UNCLASSI-
FIED., TIn ibid. (Neth Relief Log), Tab I (Tab A).

7(1) Telecon, RAdm R. F. Good, US EUCOM, J-3 and Maj Gen E, T.
Williems, USAREUR COFS, 1 Feb 53, UNCIASSIFIED. In ibid, (Neth Relief
Log), Teb I (Tab G). (2) Memo for red, sgd Maj Gen E. T. Williams,
USAREUR COFS, 2 Feb 53.. UNCIASSIFIED. In ibid. (Neth Relief log),

.+ Tabdy,. _. 21 s
« .o Bgable 021300% -(SMC In 100 Feb), US CINCEUR to COFSA, 2.Feb 53, UN-
CLASSIFIED, In ibid. (Incoming ecables), Teb II. . _



L. Assirnment of Mission tc Commander in Chief, USAREUR

ing the evering of 1 Fehruary, Genersl Tsylor notified General Williams

JS EUCCOH was cherging USAREUR with respeonsibility for providing assistance

he Netherlands during the current disaster pericd. and that General Eddy had
ignated to direct the relief cpsrations of all U.S. forces. General

tated thet General Eddy was authorized %to call on the Air Force and

‘or necessary assistance, He direcied thal a USAREUR reconnaissance tean

depzrt from Wieshzden Air Field at 0700, 2 Februery, in conjunction with a

group of Air Force exverts, for the purpose of meking a

and arriving at concrete recommend

bagis of information cobtained t

of Defense, General Taylor informed 21 Williame that the following types
of esgistance and services might be re

o guired of the U.S. forces: (a) geners-
tors and high cepacity water pumps; (b) zir-ses rescue, to be provided by U.S.
Air Forces in EBurope (USAFE); {c¢j supply by sir-drop in conjunction with USATE;-
(d) nevael assistance, poesibly in the form of small boats; (e] one engineer
conetruction group of three battalions with heavy equipment; (f) three engineer
dump truck companies; and (g) small boats and amphibious equipment.’ On the
morning of 2 Februsry, USAREUR notified the Depariment of the Army that General
Tddy had been designated by US EUCOM to direct all disaster relief assistance
accorded to the Netherlands by the U.5. Armed Forces and that General Eddy had
already departed for the Hetherlands., In addition; USAREUR informed the Depart.
nent of the Army that certain USAREUR units had been alerted and were ready to
depart for the Netherlands as soon ag called for by General Eddy after comple-
tion of his reconnaigsance miesion.-

i on-the-grousd survey
of assigtance. On the
Hoble from the N¥etherlands HMinister

4

mn e =
4 UL DU LAVl

5, BState Department Functions

In his eable of 1 February tc the U.8., High Commisgsion for Germany and to
USAREUR, the U.S. Ambessador tc the Netherlands recommended that both the Secre-
tary of State and the President of the United Staies send immediate messages of
sypathy to the Queen of the Netherlands. He suggested that Mr. Harold Stassen,
Director of the Mutusl Security Agency (MSA), and Mr. John Foster Dulles, Secre-~
tary of State, who were at thalt time atitending a conference in Paris, authorize
immediete use of counterpart funds for direct relief purpcses in the Nether-
lande.tl The U.S. Embassy at The Hague, unable to contact the Paris Embassy by

e

Nemo for red, sgd Maj Gen B, T, Williams, USAREUR COFS, 2 Feb 53. UN-
CIASSIFIED. In ibid. (Neth Relief Log), Tab I (Tab J).

10¢eple 8-1759, CINCUSAREUR to COFSA, 2 Feb 53. RESTRICTED. In ibid,
{Outzoing Cables), Teb I. '

llgagble 2 (SMC In 52 Fsb), AMEMB {The Hague) to HICOG Bonn (64) and
CINCUSAREUR (2), 1 Feb 53. RESTRICTED. In ibid. {Incoming Cables), Tab I.



telephone, requested USAREUR to forward a message to the Paris Embassy,l2
substantially as follows: (a) the Ambassador to the Netherlands requested
authority to use counterpart funds for direct relief purposes; (b) the
Ambassador recommended that the Secrstary of State dispatch a message to
the President of the United States urging him to send a message of sympathy
to the Queen of the Netherlands; (¢) the Ambassador informed the Secretary
of State that he had already requested assistance from the American Red
Cross; and (d) the Netherlands Government, through the medium of the U.S.
Ambassgador, had requested assistance from the U.S. Armed Forces.,® In
addition to forwarding this message to the U.S. Embassy in Paris, USAREUR
kept HICOG officials in Bonn informed on the situation because the relief
operations also affected the Germen Federsl Government.l4 It soon became
evident that HICOG approval and cooperation would be necessary for certain
operations. The best units immediately available to USAREUR for evacua-
“tion and rescue work were amphibious truck companies manned by German labor
service personnel. The only other such units operated by U.S. military
personnel were located in the Base Section of the USAREUR Communications
Zone, too far removed from the Netherlands to be of immediate assistence.
Inasmuch as the movement of German labor service personnel outside the con-
fines of Germany might give rise to serious objections by the government
of the German Federal Republie, USAREUR inquired of HICOG whether it had
any particular objections to this course of action. HICOG thereupon as-
acumed responsibility for informing the German Federal Government of the
action taken and agreed to inform USAREUR immediately if any serious ob-
jections were raised

12Memo No. 4, 1655 1 Feb 53, sub: Telephone call from Mr. Trimble,
U.S. Embassy, The Hague. UNCIASSIFIED, 1In ibid. (Neth Relief Log),
Tab I (Teb A).

13(1) Memo for red, sgd Col W, M, Vann, USAREUR Asst DCOFS Opns, 1
Feb 53, UNCIASSIFIED. In ibid. (Neth Relief Log), Tab I (Tab B). (2)
Ceble SX-1758, CINCUSAREUR to AMEMB (Paris), 2 Feb 53. RESTRICTED, In
ibid. - (Outgoing Cables), Tab I. :

1iMemo for red, sgd Col W. M. Vann, USAREUR Asst DCOFS Opns, 1 Feb
53, UNCIASSIFIED. In jibid. (Neth Relief Log), Tab I (Tab C).

157elecon, Col J. C. Dalrymple, USAREUR Asst DCOFS Opns, to Mr. J.

Davies, HICOG, 2040 2 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In jbid. (Neth Relief Log),
Tab I1 (Tab E.



Section II: Initial Plenning

6. USAREUR-USAFE Reconnaissance

US EUCCM wes informed by General Noble on the evening of 1 February that
the lietherlands® authorities desired a joint reconnaissance trip with a U.S.
team dispatched for that purpose and that they desired to follow up this trip
with a conference of the offiecials involved. The Netherlands authorities
algo requested that USAREIR gove no personnel or equipment until after these
actions had been completed.l® Since US EUCOM had already directed USAREUR
to dispetch a reconnaissance team in conjunciion with a USAFE team to make
an on-the-spot survey of the situation, and to meke concrete recormendations
for provision of assgistance, there remained only the necessity of coordina-
ting the activities of this USAREUR team with the appropriate Netherlands
oiflelaa_w Earlier in the evening US EUCOM had requested USAREUR to furnish
a recomnaissance party consisting of personnel who had had some experience
in relief operations. Brig, Gen. F. J. Brown, Deputy Chief of Staff for
Opsrationsi US EUCOM, suggested that the party include medical and engineer
personnel, US EUCCM mede arrangements with MAAG Netherlands to meet this
team at Skipol Airport near Amsterdam and to have the appropriate Netherlands
officials on hand for consultation. General Noble, Chief of MAAG Netherlands,
announced that he would be on hand to meet the team and that he would be ac-
companied by Lt. Gen. Buurman Van Vreeden, Commanding General of the Nether-
lands Territorial Command, Colonel De Wolf, Chief of Engineers of the Royal
Netherlands Army, and Mr. Van Veen, Director of the Lower Rivers Rijkswater-
staat (National Waterways Authority).l 18 Us EUCOM also made the necessary
arrangaments with USAFE to furnish a C=47 plane for the recomnaissance party
and to provide a group of Alr Foree experts in air rescue and evacuation to
round out the team., This plane was scheduled to depart Wiesbaden Air Base
at 0700, 2 February, and to arrive at Skipol Alrport near Amsterdam at 0730, 19
The USAREUR party consisted of the following officers:; ILt. Gen, M. S. Eddy,
Commander in Chief, USAREUR; Brig. Gem. R. G. Gard, Deputy Chief of Staff for

16Telecon, RAdm R. F, Good, US EUCOM J=3, with Ma] Gen E, T. Williams,
USAREUR COFS, 2140 1 Feb 53, UNCIASSIFIED. In ibid. (Neth Relief ILog),
Tab I (Tab G).

17Pelecon, Brig Gen F. J. Brown, US EUCOM DCOFS Opns, with Col W. M.
Vann, USAREUR Asst DCOFS Opns, 1820 1 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED., In ibid. (Neth
Relief Log), Tab I (Tab D),

18Telecon, RAdm R. F. Good, US EUCCM, with Maj Gen E, T. Willians,
USAREUR COFS, 2140 1 Feb 53, UNCIASSIFIED. In ibid. (Neth Relief Log),
Teb I (Tab G).

19USAREUR SGS memo for red, 1 Feb 53, UNCIASSIFIED., In jbid. (Neth
Relief Log), Teb I (Tab E).
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Operations, USAREUR; Maj. Gen. W. H., Middleswart, USAREUR Quartermaster;
Reer Admiral H. E. Orem, Commander, U.S. Naval Forces, Germany; Capt.

W. C. Hughes, Jr., Assistant Chief of Staff for Plans and Operaticns,

U.S, Neval Forces, Germsny; Col, D. C. Tredemnnick, Deputy Assistant Chief
of Staff, G=3, USAREUR; Col. L., F. Wells, Jr., Deputy Assistant Chief of
Staff, G=4, USAREUR; Col., L. W. Olmstead, USAREUR Deputy Chief Engineer;
It. Col. K, H. Bayer, Chief, Movements Seection, G-4 Division, USAREUR;

Lt. Col. T. J. Brett, Chief, Operations Branch, Publie Information Divi-
sion, USAREUR; Lt. Col. T. C. Fitzgerald, Aide de Camp to General Eddy;
Maj. C. R. Lewis, Mediecal Division, USAREUR; and Capt. G. W. Keyes,
Engineer Division, USAREUR., USAFE was represented by two air evacustion
experts, one air-gez rescue expert and one air drop expert, as follows:
Col. B, B. Smythe; L%, Col. L. Kossuth; Capt. H. Sehmaltz; and Lt. R. L.
MeNeal.?C MAAG Netherlands was raquested by US EUCOM to provide expedi-
tious trensportation for this teem and to make all other necessary arrange-
ments, US EUCOM elso impressed upon MAAG Netherlands the necessity for
expediting a clear esstimete of the situation as a basis for the determina-
tion of requirements by the reconnaissance team, so that the units and
equipment whieh had been alerted in USAREUR and USAFE eould begin their
move into the Netherlands.?l

7. Joint Conferenee at The Hague

Immediately after the completion of the reconnaissance trip over the
disaster area, a comprehensive study of the situation was made at a joint
conference of the military representatives of the United States and the
military and civilian officials of the Netherlands who were responsible
for the disaster relief operations. The meeting was presided over by Lt.
Gen. Buurman Van Vreeden, and was attended by members of the General Steff
of the Royal Netherlands Army and the civilian officials of both the Pro-
vinciale Waterstaat (Provincial Waterwsys Authority) and the national
Rijkswaterstaat. The United States was represented by the USAREUR and
USAFE officers of the reconnaissance party, members of the MAAG Nether-
lands staff, and representatives of the service attaches of the U.S.
Embassy in The Hague., General Van Vreeden emphasized that the over-all
direction, contrecl, and coerdination of the relief cperations were in the

20(1) Memo for red, sgd Maj Gen E. T. Williams, USAREUR COFS, 2 Feb
53, UNCIASSIFIED. In ibid. (Neth Relief Log), Tab I (Tab J). (2)
Telecon, Maj Gen E. T, Williams, USAREUR COFS, with Maj Gen T. H. Landon,
USAFE COFS, 2247 1 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Neth Relief log),
Teb I, (3) Cable S6-11649, CINCUSAREUR to C/MAAG Neth, 2 Feb 53, UN-
CIASSIFIED. In ibid. (Outgoing Cables), Tab I,

21ceble 012046Z (SMC In 53 Feb), US CINCEUR to MAAG Neth, 1 Feb 53,
UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Outgoing Cables), Tab I.



hands of the Netherlands civilian authorities with the military forces, both
Netherlands and Allied, rendering assistance only as requested.22

a8, Assistance Desired by the Netherlands. The conference made it clear
thet the most urgent immedizte requirements of the Netherlands were the eva-
cuation of pecple from the danger area and the repair of communications in the
di=aster area. Mr. Van Veen, Director of the Rijkswaterstaat and senior civil-
ian rapresentative at the conference, sztated that it was imperative that both
DUKH’&QB and helicopters be employed as scon as possible. In addition, sand-
bags were vitzlly nesded for emergency repairs of the £ifty to eighiy breaches
in the dike syctem reported by reconnsaissance of the area., Lt. Col. Van De
Wall Bake, Aszistant Chief of Staff, G-4, Royal Netherlands Army, stressed the
need for immediate agelgtunce from the U,S. forces and requested the provision
of DUKW's, rubher boats, and other light self-propelled craft; light aircraft
and helicopters %o aid in the rescue operations; and heavier aireraft to para-
chute help to the flood victims, Both HMr. Van Veen and Colonel De Wolf, Chief
Engineer, Royzsl Netherlands Army, explained that there was no immediate need
for the use of U.S. engineer troops but that en urgent requirement did exist
for drinking water and lighting equipment. Both concluded that the Netherlands
could be most effectively aided by the provision of pumps, pogzr plants, water
purification equipment; and searchlight and floodlight units.

b. Agsurance of American Aid. General Eddy, as commander of the U.S.
relief effort in the Netherlands, sgreed during the conference to send all
possible aid from the U.S. forces in Europe. In regard to the Netherlands re-
quest for DUKW!s, it was quickly determined that at least three DUKW companies
were svailable nearby in Germany and that two of these companies could arrive
in the Netherlands within twenty-four hours, With regard to airecraft, General
Eddy announced that he would dispatch the requested helicopters and light liaison
planes from USAREUR and that USAFE would furnish the necessary cargo planes for
paradrop operations, In addition, General Eddy stated he would send whatever
engineering aid he could, but indiceted that the requested equipment was avail-
able only in small amounts and thet USAREUR possessed no searchlight units.
Finally the American conferecs arranged to send the maximum numbers of sandbags

22Neth National Sector memo, G-3/448, 2 Feb 53, sub: Minutes of the
Meeting Held on 2 February 1953 at 14C0 hours st the Princess Juliana Barracks,
The Hague, on U.S. Forces Flood Emergency Relief for the Netherlands, UNCIASSI-
FIED. 1In ibid., (Neth Relief Iog), Tab III (Tab I-1).

23DUKW s are amphibious trucks, 2i-ton, cargo.

24Neth Nationsl Sector memo, G=3/448, 2 Feb 53, sub: Minutes of the Meeting
Held on 2 February 1953 at 1400 hours at the Princess Jullana Barracks, The Hague,
on U.5. Forces Flood Emergency Relief for The Netherlands, UNCLASSIFIED. In
USAREUR SGS Neth Relief File (Neth Relief Iog), Tab II (Tab I-1).



end short-handled shovels that could be spared by USAREUR.2

8, General Eddy's Decision on Requirements

Once the requirements of the Netherlands had been made known to General
Eddy and his staff, he was able to transmit to USAREUR hesdqusrters his
decisions as to troop units and equipment to be employed. General Eddy
desiznated the 39th Engineer Construction Group to constitute the field
headquarters at Breda for the relief operations in the Netherlands and
requested that an advance party of that organizatiom be flowm to the Nether-
lands as soon as possible, This party was to consist of the commanding
officer or his executive officer, & minimm of two S3 officers, two S84 of-
ficers, and approximately four clerical personnel. He also directed that a
provisional air division, consisbting of six helicopters and twelve to fif-
teen 1-19's be dispatched to the ajr field at Gilze-Rijen, located approxi-
mately ten miles to the east of Brede. Because of their proximity to the
Netherlands USAREUR decided to employ two DUKW companies manned by German
lsbor service personmnel subject to approval by HICOG and the German Federal
Republics In addition, an engineer dump truck company was requested to
transport 300,000 sendbags and 50,000 short-handled shovels needed for re-
pair work on the dikes, Finally it was requested that the 17th Signal
Operations Battalion be alerted to fulfill Zhe communications needs of the
headquarters and units in the Netherlends.2

‘9, Establishment of Temporary USAREUR Hesdquarters at The Hague

The USAREUR Reconnaissance Team which had accompanied General Eddy on
the preliminary inspection trip of the Netherlands disaster area conteined
representatives of the staff divisions and other officers who could make
up & temporary command post to handle the operations in the Netherlands
vending establishment of an organizational headquarters. In the conference
of 2 February, General Eddy had ennounced that he and his staff were pre-
pered to remain in the Netherlands at the invitation of the Netherlands
Government until a temporary command post was established and functioning
smoothly at The Hague as an American military relief mission. Since the
required troops would not arrive in the Netherlands before the morning of
3 February it :was not necessary to esteblish the proposed command post im-
mediately. The skeleton organization could function until USAREUR officlal-
ly established the American Military Reldief Organization (AMRO).?7

25Ibid.

26Telecon, Lt Gen M. S. Bddy, CINCUSAREUR, and Brig Gen R. G. Gard,
USAREUR DCOFS Opns, with Maj Gen E. T. Williams, USAREUR COFS, 1615 2 Feb
53, UNCIASSIFIED., In USAREUR SGS Neth Relief file (Neth Relief Log),
Teb I (Tab A-1).
270able (Unnumbered) (SMC In 206 Feb), AMEMB (The Hague) from USIS to
?tate Department, 1018 2 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Incoming Cables),
Tab I).
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10. Decision to Cperate under Duteh Militsry Administration

Since the Netherlande military were operating under the dirsction of

the civilian zovernment agency known as the Rijkswaterstaat, General Eddy
concluded that the American forces to be uvsed in disaster relief would not
operate independently but would merely supnlement the efforts of the Nether-
lends military., The decision wae thereupon made to integrate the U.S. foreces
to be employed with the Netherlands military organization, thus eliminating
the poseibility of duplication of effort. In developing the mission of the

nerican forces in the disester relief operation, Generzl Eddy steted clearly
Tthet the Americen forces would e present in the Netherlends merely to aug-
ment the efforts ¢f the Netherlands military, who in turn were subordinate

to the suthority of the eivilien Rijkswaterstast, and that only those ele-
mente and supplies would be furnished by the American forces which were
necessary for this purpose.?

11. Headquarters USAREUR Plsnning

Following the deeision of General Eddy to initiate all relief measures
es quickly as possible and the determination of the assistance required by
the Netherlands, responsibility for moving troop units forward as requested,
end for providing logistical and technical service support as required, de-
volved upon Headquarters, USAREUR. Planning for this operation was governed
hy the following specific instructions issued to the USAREUR staff divisions
by General Williams as USAREUR Chief of Staff, Messages to General Eddy's
group should be sent in the clear to facilitate communications., Information
for the movement of unite was to be forwarded as rapidly as possible to insure
that the unite would be met at Vught, the Netherlands, which was establiched
as the initial contact point with the Netherlands' representatives for all
units. Staff divisions were cautioned not to initiate shipments without pre-
vious requests from General Eddy's steff in the Netherlands. Care was to he
exercised to avoid shipping excess supplies and personnel, and requirements
were to be figured as closely as possible. All technical services were in-
structed to make certain that signatures were obtained for all supplies shipped
in order to permit later accounting. USAREUR G-4 was responsible for screening
all requests for rail movement and USAREUR G-3 for screening all requests for
units.*? General planning for the relief operations was begun by USAREUR on

28(1) Telecon, Lt Gen M. S, Bddy, CINCUSAREUR, with Maj Gen E. T.
Williems, USAREUR COFS, 1615 2 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED., In ibid. (Neth Relief
Log), Tab I, (2) Cable 081200 Z (SMC In 1673 Feb), AMRO (The Hague) to
CINCUSAREUR, 8 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. {(Inceming Cables), Tab VIII.

29(1) Instructions of the USAREUR COFS to USAREUR Staff Officers, 3 Feb
53, UNCLASSIFIED, 1In ibid. (Neth Relief log), Teb III (Tab F-1), (2) Memo
for red, sgd Cel J. C. Dalrymple, USAREUR Acst DCOFS Opns, 3 Feb 53. UNCLASSI-
FIED. In ibid. (Neth Relief Log), Tab II (Tab F),
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the evening of 1 February 1953, before General Eddy and his reconnaissance
party departed for The Hague. General Willlams called a staff meeting in
his office at 2130, 1 February, which was attended by the following members
of the USAREUR staeff: Rear Admiral H. E. Orem, Commaender, U.S5. Naval Forces,
Germany: Brig. Gen. R. G. Gard, Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations; Col.
D. C. Tredennick, Deputy Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3; Brig. Gen. F. A,
Henning, Assistant Chief of Staff, G-4; Maj. Gen. G. B. Denit, USAREUR Sur-
geons Maj. Gen. W. H. Middleswart, USAREUR Quartermaster; and Col. L. W,
Olmstead, Deputy USAREUR Engineer. As a result of this conference General
Williams issued orders that USAREUR be vprepared to ship medicsl supplies,
blankets, rations,; cots, generators; yater pumps, or any other equipment
called for, immediately upon request.

a. Alerting of Troop Units. Immediately after this conference General
Williams issued the first alert orders for troop units which might expect
to see duty in the disaster relief operations. The following USAREUR and
Seventh Army troop units were placed on a two=hour alert basis for possible
movement to the Netherlands: (1) the 39th Engineer Construction Group
(USAREUR) eonsisting of the 354th Engineer Construction Battalion, 406th
Engineer Construction Battalicn, 334th Engineer Dump Truck Company, and the
attached 795th Engineer Dump Truck Company; (2) The 1279th Engineer Combat
Battalion, and 373d Panel Bridge Company (Seventh Army). In addition, the
17th Siﬁnal Operations Battalion (USAREUR) was placed on a stand-by alert
bagis,’l The following morning, 2 February, USAREUR G-3 added to the list
of alerted units in order to comply with US EUCOM?s listed requirements for
small boats and emphibious equipment. The 458th and 460th Transportation
Amphibious Truck Companies and the 8lst Engineer Boat Company of the USAREUR
Communicaetions Zone, were placed on a two-hour alert status for possible
movement to the Netherlands. At the same time the 497th Signal Photo Service
Compaeny was_alerted in order to give full picture coverage to disgster relief
activities.?? On 3 February six of the units which had not yet been put on
movement orders for the Netherlands were removed from the two=hour alert
status and placed on a forty-eight hour alert basis, These six uniis were
the three engineer construction battalions, the engineer boat company, and
the two amphibious truck companies. The engineer construetion battalions
were not needed in the Netherlands because of the decision that the U.S.
forces would take no part in rehabilitation work. The other units belonged
to the USAREUR Communications Zone (COMZ) and could not be transported to

30Memo for red, sgd Maj Gen E. T. Williams, USAREUR COFS, 2 Feb 53,
UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Neth Relief Log), Tab I (Tab J).

311bid.

32(1) Cable SX-1763, CINCUSAREUR to US CINCEUR, 2 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED.
In USAREUR SGS Neth Relief file (Outgoing Cables), Tab I. (2) Memo for recd,
sgd Col W. M, Vamnn, USAREUR Asst DCOFS Opns, 2 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid.
(Neth Relief Log), Tab I (Tab K).
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the Netherlands in time to be of any immediate sssistance.3? On the morning
of 5 February all USAREUR units already alerted on a two-~hour_basis but not
yet dispatched were placed on a forty-eight hour alert basis . %

b, Dispatch of Troop Units and Equipment. In response to General
Eddy's request of 2 February for troop units and equipment, USAREUR immedi-
ately dispatched certain of the units which had been placed on an alert
status the orevious evening. The largest category dispatched were engineer
troops consisting of: (a) an advance party from the 39th Engineer Construc-
tion Group with a total strength of ten; (b) the 8540th and 85423 Engineer
Amphibious Truek Companies (labor service DUKW companies), and the 79724
Labor Supervision Center; (c) the 795th Engineer Dump Truck Company, aug-
mented for this oceasion; and (d) the 1279th Engineer Combat Battalion, with
a total of thirty-five water points., Transportation units dispatched con-
sisted of a detachment of three sedans of the 519th Transportation Car Company
for use at The Hague, and 2 detachment of the 35th Transportation Army Air-
craft Maintenance (TAAM) Company to perform first echelon maintenance on the
USAREUR aircraft to be used in the operations. The 42d Ordnance Medium Auto-
motive Maintenance (MAM) Company was directed to provide first echelon mainte-
nance for all vehicles used in the Netherlands. The 17th Signal Operations
Battalion was dispatched on specific request by Genersl Eddy. A provisional
air division, consisting of eight helicopters, fifteen 1-19's, and two L-20's
was formed from USAREUR and Seventh Army unlts and dispatched to Gilze-Rijen
Lir Fi{eld for rescue and evacuation operations. Finally USAREUR dispatched a
detachment of the 7738th European Exchange System (EES) Group to provide
mobile post exchange (PX) and mobile snack ber service for American personnel
engaged in relief operations.35 The following equipment and supplies were
immediately forwarded to the disaster area by USAREUR: 300,000 sendbags;
10,000 short-handled shovels; six 3,000-gallon canvas tanks; 200 parachutes
with lashings and containers; 30,000 bottles of halazone teblets and 50,000
calecium hypochloride ampules; and rubber life rafts from USAFE stocks.36

33Ccable 0320152 (SMC In 474 Feb), AMRO (The Hague) to CINCUSAREUR, 3 Feb
53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab III.

34Cable 0507302 (SMC In 930 Feb), AMRO. (The Hague) to CINCUSAREUR, 5 Feb
53, UNCIASSIFIED. In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab V.

35Cable SC-11765, CINCUSAREUR to US CINCEUR, 3 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In
ibid, (Outgoing Cebles), Tab II.,

36(1) Cable SC-11766, CINCUSAREUR to US CINCEUR, 3 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED.
In ibid. (Outgoing Cables), Tab II, (2) Cable-PRO 986 (SMC In 140 Feb),
USAREUR QM Pur Off (The Hague) to CINCUSAREUR, 2 Feb 53. UNCIASSIFIED. In
ibid, (Incoming Cables), Tab II.



General Matthew B. Ridgway at Gilze-Rijen Airport near Breda with Col. E. W. Niles, Commanding
Officer of the 3%th Engineer Construction Group.






Section III: The Aperican Military Relief Orsanizetion (AMRO)

12. Esteblishment of AMRO

In accordance with General Eddy’s announced intention of establishing
a temporary comuand post at The Hague, Headquarters, AMRO, Lt. Gen. Manton
S. Eddy commanding, was established in the Princess Julianz Kaserne, The
Hague, at 0800, 3 Februery 1953, To facilitate commmications between thie
temporary hesdguarters at The Hsgue and USAREUR headquarters in Heidelberg,
a direct Red Line ielephone circuit between the two headguarters was esta-
blished the same day. Upon establishment of the command post, General Eddy
announced that AMRO would continue its work with_the Duich suthorities until
the gravest aspects of the situation had passedagr?

a, Mission and Functions. In developing the mission of AMRO; General
Eddy emphesized thet American forces would assist the Netherlands military
in their relief efforts and that the main concern of AMRO was with rescue
and evacuation operations rather than rehebilitation. In practice it was
difficult tc determine the extent of rescue and relief work since what ap-
peared to American engineer troops as rehabilitation projects were essenti-
ally rescue operations. Eventually the mission of AMRO was reduced by
General Eddy to the following simple phrase, "To assist the Netherlands
Armed Foreces in evacuation and relief of suffering caused by the flood." 9
On 7 February, General Matthew B, Ridgway, Supreme Allied Commander Europe
(SACEUR) and Commander in Chief, U.S. Buropean Command (US CINCEUR), in-
formed his component commanders--Cormander in Chief, U.S. Army, Europe
(CINCUSAREUR); Commaender in Chief, U.S. Air Forces in Europe (CINCUSAFE);
and Commander in Chief, U.S. Neval Forces, Eastern Atlantic and Mediter-
renean (CINCNEIM)=~that the U.S, mission in the Netherlands was solely that
of eaving life. Since he did not consider general rehabilitation work a
part of the mission of the U.S. Armed Forces in the Netherlands, he directed
that all requests for general rehabilitation work by American forees, as
distinguished from such initial work as might be necessary or desirable to

37(1) Cable PRO-1018 (SMC In 342 Feb), QM Proc Ctr (Frankfurt) to
CINCUSAREUR, 3 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab III.
(2) Cable (Unnumbered) (SMC In 206 Feb), AMEMB (The Hague) from USIS %o
State Dept, 1018 2 Feb 53, UNCIASSIFIED, 1In ibid. (Incoming Cables),

Tab II.

38Telecon, Lt Gen M, S. Eddy, CINCUSAREUR, and Brig Gen R. G. Gard,
USAREUR DCOFS Opne, with Maj Gen E. T. Williams, USAREUR COFS, 1615 2 Feb
53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Neth Relief Log), Tab I (Tab K).

39Cable 131006Z (SMC In 2906 Feb), AMRC (The Hague) to CINCUSAREUR for
G=3, 13 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED., In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab XIII.

=



_ el e g i _ g : 4O
save or preserve life, he denied except under unususl eircunstences, On
the following dayr US EUC fie Apmy thet the
following functione were being irned Forces in the
Netherlands: (1) continuation he Netherlands military in
refcue, evacuation, and relief completion of thatl phase
of the coperations, 2nd (2) cont ance tc the Retherlands
military in effecting emergency mely temporary work might

prevent renewed extensions of the

bo Urf:niZlTiqn

o Ro G. Gard,
ad the nofit*on of Chie
ing zsnder of U,S. relief
operations in ands, US UHCM” had aut orized hin to call upon the
component cormonds EUCOM for necessary assictence. Aheecordingly the
Newy end Alr Force experts who had accompanied General Fddy on the recon-
nziusence irip fermed the mueled of the Nevy and Alr sections of the AMRO
taff, The epeciel stsff under the chiefl of staff conteined only a public
inlormation section and liaison sections for MAAG Netherlande and the Nether-
lands Army. Originslly the general staff contained only G=3 and G-4 seetions
vhile the technical gervicec were represented by er“-nﬁer, cignel, guarter-
mzsber, and medical gections. (See Chart 1.) A G-1 section, and trensporta-
tion end ordnance sections of the technical service staff, were to be added
subsequently,

Deputy Chisf of

of Staff, AMRC.

¢, Eeteblishment of Fjeld Headquarters. To carry out the necessary
coordination of ground units in the rescue end evacvaition operations it was
decided to esteblich a field headquarters in the town of Breda located near
the disaster area, This field headquarters, staffed by the 39th Engineer
Construction Group, opsrated under AMRO headquarters and received its orders
from the Dutch military evthorities at 2 level comparable to an area command >~
General Eddy msde arrangements with the Netherlands military authorities for
the field headouerters to be housed in the Chessee Kaserne in Breda, An ad-
vence party of the 39th Engineer Construction Group consisting of ten persons

£0Carle ALO-118 (SMC In 1585 Fob), USMR SHAPE to US CINCEUR, 7 Feb 53,
CORFIDENTIAL. In ibid. (Ircoming Ozbles), Teb VII.

4lCable 0818142 (SMC In 1699 Peb), US EUCOM to COFSA, & Feb 53, UNCIASSI-
FIED, In ibid, (Incoming Cables), Tab VIII.

42(1) Telecon, Lt Gen M. S. Eddy, CINCUSAREUR, and Brig Gen R. G, Gerd,
USAREUR DCOFS Opns, with Maj Gen E. T, Williame, USAREUR COFS, 1615 2 Feb 53,
UNCIASSIFIED. 1In ibid. (Neth Relief Iog), Tsb I. (2) Mbma, USAREUR SGS to
US EUCOM J-3, 7 Feb 53, sub: Summary of Holland Operations, UNCLASSIFIED.
In ibid. (Neth Relief Log), Tab VII.
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under the comnand of Colonel E. W, Files, Group Commander, was
transported by air from Echterdlnﬂen Ajir Field, Stuttgart, Germany,
to Valkenburg Air Field near The Hegue early on the morning of 3
Februa 3o43 As of 2200, 3 February, AMRO headquarters was able to
report to USAREUR that the field headquarters had been established
at Breda and that the 39th Engineer Construction Group was then
arranging for the transportation of asdditional persomnel and some
equipment from the group's permanent headquarterﬂ in Karlsruhe,
Germany (Charts 2 and 3),

13; Desicna tion of Fey AMRO Peraanﬂel

General Eddvﬁs duties as CINCUSAREUR necessitated his return to
Heidelberg, Germeny, even though he 211l retained over-all command
of the Netherlends relief operations. On the afternoon of 2 February,
General Eddy informed General Wllllams that he desired that a capable
organizer be selected, able to take over the actual command of AMRO
at The Hague. He also desired the selection of an officer to replace
General Gsrd as chief of staff. The remainder of the staff would stay
at The Hague until such time as the _chiefs of the various USAREUR staff
divisions desired to replace them.

a. Commender, Within a few hours after General Eddy's request,
Brig. Gen. Raleigh R. Hendrix, Seventh Army Artillery Officer, was
selected to take command of AMRO. General Hendrix was on & train bound
for Bremerhaven to meet an antiaireraft artillery battalion enroute from
the United States. The Seventh Army concurred in his appointment, and
he was notifieg to report as quickly as possible to The Hague to relieve
General BEddy.4® on 3 February, General Williams informed General EJ
that General Hendrix would arrive at The Hague late that afterncon.

b, Staff Officers. When General Hendrix was designated as command-
ing general of AMRO, the decision was made to appoint Col. D. C. Treden-
nick, G-3 of Genersl Eddy's original AMRO staff, as= the Chief of Staff,

43Cable 8C-11765, CINCUSAREUR to US CINCEUR, 3 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED,

In ibid. (Outgoing Cables), Tab II.
able (Unnumbered) (SMC In 518 Feb), AMRO (The Hague) to CINCUSAREUR,

3 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab III.

45Telecon, Lt Gen M, S, Bddy, CINCUSAREUR, at The Hague, with Ma]
Gen E. T. Williams, USAREUR COFS, 1615 2 Feb 53. UNCIASSIFIED, In ibid.
(Neth Relief Log), Tab I (Tab A-l).

46Interv, M¢. J. R. Moenk, USAREUR Hist Div, with Cept J. A, Rasmmussen,
Admin Asst to USAREUR COFS, 18 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED,

4Trelecon, Maj Gen E. T. Williams, USAREUR COFS, with Lt Gen M. S,
Eddy, CINCUSAREUR, at The Hague, 1120 3 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid.
(Neth Relief log), Tab I (Tab A~1),
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AMRO. On the morning of 3 February, the same day that AMRO headquarters

was officially established, General Williams directed the USAREUR staff
divisions to plan to set up a comprehensive staff for the headquarters at
The Hague., USAREUR G-3 Division was charged with responsibility for age
sembling and moving the personnel selected by the respective staff divisionse
The AMRO headquarters was to have the following personnel: (a) one G-3
officer; (b) one G-4 officer; (c) one transportation officer; (d) one public
Information officer; (e) one medical staff officer; (f) one adjutant general
officer with authority for issuing orders; (g) one quartermaster officer;
(h) one ordnance maintenance officer; (i) two engineer officers; and (j) one
signal officer. In addition the USAREUR Judge Advocate was directed to send
an officer to the Netherlands to check on claims procedures and other mat-
ters and the Chief, Historiczl Division, USAREUR, was directed by the Deputy
Chief of Staff for Operations tc provide an historical officer for the AMRO
staff, Each staff section, vas reminded thst it was responsible for fur-

nishing the necessary clerical personnel for its elements of the AMRO staff
(Chart 4).48

48Instructions of the USAREUR COFS to the USAREUR Staff Officers, 3 Feb
53. UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid. (Neth Relief lLog), Tab III (Tab F).
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CHAPTER II

Fisld Operations

14, U.8., Forces Participating

- The U.S, military forces actuslly participating in relief activities
in the Netherlands during the period of the emergency included members of
all three services, -

8., Army Units. Army units represented completely or partiaelly in-
cluded the 39th Engineer Construction Group, 7972d Labor Supervision
Center, 8540th Engineer Amphibious Truck Company (ISU), 85423 Engineer
Amphibious Truck Company (LSU), 1279th Engineer Combat Battalion, 795th
Engineer Dump Truck Company, 5th Mobile Army Surgical Hospital, Seventh
Army Provisional Air Detachment, 8th Tramsportation Traffic Regulating
Group, 540th Quartermaster Subsistence Supply Company, 436th Quartermaster
Bath Company, 53lst Quartermaster Petroleum Supply Company; 557th Quarter-
master Aerial Supply Company, 42d Ordnance Medium Automotive Maintenance
Company, 35th Transportation Army Aircraft Maintenance Company, 17th
Signal Battalion (Operations), 317th Signal Construction Battalion, 39th
Signal Support Battalion, 497th Signal Photo Company, 53d Army Postal =
Unit, and the 4lst Finance Disbursing Section, Additional supporting
elements and detachments included personnel from the 334th Engineer Dump
Truck Company, 14024 Engineer Combat Battalion, 5th Engineer Combat Bat-
talion, 406th Engineer Construction Battalion, 109th Engineer Combat
Battalion, 17th Armored Engineer Battalion, 5524 Engineer Ponton Bridge
Company, 547th Engineer Combat Battalion, 332d Engineer Topographic
Company, 317th Engineer Combat Battalion, 2934 Engineer Construction Bat-
talion, 77th Engineer Construction Battalion, 4th Enzineer Combat Bat-
talion, lst Engineer Combat Battalion, 311th Engineer Construction Group,
519th Transportation Car Company, and the 7738th European Exchange
System (EES) Group,



Pabile 1--location of AMRD Units in tha Nethe
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40th Troop Carrier Squadron
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b, Navy Units. The U.8, Navy was represented by a detachment from
the Rhire River Patrol consisting of one LOU and one LCR later joined by
two patrol boats, and was under the comwand of Lt, Cdr. T. M. Griffin,

¢, Air Force Units. U.S. Air Force units represented in the
Netherlands relief forees included the 39th Troop Carrier Squadron, LOth
Troop Carrier Sguadron, 41st Troop Carrier Squadron, 12th Air Rescue
Group, 9th Air Rescue Group, 69th Alr Rescue Squadron, 68th Air Rescus
Squadron, and the 517th Troop Carrier Wing, A sigral detachment eonsist-
ing of one warrant officer and ten enlislted men from Allied Air Forces,
Central Furope (AAFCE), manned a telephone switehboard in Sevenbergen,
the Netherlands.l The location of the various units is shown in Map 2
and Table 1,

d. Total Strencth, The personnel strength of AMRO increased from
an initial strength of 12 officers and enlisted men on 2 February to a
peak strength of 2,211 on 12 Februsry.? Staff and operational units
were the first arrivals on 3 and 4 February with support units arriving
on 4y, 5 and 6 February, Table 2 constitutes a summary of the daily
strength reports. ' .

Section I: Rescue ard Evacuation, 2 - 7 February

15, Air Rescue and Supply

a, Initial Relief Activities, The first relief activities under-
taken by the U.S. military forces in the Netherlands were those of air
rescue and emergency drop missions. Supervision over the first air
activity was established by U.S. Air Force (USAF) officers from the MAAG
Netherlands mission temporarily assigned to Headquarters, AMRO, who
arranged for the use of airports and coordinated aerial activities with
the Royal Netherlands Alir Force., A USAF officer, at first Lt. Col.

R. W, Holmes, from MAAG Netherlands, and later Lt. Col. R. L. Rizon, of
the 12th Air Rescue Group, was assigned to Gilze-Rijen airport as air
coordinator of all U.S, aircraft, Three Netherlands fields were used:
Gilze-Rijen for all types of alrcraft, Valkenburg for heavy aircraft

1informal Rept, WOJG R.W. Pust, AAFCE, to Maj W. H, Lamb, AMRO Air
In Off, 15 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In USAREUR Hist Div Neth Relief files,

2AMRO G-1 Sum Rept, 17 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFI®D,. In ibid.
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H 19 Helicopters at the Woensdrecht Airport.

H 13 Helicopters at their Woensdrecht Operational Base.
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and as a base for drop missions, snd Woensdrecht for helicopter and liai-
son planes, The two MAAG officers were relieved upon the arrival of Lt,
Col, R. M. Murray and Maj, W. H, Lamb, who established the Air Section,
Headquarters; AMRO, which became responsible for coordinating all U.S.
air matters and for processing and securing additionsl aircraft as the
Netherlands Air Force made its requirements known,>2

b, Operatiops. 2 = 3 February. An advance detachment of the 557th
Quartermaster Aerial Supply Company of two officers and ten erdisted men,
whose earliest arrival to assist in dropring emergency aerial supplies
had been promised by General Fddy, arrived during the night of 2 February
at Valkenburg and immediately began tc perform its duties of preparing
packages for dropping and delivery by air. On 2 Fobruary five SA-16
aireraft fisw inlto the Netherlands for ﬁutyg4 Haj. V. L. Poynter, of the
Seventh Army Flight Detachment, who was to direct the operations of the
Seventh Army hellcopters at Woensdrecht, flew from Stutteart to Gilze=
Rijen in an I=20 on the same day and irmediately arranged with the Nethep-
lands air authorities for the reception of the first contingent of heli-
copters which arrived at 1515 on 3 February, Within a half hour of thelir
arrival the helleopter pilots undertook their first rescue missions to
Overflakkee Island and in the remaining short period of daylight rescued
125 persons--all emergency evacuationms (Map 3).5 The helicopter detach-
ment; augmented in the late afternoon by the arrival of eight additional
H=13's, played the major role in air activities on 4 February, From
dangerous and isolated positions on Overflakkee Island 475 persons were
rescued. These were persons who could be evacuated in no other way and
account for the many instances in which the helicopters are eredited for
dramatic tree and housetop rescues, The sixteen helicopters flew 158
sorties and amassed a total flying time of 47 hours, Helicopters were
also used to guide DUKW's to stranded persons who could be rescued by
water craft, ' Other aireraft active on 4 February included one C-47, two
B-191s, five SA-16's, nine I-19's, and four C=119's, The C-119'c made
ten sorties; flew a total of 15 hours, and made serial deliveries of
92,500 sandbags and three tons of baled hay.®6 The spectacular operation
of the helicopters on rescue and emergency missions to outlying and
isolated areas endeared them to the Duteh public and both the helicopter
and the DUKW became the mechanical heroes of the relief activity., The
SA-16's were credited with the emergeney evacuation of eighteen persons

3(1) AMRO Afr Sit Rept, 4 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (2)
Memo, Maj C. M. Nunnely, MAAG Neth, and Maj W. 8. Stewart, Jr, MAAG Neth,
to Col Richard A. Abbey, C/MAAG Neth Air Seec, 10 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIFD,
In Ms:

4BMRO Air Sit Repts, 4 - 5 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. Tn ibid.

5Intervs, Capt E. K, Stewart, USAREUR Hist Div, with Maj V. L.
Poynter, USAREUR Provisional Air Det, 9 and 10 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED.

6(1) Ibid, (2) AMRO Air Sec Daily Act Rept, 4 Feb 53. UNCLASSI-
FIED. In USAREUR Hist Div Neth Relief files.
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on 3 February, but it was soon determined that their extenslive use in the
debris-flecked waters of the flooded areas was impractical because of the
contiruvous threat of damage to their hulls, In the days immediately follow-
ing, the SA-16's were relieved of the mission of rescuing persornel by
water surface landings and were used on liaison missions. The SA-16's

were firally withdrawn from active operation as the need for aerial suprort
decreased,”

¢, Operations, 5 Februsry. There was & steady build-up of air orera=
tion until 5 February when the pesk of =mergency rescue and reliei effort
was reached, Alr activity on 5 February, which was heavy throughout the
dav, corstituted 2 continuation of similar sctivities from the day beforse,
From Woensdrecht, located at the edge of the flooded areas, the helicopters
from 1.8, militsry forces, which row numbered nineteen {(three H=1%'s and
sixteen H-13's), flew 2ir evacuation, cargo, and liaisor missions. Emer-
gency sir evecuations were estimated to totel 203 persons from the towrs
of Fieuwe=Tonge and Scmmesdijk on Overflakkee Island, with the helicopters
flying fyom daylight to dark. By establishing & supplemerntary gasoline
dump on Overflakkee, Major Poynter was able to kesp his aircraft on opera-
tional missions for longer than normal periods of time., On 5 Fehruary the
sixteen H-13's made a total of 156 sorties and flew a total of 68 hours;
the three H-19's made 37 sorties and were in the air for 11 hours ard 15
minutes.8 A C-47 made four sorties and dropped 20,000 sandbags and
11,000 poun?s of food, and a C-119 in four sorties dropped 20,000 sandbags
and 12,000 pounds of food, Three carrier flights deily in L-20 liaison
planes, from Valkenburz to Gilze=Rijen and return were established with
vehicular transportation from each field to The Hague and to Breda, Ix-
perience during the first few days showed that the presence of too many
liaison-type sireraft created a problem of contrel. Their muber after
5 February was decreased to meet reduced operational requirements. As of
5 February a total of fifty-two U.S. aircraft were participating in the
relief mission, including eighteen L=19's; thirteen H-13's, three H-19's,
ten C-119%e, two C-47's, three SA-16fs, and three L-20's (Map 4).°

d. Operations, 6 February., On 6 February, U.S. aircrafi again
were engaged on relief missions in accordance with their types and capa-
bilities, Nine C-119's flew 13 sorties (flying time 24,20 hours) from
Valkenburg to deliver 40,000 sandbags, 1,000 pourds of rubber boots, and
22,000 pounds of shovels, The 557th Quartermaster Aerial Supply Company
assisted in seven aerial drops and an emergency drop mission of 8,000
pounds of food, ¢lothing, and medicel supplies., Aerial drop missions of
inflated 1ife rafts were discontirued as the urgercy of this requirement

TAMRO Air Sit Repts, 5 -~ 7 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In USAREUR Hist
v Teth Relief Tiles.

8AMRO Air Si% Rept, 5 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIFD., In ibid.
9EMRO My Sit Rept, 5§ Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ikid.
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ceased and after three planes sustained minor damages while dropping them.
Seven L=19's and L=20's flew 194 hours on reconnaissance and personnel
transportation miseions., Fourteen H=13's from the Seventh Army Flight
Detachment flew 112 sorties for a total of &4 hours on resupply missions
delivering medical supplies., The three H-19's from the air rescue squadron
flew 15 corties and 32 hours on the same missions, Other aireraft in
action included five SA<16's and one C-47, By this date it was reliably
estimated that 853 persons had been rescued from isolated and dangerous
areas by aircraft, the vast majority of them by helicopter,l0 During this
period of sustained activity, constantly endangered bty hazardous flying
and operational conditions,a minimum of aceidents was sustained. Two
H-13's were wrecked but salvaged, one of them being transported on a DURW
over ten miles of open water; no major injury was sustained by airforce
persormel at any time during the operation, On é February, 39 U.S. eir-
craft of all types flew 132 hours 35 minutes on 188 sorties with missions
which included support and aerial delivery, emergency interception, recon-
nalssance and personnel transportation, and resupply. No aerial rescue

of personnel wes accomplished; eight helicopters conducted an extensive
aerial survey of the criticsl areas and reported that no known needs
existed for air evacuation of endangered persons, The three H-19's were
used to tramsport heavy loads of equipment and aircraft supplies and to
svacuate the sick and injured. TFor several successive days (5, 6, and

7 February), Prince Berrhard of the Netherlands and his advisors wers
flown over the flooded areas on recomnaissance and planning missions,

e, Operations, 7 February. Forty-four aircraft of all types flew
a total of 117 hours on 13/ sorties on 7 February, The bulk of hours
(43) =nd sorties (79) was amessed by the H-13's engaged on photo recon-
naissance and delivery of medical and food supplies. The nine C-119's
made aerial drops of 119,000 pounds of sandbags, 2,500 pounds of water,
and 5,000 pounds of boot® on 17 sorties and 28 hours in the air., A
cargo of 34,000 pounds of sandbags, shovels, and vheelbarrows was picked
up in Copenhagen and flown to Valkenburg, There were no air evacuations
of persons,ll

16, Ground Units - General

‘Spurred by the urgency of the request for assistance, USAREUR units
roved by convoys and individual units from stations in Germany along the
Stuttgart-Frankfurt-Duesseldorf autobahn., Crossing the mountains in
northwestern Germany, drivers encountered manmy changes of weather, in-
cludirg fog, rain, snow, and freezing temperatures. Steep grades were
made treacherous by snow and ice. In spite of the bad weather the convoys

10RO Air Sit Rept, 6 Feb 53, UNGLASSIFI™, Tn ibid.
11AMRO Air Sit Rept, 7 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid,



moved 4o their destination without ineident or major delay, It was the ex-
perience of all units passing through Roermond, established by the Nether-
lands euthorities as the border crossing point for all U.S. forces, that
they encourtered the minimun of delay and were passed across the German-
Netherlands border without delay. In Germany, {rom Duesseldorf to the
border, British military police and Germarn traffic patrols cave expert
guidance an? Aireations, In the Netherlands, maximum cooperatior of the
police was experienced as American drivers struggied to prorounce unfamiliar
Duteh place names, U.S. military ground unite quickly found employment ir
the sreas assioned to them by Maj. Gen. J. G. Warringa, Third Military Dis~
triet, Royal Netherlards Army, through Col, B, W. Niles, Commanding Officer,
39th Engineer Construction Group, at his operations headquarters at Breda.
These units engazed in rescue and relief action immediately upon arrival

at thelr reportineg stations,

17. DUKW Activities

a, Operations, 3 - / February. The first uait to arrive in the flood=-
stricken area was a labor service unit (ISU), the 8542d Engineer Amphibious
Truck Gomparny which arrived at Breda at 1430 on 3 February, It was closely
follewed by the 8740th Amphibious Truck Company (ISU) and the 79723 Lakor
Supervision Center; which was to direct the activities of the two DUKW com-
panies 12 After o brief econference with the Netherlands officisls it was
decided to move the DUKW companies immedis tely to a temporary location in
Roosendaal, to send ten of the amphibious vehicles or 2 reconnaissance mis-
sion to Steenbergen and, to prepare plans for full use of the DUKW's on the
following day. On / February the two DUEW companies, under the direction
of Lt, Col, J. £, Lynn, Commanding Officer, 79724 Labor Supervision Center,
were dispatched on evacuation and recornaissance missions to Schouwen and
Overflakkee Islands, The first evacuvation from the vieinity of Osterland,
in which 27 refugees were brought back in one DUKW and eight in a second
with one litter patient, clearly demonstrated that the amphiblous vehicles
could be used successfully on the mission of relief. Prior to this experi-
mental use, the Netherlands military officials had been doubtful if DUKW's
could operate in the inundated areas where the depth of the water from
place to place changed rapidly and where many obstructions lay hidden just
below the surface of the muddy waters, By the end of the first dey of
DUEW operations, sufficient information had been obtained to prepare plans
for the use of the amphibions eraft on the other islands, and on the follow-
ing days the DUKWis were used in many places throughout the disaster area,
The center of their operations remaired at Steenbergen. Or the first day
of fu11 operatinn, 4 February, DUKW's rescued fifty persore,l13

32Upit Arrival Times at Breda, Compiled by Capt M. W, Hooper, USAREUR
Hist Div, UNCLASSIFIED, In USARFUR Hist Div Neth Relief files,

137972 1SC Daily J1, 3 = 5 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid,
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b, Operations, 5 - February. On 5 February an ertire company of
DUKW's was engaged in evacuating persons ard equipment from towns and
clties on Overflakkee, including the towns of Nieuwe-Tonge and
Velissant, On Schouwen-Duiveland & platoon operated in the vieinity of
Hank; and another platoon evacuated persons from Zierikzee, A reserve
platoon worked on the mainland,l4 A1l carried out a variety of tasks
which ineluded reconnaissance, evacuation; and transport of personnel,
equipment; and supplies, In the first period of emergency evacuation
DUKW crew members found many flood victims suffering from exhaustion
and exposure, In addition tn the natural confusion attendant upon the
less of homes, shock, and exposure, considerable indecision was encoun-
tered as to the necessity and advisability of abandoning home and
property. In some instances, community officials engaged in prolonged
and vehement discussions concerning the probable rise or fall of the
flood waters.

¢, Cormmunications Problems, Direction and control over the DUKW's
which, although working in pairs, were scattered over a great range and
could not net with the radio sets of the helicopters, created a serious
communication problem. Similarly, the detachment of the 39th Signal
Support Battalion; which had arrived in Steenbergen on the afternoon of
4 February, found that its ample communications facilities for field
operations would not net with the DUKW's., The problem, however, was
overcome by placing radio carrylng jeeps in selected DUKW's and bringing
their radios into the labor supervision radio command net,1l5

d. Later Operations, For the DUKW's, emergency rescues practically
ceased after 6 February and their activities for the remeinder of the
emergency phase and later assumed a new pattern in which they were more
concerned with patrel of dikes, reconnaissance, transportation of dike
workers, the evacuation of supplies and equipment of all sorts before it
might be damaged by submersion in salt water, and in the release and
evacuation of live and dead animals,

e. Summary of DUEW Operations, The following summary of the accom-
plishmente of the two DUKW companies during the emergeney rescue and
evacuation period gives an accurate picture of the variety of tasks which
they performed:16

14pMRO G~3 S1t Rept, 1200 5 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid.-

15(1) AMRO Sig Sec Sum of Act Rept, 17 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In
ibid. (2) Interv, Capt M, H. Hooper, USAREUR Hist Div, with Lt

—— it

D. C. Buckhout, 39th Sig Sup Bn, 14 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED,

1639th Fngr Constr Gp Daily J1, 2330 8 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In
USARFUR Hist Div Neth Relief files.,
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Persons evacuated bEE

Cattle evacuasted 497

Dead cattle transported 64,

Dike workers transported 2,676
Genersl supplies transported 12 torns
Eroe trensported 2,000 dozen
Filled sandbags transported 500

Empty sandbags transported 12,700

18, Engineer Activities

Other USAREUR units, following elosely behind the DUFW compenies,
moved into the Breda headguarters of the 39th Ergineer Constructisn Group
and began irmedistely to perform tasks assigned to them by the Nether-
lards authorities through Colonel Niles. Before daylight on the morring
of 4 February the iveoming elements inecluded the 1279th Engineer Combatb
Battalicr, the 795th Enzireer Dump Truck Company plus a platoor of the
334th Frgireer Dumn Truck Oompany, and the 428 Ordnance Medium Autorotive
Naintenance (MAM) Compary, The truck companies were carrying 300,000
sandbags and aporoximately 10,000 shovels., The 1279th Engineers had 30
water purification units which were to be operated by personnel drawn
from various U.S, Army ergineer units stationed in Gerrmany.l7 The work
of the other enzinecer elements of the 39th Engineer Construetion Group,
although lese spectacular than the initial rescue work conducted by the
DUKH s and the helicopters, was nonetheless essential, Engineer troops
were chiefly engaged in the strergthening and repair of dikes; main-
terance of road communications; the transportation of sandbegs, workers,
ard equipment; and the sstablishment of water purification points. An
assigrment given to B Company of the 1279th Engineer Combat Battelion,
which was eontinued during most of the periocd of the operation, was the
restoration ard mairterance of the main road from Bergen-Op-Zocm and
¥iddelburg on Waleheren Island, Rubble was hauled into the low spots and
the roadbed finally surfasced with primary materials, Most of the road
construction was completed within forty-eight hours and thereafier a re-
duced force maintained the road for several days. Company A of the same
battalion was assigned to build a dike along the road extendirg south of
Moerdijk. On this project two parallel rows of sandbags were built to a
height of four feet and the space between filled with clay. In a S=day
period approximately 1,500 yards of sandbags and 400 yards of clay were
laid, Units of the 1279th Engirneers were supported by the 795th Engineer
Dump Truck Comnary in the road and dike building assigmments. All units
worked on a 24-hour basis durirg the emergeney periods of the assigrments.
Another contlruing task undertaken by the engineers throughout the period

17AMRO Engr Sit Rept, 3 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid.
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Men of the 1279th Engineer Combat Bn preparing to demolish World War 1l bunker. Water swirling
around the bunkers at high tide caused excessive erosion of sea walls.
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of their stay in the Fetherlands was the destruction of bunkers and gun
emplacements which had been erected by the Germans at Monster, near The
Hague, during World War II as paert of the coastal defenses. Wind whipped
waters swirled arourd these concrete barriers ard set up eddies and currerts
which cut away the softer banks of the dikes and sea walls which protected
this area from the sea, Using Dutch explosives, a detachment of the 1279th
Engineer Combat Battalion worked a number of days breaking the heavy rein-
forced concrete slabs irto smaller pieces which could be carried away,
Approximately eichteen water purifieation points (the maximum in use at

any one time) were erected at locations reguestad by the Netherlands authorie
ties or were in support of U.S, units. Many calls were received for the
establishment of water points, but most of the requests were to change salt
water into a potable supply and U.S. equipment was unable to aceomplish this,
Also, since the local population was not accustomed to drinking chlorinated
water, limited use was made of the thirty water purificetion units, Excess
equipment was later returned te Germany. Sources for clay, sand, rubble,

and other dike and road repair material vere located at widely scattered
areas and necessitated long trips for the dump truck companies., When the
urgercy of the task required it, all available persornel from the headquarters
of the operating units filled sandbags.l8

19, Other Units and Activities

e, Navy Participation. An LCU ard LCR, later reinforced by two
patrol boate, dispatched by U.S. Naval Forces, Germany, arrived on Tuesday
after departinrg from their base at Schierstein, Cermany. Arriving at
Dordrecht at noon, 3 February, they were placed at the disposal of the
Netherlands naval authorities by Colonel Niles and stationed at Dintelsas,
General type missions performed by the navel vessels included the transfer
of sandbags and sand, transportation of personnel, and reconnaiseance,
Since shallow water on the slopes of the dikes prevented the landing craft
from getting close to shore, DUKW's were used to on-load ard off-load
cargoes and passengers.l?

b, Signal, Elements of four Signal Corps units performed communi-
cations support for AMRO and to a limited amount for the Netherlands
Government, The signal units were attached to the 39th Fngineer Construe-
tion Group for operations., Lt, Col, Williem A. Higgins served as Signal
Officer at The Hagne. Facilities installed and maintained included four
very high frequency (VHF) systems connecting Steenbergen, Vught, Gilze=
Rijen, and The Hague with Breda, Switchboards were installed and operated
at Breda and Gilze=Ri jen, Radio communications facilities were established

18(1) AMRO G-3 Sit Repts, 5 - & Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid.
(2) 1279th Engr C Bn Sum of Act, 10 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED., In ibid,

4 b§9us Rhine River Patrol Task Element Rept, 16 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED.
n ibid,
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and operated at Preda, The Hague, and Woensdrecht Air Bsse (Disprem 1).
The Netherlands Alr Force operated The Hegue terminal of The Hague-
Heidelherg radio teletype cireuit. The limited organic commurication
of the DKW companies was augmented by establishing radio nrets through=
out the operational area of the DUKW's with technical assistance and
advice wher needed., Apvroximately twenty vehicular mounted radio sets
were emnloyed in support of the DUKW's, Commerciel telephone and tele-
trpevriter service was employed between Breda and Heidelberg and between
The Hague and Heidelbergs and one telephone circult bvetween Breds and
The Hague. The teletypewriter facilities at Breda and The Hague were
manned hy Signal Corps versornel., Pholographic coverage of the expedi-
tion was made by three teams of the 497th Sigral Photo Service Compan
for historical and record purposes., A tetel of 823 still pictures and
15,430 feet of motion picture film was expcseﬂazo

¢, Transportation. The Transportation Section, Headquarters,
AMRO,; supervised the 8th Trensportation Traffic Regulation Group detache~
mert located at Gilze-Rijen through which all requests for reil and highe-
way movementa were processed, znd Instituted and supervised the air
shuttle from Valkenburg to Gilze-Rijen and the sedan and bus transporta=
tion at each terminal and at The Hague. The Transportaticn Section processed
2ll requests for surface and air transportation for moverent of personnel
and supplies to and from the U.S, Zone of Germany and the Netherlands,
A1l requests for transportstion vere met and shipments arrived as scheduvled;
rail and truck transvortation operated daily and no supplies were damaged
or lost enroute, Convoy clearances for the return of urite to Germany
were procured as well as provision made for returr by rail of supplies and
ecuimment returned or to be returned to U.S, military forces by the
Netherlands Government,?l

d. Medical, Medical support for unite and personnel was alerted
early ir the plarning stages for the Netherlands relief operatior. UNot
krowirg the extent of possible requests for medical service a mumber of
units were alerted. However, after the Netherlands authoritiees indicated
that no medical aid would be required the mission of medicel units became
one of supnort for U.S. urits only. The 5th Mobile Army Surgical Hospital
arrived at Breda on 4 February at 0600 and was operationzl at 1030, The
mess facilities of the hospital were used to feed varicus persornnsl at the
39th Tngireer Construction Group heedquarters, The health of U.S, person=-
nel remaired excellent throughout the entire relief operation ard injuries
were very few and generally of a miror nabure., Althouch alerted to the
possibilities of epidemics following ir the weke of the flcod, no challenge
aroze to test the facilities of the medical unite,2?

20AMRO Sig Sum of Act, 17 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ikid.

21(1) AMRO Trans Sum Act Rept, 17 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid,
(2) 8th TTRG Opn Rept, 17 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid.

225th MASH Act Rept, 17 Feb 53, UMCIASSIFIED, In ibid.
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e. Ordnance. The 42d Ordnance MAM Company located at Breda
furnished ordnance support and vehicle evacuation facilities for all
U.S. units engaged in relief activities in the Netherlands., Contact
teams visited all units to glve sssistance and advice as to where
suprort could be obtained when required, A great deal of maintenance
was accomplished by ordnance teams goirg to the units rather than
following the usual procedure of units bringing vehicles to the ord-
nance establishment. The major meintenance problem was with DUKW's
which required careful attention because of the conditions .of opers-
tion; propellors, brekes and brake linings, grease seals, corrosions,
and hull damages constituted the major problems. Emergency wrecker
service was established along the main evacuation routes. Maintenance
on all vehicles returning to Germany was instituted on 8 February. A
total of 420 jobs was completed by the ordmance unit in the period
5 = 1/ February,23

. Quartermaster, The quartermester effort ir supoort of the U.S,
military forces in the Netherlands consisted of direction, supervision,
and coordination by the Quartermaster Section, AMRO headquarters; pro-
vision of POL supplies to 726 vehicles, including an average daily issue
of 5,985 gallons of gasoline; supervision over issue to and return of
supplies from the Netherlands military forces; and the issuance of
rations to U.S. troops. Issues of perishables were made, consisting of
bread, fruit, milk, 2nd eggs procured locally, ard beef, ham, and eggs
airlifted from Germany, as well as B ard C rations.24

g. Miscellaneous Units.

(1) PFinance Disbursing Section. A Class "B" Agent Finance
Office of the 41st Firance Disbursing Section was located at Breda,
The office began operations at 0900, 5 February. A total of $19,000
in U.S. military payment certificates (MPC's) were converted into
72,010 guilders. The unit made military partial payments, cashed
Government checks, and prepared and processed vouchers .25

(2) Army Postal Unit, The 53d Army Postal Unit Detachment
which arrived at Breda at 1300, 6 February, provided postal service
for the U.S5. military forces engaged ir flood relief operations through
APO 82, During the 10=day period of operation 22 pouches of mail were
dispatched, 25 pouches received, 24 money oggers for $1,099.87 sold,
and 7 money orders totaling $340.00 cashed.,

23(1) AMRO Ord Sum of Act, 17 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid.
(2) 42d 0rd MAM Co Rept %o 39th Engr Constr Gp, 17 Feb 53, UNCLASSI=-
FIFD, In ibid.

24MRO QM Sum of Act Rept, 3 Mar 53, UNCLASSIFIRD. In ibid,

25,1st Fin Disb Sec Opn Rept, 16 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIFD. In
ibid.
"~ 206533 APU Det Opn Rept. UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid.
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(3) Bath Company Section., A dstachment of the A36th Quartere
master Bath Company arrived on 7 February and wae gperationsal at 1800,
From two locatlons, Chassee Kaserne and Steernbergen, the unlt operated
for a total of 46} hours ard their facilities were used by 1,297
persons .2/

(4) Post Exchange. Post exchange (PX) facilities were pro-
vided by a detachment of the 7738th FES Group and &ll aress were visited
at least once during the operation. Frequent visits of mobile PX'2 and
snack bars were made in the operationral areas 28

Section II: The Leveling=0ff Period, & - 12 February

‘20, Qeneral Situation

By 7 Februsry, as has been seen, it was apparent to the partici-
pants that, barring ary new and unforeseen disaster, ths first phase of
relief activities by the U.S. military forces was completed, General
Hendrix reported on 8 February that the gereral situation had greatly
improved in the last twenty-four hours, Favorable weather had inter-
vered and the fear that weakened dikes would be breached and a new
evacuation problem created had begun to lessen., Voorrne and Putten
Islands were considered safe, if no further complicetlions developed,
On Schouwen-Duiveland necessary evacuation was completed, Many areas
of the island were drained and drying., On Goeree-Overflakee the
evacuation of districts around Middleharnis, Cude-Tonge, and Nieuwe-
Tonge was nearly completed; in several regions the inhebitants were
reraining., The situation on Walcheren and Tholen Islands was satis-
factory. On Zuid Beveland a threatened break in the dike had been pre=~
vented by hard and heavy work, The areas near Bergen-Op-Zoom and St,
P?i%%psland were considered safe and the dike situstion stable (Map
5)e

21, Air Activity

Air activity after 7 February declined rapidly as air rescue and
drop requirements wer: drastically reduced. Adverse weathsr corditions

27,3d Q¥ Bath Co Opn Rept, 17 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid.
2BAMRO Sum of G-1 Act, 18 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid,

29Netherlands Review of Geographical Situstion as of 1300 § Feb
53, UNCLASSIFIFD, Ir USAREUR Hist Div Neth Relief files.
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and low visibility hampered or prevented flying except for relatively
short intervals during much of the period & - 12 Februsry, Or 8
February, 27 aircraft of all types were operational (6 C-119's, 2
SA=16's, 1 C=47, 3 1=20's, 12 H=13's, and 3 H-19's) for & total of 60
hours'flying time, The C-119's made 12 sorties, dropping 97,000 pounds
of sandbags, 500 pounds of water, 3,000 pounds of tarpaulims, 7,000
pounds of truck engines, and 1,200 pounds of drllls and air hammers,

The H-13's made 37 sorties carrying personnel and airlifting supplies.
Although a C~119 made a low level drop of 5,000 pounds of sandbags and
2,000 pounds of shovels on the following day, 9 February, the chief acti-
vity was that of helicopters continuing a comprehensive aerial survey on
Overflakkee Island. Air activity was even less on 10 February, when 23
aircraft engaged in aerial reconnaissance and courier missions tock part
in 40 sorties for 46 hours! flying time. Release of alrcraft from the
mission wes secured from the Netherlands authorities and the strength of
aircraft of all types was reduced to 17 (1 SA-16, 2 H-19's, 10 H-13's,

3 L-20's, and 1 1-19), On 11 and 12 February, air activity was further
reduced by adverse weather conditions and the lack of operational re-
quirements. Plans, however, were made to meet any emergencies that
might be created by the anticipated high tide stages of 16 February.30

22, Ground Forces

a, Types of Main Effort. For U.S. units operating on the ground
the second stage of operations consisted of repair of roads and dikes,
resupply and evacuation of livestock, supply of food, and cleanup,' Main
efforts were concentrated on dike repair, strengthening of danger peints
in critical areas, improvement of communications, and transport of food,
equipment, and workers,

b, Reconnaissance, The flood waters which had poured into the low-
lands were impounded in an irregular pattern by the myriad ridges of dikes,
After the initlal breaks in the sea walls, it became apparent that possible
breaks in secondary limes were of increasing importance, Constant aerial,
vehicular, and DUKW reconnaissance became a daily routine during the
leveling-off phase of operations.

co Dike Repair, On Sunday morning, 8 February, Netherlands

liaison officers working with the 79724 Labor Supervision Center head-
quarters reported that additional breaks in the dikes on Schouwen Island
had been discovered. DUKW's on the island constantly patrolled the area
and ferried many stranded inhabitants to higher ground, At the same time
& previously reported break in a dike near Klundert was a matter of con-
cern, and personnel of the 39th Group were sent on reconnaissance of the
area, The 150-foot break was found to have been repaired to approximately

30pMRO Air Sec Sit Repts, 7 - 12 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid.
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five feet above normal sea level, While the break did not present immedi-
ate danger, it was anticipated that high tides might cause a second break
in the weakened levees, Two platoons of Company B, 1279th Engineer Combat
Battalion, were assigned to work on the reconstruction of approximately 700
vards of the dike on 9 February. The placing of sandbags in two parallel
rows, forming a dike shell to be filled with clay; was completed late 11
FPebruary., Progress in the clay fill operation was much slower, Company A
of the same battalion which had been detailed to tuild and repair the dike
and road in the viecinity of Moerdijk was making good progress. However by
O February it beceme apparent that additional equipment would be needed if
the job were to be completed prior to the expected high spring tide a week
later, Upon recommendation of the 39th Group, the Third Military Distriet
obtained additional bulldozers for the project, Motorized equipment speed-
ed up the work to such an extent that by the afternoon of 11 February the
unit was calling for more rapid delivery of sandbags,.3l

d. Loading Procedure., As the situation became more and more & matter
of routine during the second phase, time permitted evaluation of operating
procedures on major projects. One of several outstanding examples was an
operation in which the 795th Engineer Dump Truck Company hauled sandbags
to the Dintelsas area., Here the ground forces worked with U.S. navel land-
ing craft in a several step operation involving the hand loading and un-
loading from truck to DUKW to Navy LCU's, The operation was using a great
amount of labor and more importantly, causing a loss of valuable time., As
a result of a survey it was recommended to the Third Military District that
the sandbag loaded trucks be driven directly onto the navy vessels, The
plan was concurred in and put into operation on 10 February,3?

e, DUKW Operations, During the second phase of operations, the two
DURW companies continued their mission of evacuating personnel, livestock,
and farm equipment, and the transporting of civiliarn Dutch workers to ard
from the areas of distress. On 8 February a request from Lt, Cdr., T, M.
Griffin of the navy contingent at Dintelsas quickly brought three of the
amphibious vehicles to assist in the sandbag ferrying project, ILate in the
day three additional craft were sent to aseist in the movement of the much
needed dike building material.33 After the long hours of operation and
hard driving necessitated during the life saving phase, DUKW commanders
were plagued with mechanical difficulties incident to the conditions under
which they were operating. Disposition reports submitted by the 7972d
Labor Supervision Center present an accurate picture of the situation as
it existed each day, Lt, Col. J. S. Lynn's terse report to the 39th Group

31(1) 39th Fngr Constr Gp Daily J1, 8 = 12 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIFD, Im
ibtd, (2) AMRO G-3 Sit Repts, 8 - 12 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFI®D. In ibid.

3239th Engr Constr Gp Daily J1, 9 - 10 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In
1bid,

3339th Engr Constr Gp Daily J1, 8 Fsb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid.
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on & February at 2330 stated: "On Schouwen Island are 22 DUKW's, Five stuck
in the mud, Two hauling general supplies. Tifteen are evacuating live and
dead cattle, Seven are starding by in Steembergen.- On Overflakkee four stuck
ir ad., At Dintelsas six hauling sandbags for Navy., At Baarland eight trans-
ferring rations., Two deadlined, Two returning helicopter to Woensdrecht.
Eight in maintenance,”

f. DUKW Operating Problems., DUKW's, Colonel Lynn reported, should be
operated in pairs so as to assist each other in case one became ztuck, they
should stay on the roads as much as possible, and should have Dutch lialson
persornel aboard who were intimately acquainted with the srea. It may easily
be surmised that many valuable lessons were learned concerning the capabili-
~ties of DURWIs operating in fleoded aress such as were encountered in the
Netherlands. A DUKY crew member might encounter in quick succession shallow
water where they would be truck drivers and deep water where they would be
sailors., Operation on open water where the long sweep of the wind built up
dangerous waves ard where tidal currents were strong was hazardous. To
stray off the top of the dike road was to risk miring in the deep mud of
the shallow water or suddenly become water borne and caught in a strong cur-
rent, To become stuck in the mud and to wait several hours in order to ex=
tricate themselves at high tide was not an unusual occurrerce, Some of the
DUKW orews had the experience of sperding several days in the open, flooded
fields with their amphibious vehicle glued tightly to the muck which tena-
ciously gripped hull and running geer. Two pumps were carried by each
truek to handle any pumping emergency, Maintenance, a problem at any time,
was increased by exposure to salt water, by damages resulting from striking
submerged obstacles, and by the long period of continuous operation,3

g. Summary of DUKW Operstions, In splte of operational and "stuck
in the mud" difficulties, the following summary of work accomplishments
by the two DUKW companies as of 2400, 12 February gives evidence of their
varied activities and achievements:3s

Personnel evacusted 739
Diseased personnel evacuated 38
Live cattle evacuated 495
Dead cattle evacuated 431
Civilian workers transported - 10,311
Live horses evacuated 103
Dead horses evacuated 9
Live pigs evacunated 18

Dead pigs evacuated 62

34interv, Capt B. K. Stewart, USAREUR Hist Div, with Lt Col J. S.
Lyrn, CO 7972 1SC, 9 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED.

3539th Engr Constr Gp Deily J1, 12 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In
USAREUR Hist Div Neth Relief files,
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Ttems of farm equipment retrieved 118
Helicopters retrieved 2

Vehicles evacvated 28
FEggs saved, dozen 2,000
Grair saved, tors 53
Supnlies inte area, tons 1177
Empty sardbags transported 12,000
Loaded sardbags transported 13,370
Dike materials transported,tons 98
School books evacuated, tons 1

SectionlIIIz Standby Operations, 13 = 17 February

23. General Situation

During the third phase of operations, 13 - 17 February, all units
continued activities previously deseribed until 15 February, when plans
for the expected emergercy of 16 February were completed and approved.
A1l units then went on an alert basis prepared to perform designated
missions., Preparations were also made for the return to home stations,
The disaster situation had improved so greatly that the Netherlands
Government was returning control to local govermments and directed that
a return to normel administration be accomplished as quickly as condi-
tions permitted, In most of the areas, electrical and telephone communi-
cations had been restored, most roads were open, emergency generator
plants had been installed in many locations, and large scale pumping of
flood water from the inurdated polders had begun,36

24, Fmergency Plans

AMRO on 14 February arnounced plans for meeting emergency condi=-
inns for the period 15 - 16 February. Supply action was to be carried
out in conformance with previcus orders and additional supplies were ear-

marked for airlift to the Netherlarnds from Germany. The 39th Engireer
Construction Group was instructed to prepare detailed plans for the em-
ployment of all units under its control as directed by the Netherlands
Third Military District. Support units, which included the 5th Mobile
Army Surgical Foepital, 42d Ordrarce MAM; Quartermaster Class I and III
support points, 17th Signel Overations Battalilon, and othar support units

36(1) AMRO G-3 Sit Repts, 11 - 15 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid,
(2) Netherlands Review of Geographical Situatior, 15 - 18 Feb 53, UN-
SLASSIFIFD, In ibid,
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ard detachments, were directed to continue normel support and prepare
plans for emergency action if required and upon direction of the Command-
ing Officer, 39th Engineer Comstruction Group, Alr support for the emer-
gency would include the maintenance of 10 helicopters, 2 1-20's, 1 L-19,
ard one SA-16 on operational standby in the disaster area; and 6 C-119's
on 4 hour alert status at Rhine-Main Airport. Air support or additioral
aircraft rescue, and emergency supply action, were to be furnished only
on request of the authorized Netherlands eir authorities, the Third
Military Distriet, or Headquarters, AMRO., Naval craft were ordered to
stand by for emergency operations as directed by the Netherlands naval
forces,

25, FEngineer Activities

The 39th Fngineer Construction Group received a verbal warning order
on 12 February from the Third Military District concerning the expected
high spring tides. Extremely high tides were forecast for the period
15 = 17 February and because of the weakened condition of the dike system,
it was predicted that further inundation could reasonably be expected,
Adding to the possible danger situation, was & long distance weather fore-
cast of high winds rising during the periéd.38 In compliance with the
request for assistance during the high tide period, the 39th Engineer Con-
struction Group formulated previously considered plans, which resulted
in the publication of alert orders placing subordirate urits in an alert
status at noon, 15 February.39 Prior to the issue of the order, extensive
reconnaissance had been made of the area, Disposition of forces was made
in accordance with recommendations of the Third Military District, On
the afternoon of 14 February, the communication sections of the 1279th
Engineer Combat Battalion established a radio warning net in the American
area of responsibility. ANGRC-O's were established at Fijnaart, Zevenbergen
and Made, ANPRC-10's, which could net with ANPRC-1C patrols operating on
a critical dike north of Zevenbergen and east of Lage-Zwaluwe, were also
stationed at Zevenbergen and Made. The battalion also scheduled a radio
warning patrol on critical areas of the Rotterdam road,40 All available
trucks were loaded with sandbags and stationed in the Chassee Kaserne
area, . These vehicles, ready to move within & few minutes notice, included
17 2k-ton trucks from the 1279th Engineer Combat Battalion, 13 5-ton
trucks from the 334th Engineer Dump Truck Platoon and 41 5-ton dump
vehicles from the 795th Engineer Dump Truck Company.4d

37AMRO Air Sec Memo, 14 Feb 53, sub: Air Capabilities in Event of
New Disaster 15 - 16 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid.
-~ 38Interv, Capt M. H. Hooper, USAREUR Hist Div, with Capt J. W. Grahem,
39th Engr Constr Gp Opns Off, 15 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED.

3930th Engr Constr Gp FO No. 1, with Change No. 1, 13 Feb 53, UN-
CLASSIFIED. In USAREUR Hist Div Neth Relief files. ik

4039th Engr Constr Gp Daily J1, 14 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid

4139th Engr Constr Gp FO 1, 13 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid.
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26, DUKW Diesvositions

The 31 DUKW's of the 8540 Engineer Amphibious Truclk Gorpany (LST.T)
were disposed as follows: Middelburg-2, Wissekerke-8, Goes-7,
Krabbendi jke=4, Tholen-4, and 6 in reserve at Steenbergen. To faecili-
tate rapid movemert to an area of distress, 4 were placed shcard the
Navy ICU at Dintelsas, Vehicles of the 85424 Fngireer Amphibious Truck
Company (LSU) were on stand=by ard in reserve as follows: Steenbergen-ll,
Zevenbergen-8, Zierikzee-8, Brouwershaven-2, Zonnemaire-l a2nd one at
Noordgouwe 42 During the alert period constant communication was maine
tained between the labor service urits and local Netherlands commanders,

27, Passing of the Emergency

A weather forecast at 0730, 15 February, which indicated weak to
moderate winds for the ensuing twenty-four hours, gave hope that the pre=-
dicted emergency would rot oceur, By evening, it was apparent that high
tides would do no further damage unless accompanied by high winds, The
forecast for the peak tide, expected to occur at 1800, 16 February, for
upper stretches of the delta area, indicated that it would be several
centimeters under the original estimate and in the absence of high winds
would present no rew crisis. By the evening of 15 February 1t was
apparent that the anticipated emergency would not oceur, and U.S. units
made preparations for departure to their home sta‘biozttsf.z*3

Section IV: (Close-Out and Final Summary

28, Phase-Out and Return

a. Preparations for Phase-~Qut. Upon the passing of the anticipated
crisis without ineident, the phasing out of AMRO took place as rapidly as
it had begun. Under previously prepared plans, the assembly of units,
maintenance of equipment, and preparation for the return to home stations
had larcely been accomplished prior to 17 Februery,44 and the proposed -
departure period of 19 and 20 February was moved forward to 17 and 18

4239th Engr Constr Gp Daily J1, 15 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED., In ibid,
4339th Engr Constr Gp Daily J1, 15 - 16 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. 1In
ibid, - _

4lMemo, CG AMRO to Lt Gen Buurman Van Vreeden, RNethA, 10 Feb 53,
UNCLASSIFIED. In ibld,
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Febrvary, to begin at 0600 on 17 February 49 Final conferences and agree-
nents between Netherlands and United States military officials had deter=-
mined the units, pereonnel; equipment, and supplies which were to remain
in the Netherlands,46 The return of Air Force personnel and equipment was
accomplished under Mr Force control47 and the return of navy persornel
and craft was eécomplished under the direction of the Commander, U.S,
Naval Forces, Germany (COMNAVGER),4® The 39th Engineer Construction Group
plannéd and directed the return of the operational units,

b. Return Movements, In accordance with AMRO Movement Order No. 1
of 12 February, the 39th Engirneer Construction Group issued instructions
for the return of U,S, units under its control to their home stations in
Germany., The 39th's Operations Order ¥o, 2, dated 16 February, directed
that vehicular convoys be formed in four serials with the 1279th Engineer
Combat Battalion and the 334th Engineer Dump Truck Platoorn departing in
the first serial at 0200, 12 February. Leading elements of the second
serial, includine the 795th Engineer Dump Truck Company and 39th Signal
Support Battalion departed Breda at 0610 the same day, The third and
fourth serials, completing the 500 vehicle convoys, departed at the same
hours on 19 February. They consisted mainly of the 797238 Labor Super-
vision Center headguarters, 17th Signal Operations Battalion, 317th
Signel Construction Battalion, 5th Mobile Army Surgical Hospital, 42d
Ordnance MAM Company, 531lst Quartermaster Petroleum Company and the 39th
Engineer Construction Group, The convoy's early departure hours permitted
maximum d aylight driving conditions, Radio communication between each
serial and the Commanding Officer, 39th Group, was maintained by personnel
of the 17th Signal Battalion, Medical and vehicular support during the
return trip was provided serial commanders by personnel of the 5th Mobile
Army Surgical Hospital and 42d Ordnance MAM Company. A refueling point
was established on the autobahn five miles south of Duesseldorf., The con-
voy route followed on the returm trip was through Vught, Eindhoven, cross-
ing the border at Roermond, entering the German autobahn at Duesseldorf,
and continuing south to the warious home stations, The command post at
Breda was closed with the departure of the last vehicle at 0830 on 19
February. ' ' :

29, Sumnary of Activities

Relief activities performed to 17 February, irclusive, were as
£ollows 349 -

45Memo, AMRO COFS to AMRO Staff Divs, 16 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In

ibid.46(1) 14r, 0 AMRO to G NTB,17 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (2)
AMRO Memo, 16 Feb 53, subs Return of Property., UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid,
LMemo, AMRO COFS to AMRO Air Staff Off, 16 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In

ibig°48Memo, AVRO COFS to Rhine River Pstrol Task Flement, 16 Feb 53,
URCLASSIFIED, 1In ibid,
49AMRO G-3 Sit Rept, 17 Feb $3. UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid.



Army ,
8540th _and 85424 Amphibious Truck Companies (DUKW's)

Persons evacuated 758
Bodies evacuated : 40
Cattle evacuated T 529
Cattle, dead, evacvated 658
Horses evacuated ' 107
Horses, dead, evacuated 2L
Pigs, evacuated 19
Pigs, dead, evacuated 82
Goats evacuated 1
Eggs saved, dozen ; 2,000
Civilian workers transported 15,830
Items of farm machinery transnorted 21/
Helicopters rescued 3
Vehicles recovered 50
Supplies, generel, trensported, tons 218
Sandbags, empty, transported 28,000
Sandbags, filled, transported 20,970
Dike materials transported, tons 123
Household goods recovered, tons 17
Telephone cable laid, miles JAR)
Flooded roads marked by stakes, miles 22
1279th Engineer Combat Battelien
Mission Location ‘Quantities
Demolition Monster - -8 pillboxes -
Road repair Stationsbuurt ~ 475 eu, yds. rubble
Zuid Beveland 175 cu, yds. sand
2,000 sandbags
Dike construction Moerdi jk 100,000 sandbags
_ 1,500 cu, yds, clay
Dike construction Klundert 50,000 sandbags

700 cu, yds, clay
Approximately 2,000,000 gallons of water were produced.

225th Engineer Dump Truck Company

The 795th hauled a total of 95,250 sandbags iz 300 loads te
various locations,
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334th Engineer Dump Truck Cempanmy (1 Platoon)

The platoon was attached to the 795th Engineer Dump Truck
Company until 11 February. Quantities hauled are included
in the above summary. On 11 February, the platoon was
attached to the 1279th Engineer Combat Battalion and during
the period 11 = 14 February hauled 379000 sandbage and 620
cuble yards of clay.

Alr Force

Aircraft flew a total of 1,352 sorties and airlifted 550.9
tons, Airdrops of more than 200 tons included such items

as sandbags, life rafts, food, end water. Of 914 persons
evacuated, helicopters amccounted for 893 persons, H=-13
helicopters evacuated and rescued 755 persons (included in
above figures) and carried 180 persons, with a daily average
of 10 aircraft operational., Mission hours flown by H-13
helicopters included: reconnaissance=--191; supply-~60;
evacuation and rescue--116; photographing--8; liaison--33;
VIP~-i63 testflights=~23; and opsratienal—-92,50

Navy

During the operations peried 4 = 17 February, the naval
detachment, consisting of LCR 1001, ICU 1174, FR R4, and
PR 26, moved 1,800 tons of sandbegs to dike breaks,
evacuated small amounts of furniture and farm equipment,
and freed one grounded Netherlands vessel. Three Nether-
lands Army Engineer units and their equipment were
transported by the landing craft, The PR 24 ard PR 26,
besides performing reconnaissence and liaison tasks,
carried medical and Red Cross supplieﬁ.sl

50(1) AMRO G-3 Sit Rept, 17 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED. In
ibid, (2) Seventh Army Prev ﬂir Det Opn Rept, 17 Feb 53¢
UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid, -~

51aMRO G-3 Sit Rept, 17 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In jbid.
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CHAPTER III

Phage=0ut of AMRO

30. Determination of Netherlands Reguirements

By 7 February the initial phase of relief operations in the Netherlands,
chiefly involving rescue operastions, was practically completed. However,
AMRO reported to USAREUR that evacuation activities were still in progress.
Although the termination of rescue operations would essentially complete
the mission of AMRO and would permit the gradusl withdrawal of the American
troops from the Netherlands area, it was necessary first to obtain an over=-
all picture of immediate requirements from the Netherlands Governmment in
order to determine the course of action for AMRO and USAREUR. In order to
develop a statement of the over=all.requirements to be provided by the mili-
tary, the Netherlands Minister of the Interior, who was in charge of all
disaster and reconstruction matters, requested information from the ecivilian
heads of each of the three Netherlands' provinces concerned as well as
from the Minister for Roads, Dikes, and Bridges. He requested that this
information be delivered to the Ministry of Defense before noon on 7 Febru-
ary so that a congolidated request for military assistance could be pre-
sented to General Van Vreeden on the same day, and General Van Vreeden
could then present to AMRO his recommendations for assistance from U.S.
military sources, based on a thorough study of the over-all military re-
quirements, Upon receiving these requirements, General Hendrix would be
in a position to make his recommendations to USAREUR for future operations
of AMRO in the Netherlands.l The formulation of these requirements, how=
ever, was delayed by the difficulties experienced by the Minister of the
Interior in obtaining sufficient information on which to base his over-all

1Cable-071100Z (SMC In 1516 Feb), AMRO to CINCUSAREUR, 7 Feb 53, UN-
CLASSIFIED, In USAREUR SGS Neth Relief file (Incoming Cables), Tab VII.
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recommendations., On 9 February General Van Vreeden's office informed General
Hendrix that the requirements would be finalized on 11 February and that a
conference between General Hendrix and General Van Vreeden could be held

on the afternoon of 12 February for the purpose of presenting the Netherlands'
requirements for U.S. military assistance.

31l Formulation of Phase-out Plans

The delay in finalizing over-all requirements for disaster rellef work
resulted in a corresponding delay in formulating final plenning for the
termination of AMRO operations in the Netherlands, On 8 February, US EU-
COM requested authority from the Department of the Army to begin the phase=
out of U.S. military activities in the Netherlands as soon as the exigencies
of the situation warranted, and recommended that the final decision on the
ultimate extent of U.S. military assistance be delayed until after receiving
a detailed request from the Netherlands.3 At the same time AMRO headquarters
began to formulate plans for the phase-out of operations after 16 February.
This was the date when the season's highest tides were expected and it was
anticipated that additional disasters might result. General Hendrix stated
that if conditions were favorable on 16 February, the phase-out of AMRO
operations would begin on the morning of 17 February, and that AMRO would
begin planning on that basis.4

a. AMRO Recommendations. On 10 February General Hendrix presented
& memorandum to General Van Vreeden, embodying the following recommen—
dztions for the future operations of AMRO: (a) that current operations
be continued, directed by Netherlands authorities; (b) that all U.S. mili-
tary relief effort be phased out by 0600, 17 February; (c) that 17 - 18
February be utilized for assembly of units, maintenance of equipment, and
preparations for return to home stations; and (d) that units depart for
home stations on 19 and 20 February.>

2(1) Telecon, Brig Gen R. G. Gard, USAREUR DCOFS Opns, to Brig Gen R.
Hendrix, CG AMRO, 1015 & Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid. (Neth Relief
Iog), Tab VIII (Tab A). (2) Telecon, Brig Gen R, G. Gard, USAREUR DCOFS
Opns, to Col D, C. Tredennick, COFS AMRO, 1730 9 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED.
In ibid. (Neth Relief Log), Tab IX (Tab J).

3Cable-081814Z (SMC In 1699 Feb), US EUCOM to COFSA, 8 Feb 53. RE=
STRICTED. In ibide. (Incoming Cables), Tab VIII,

4Cable-181200Z (SMC In 1673 Feb), AMRO to CINCUSAREUR, & Feb 53,
UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab VIII,.

5Cable~1009457 (SMC In 1989 Feb), AMRO to CINGUSAREUR, 10 Feb 53.
UNCIASSIFIED. In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab X.
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b. Approval by the Netherlands Military Authorities. At the tims
that this memorandum was presented to General Van Vreeden, the evacu-
ation of personnel from the disaster area had been completed and it was
anticipated that the Netherlands military authorities would raise no
serious objections. On the afternoon of 12 February, General Hendrix
and General Van Vreeden conferred at the headquarters of the Netherlands
Territorizl FPorses. The Netherlands military authorities indicated their
approval of the AMRO recommendations for the phasing out of American
activities and at the seme time stated their requirements for continued
U.S. military supporit after 17 Fehfuaryce

6o Acceptance of Phage—oul Plansg. Before the 4MRO plans for the
phase-out of U,5. military activities In the Netherlands could be imple-
mented, approval also had o be obtained from higher headquarters. On
10 February USAREUR approved the phase-oul plans and stated that all
units previously alepted had been released from alert status as of 0800
on the previous daye? On 13 February USAREUR announced its approval of
the AMRO phase=out plans which had been presented to the Netherlands
military euthorities, subject to weather conditions on 16 February which
might create a new emergency necessitating the continuation of U.S. mili-
tary 2id.8 US BUCOM in turn notified the Department of the Army on 14
February that it intended to phage out all activity in the Netherlands,
with certain execeptions, beginning on 17 February, unless a major
emergency involving the saving of life developed on 16 February. By
that date, barring unforeseen contingencies on 16 February, the AMRO
mission would have been completed.? On 17 February, the day that AMRO
activities were scheduled to cease, approval of the Department of the
Army was received by US EUCOM, 10

d. Final Plan for Termination of Operations. Following the approval
by USAREUR of its phase=out proposals, AMRO transmitted to USAREUR its
final plan for the termination of operations. This plan provided for the
cessation of AMRO activity as of 0600 on 17 February, at which time the
final AMRO situation report would be submitted to USAREUR, If a new
emergency arose on 16 February appropriate ingtructions would be issued
by AMRO headquarters. Specific instructions were given for the preparation

6Cable~131200% (SMC In 2981 Feb), AMRO to CINCUSAREUR, 13 Feb 53
UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab XIIL.

TCable SC=1220/, CINCUSAREUR to AMRC, 10 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In
ibid, (Outgoing Cables), Tab IX,

8Cable SC-12381, CINGUSAREUR to AMRO, 13 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In
ibid, (Outgoing Cables), Tab XII,

ICable=141302Z (SMC In 3347 Feb), US CINCEUR to COFSA for ACOFS G-4,
X Fib 53c RESTRICTED, In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab XIV,

Ogable DA-93167, COFSA from ACOFS G- to US GINCEUR, 17 Feb 53, RE=
STRICTED, In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab XVIL,
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of reports by Army, Navy and Air Force units upon their return to their
home stations and for tranamiitting ;2013: of these reports to CINCUSAREUR,
The plan also fixed the responsibilities of individusl staff members after
their return to USAREUR and designated the USAREUR staflf divisions re=-
spongihle for coordination of ass ngirilities. Finally, the
plan provided that staff members of AMRO Féﬂuquarbeks would continue their
normal staff functions untdl 180C on 18 February. HNo detailed instructions
were glven for the phase-out of AMRO hesdquarters or for the return of
AMRO staff members to their home stations.ll

o
-

i\.‘

Preparations Tor

ed by the storm of 31
renewed onsglaught of

Since the dikes whidl ake
Januunr = 1 February could 0 c‘i
combined high winds and extremely high tidss. the t“ orlands authorities
prepared plang for coping with a possible ;ﬁal situgtion. On 11
February the Netherlands Army authorities reguested AMRO 1o arrange for
the possible airlifting of certain specified supplies in the event of new
disagters on 16 February. They requested that six C=11S's be held on
alert status at Rhine-Main Air Base to provide simultaneous sirlift of
USAREUR &uvpliaﬂ end equipment immediately upon call on 16 February. In
the event of a new emergency USAREUR was requested to provide the follow=
ing supplies and equipment: (a) wire supplies for communications, (b)
corrugated culverts, {c) 1,000 sets of oilskin clothing, (d) 500 immersion
sultsi and (e) 50 cargo containers and 50 parachutes for paradrop activi-
ties.2? USAREUR was able to provide all of the requested items or ac-
ceptable substitutes, with the excepiion of the immersion suits, which
" were Air Force items of igsue and therefore not available to USAREUR,
The requested materials wers earmarked for immediate shipment to the
nearest airfield if called for on 16 February.l? On 12 February USAREUR
wag requested tec make immediate shipment to the Netherlands of an ad-
ditional 300,000 sandbags and 1,000 feet of 24=inch corrugated culvert.
These items, which were located in the Rhine General Depot; were shipped
out by 0600 on 13 February and arrived at the Vught railhead in the
Netherlands at 0730 on 14 February in ample time for transportation to
the critical areas by 16 February.l4

-d o ’:.'f

11Cable-131200Z (SMC In 2981 Feb), AMRO to CINCUSAREUR, 13 Feb 53,
UNCLASSIFIED., In ibid. (Incoming G&bleg) Tab XIII,

120ab1e=110915Z (SMC In 2309 Feb), AMRO to CINCUSAREUR, 11 Feb 53,
UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid. (Incoming Cabies), Tab XI.

13cable SC-12421, CINCUSAREUR to AMRO, 13 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED,
In lblde (Outgoing Gables) Tab XII.

T TZ4(1) Cable SG-12384, CINCUSAREUR to AMRO, 13 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED,

In ibid. (Outgoing Cables), Tab XII. (2) Cable~131130Z (SMC In 2931 Feb),
AMRO to thGINGUSﬂREUﬂg 13 rsb 53, UNCLASSIFIED., In ibid. (Incoming Cables),
Tab XI
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33. Reguest for Retention of Certain Units

During the conference on 12 February, between Gensral Hendrix and
General Van Vreeden, the following requirements for U.S. military
assistance after 17 February were presented by General Van Vreedens:

(a) one DUKW company consisting of thirty-three DUKW!s; (b) ten water
purification units; and (e¢) two H=19 and two H=13 helicopters. The
Netherlands authorities planned to employ the DUKW!s to svacuate dead
livestock., The water purification units were desired for stand-hy
purposes, to be available for use vhere neceded, and the helicopters

were wanted for quick air transportation. The Netherlands military
authorities desired the retention of ths degignated units and egquipment
until 15 March. Thesge requirements, howevsr, although they would auvg=-
ment the Netherlandg military forcss in restoration, rehabilitation,
sanitation, and transportation activities, were beyond the stated mission
of AMRO and would therefore necessitate a nsw statement of mission by the
Commander in Chief, USAREUR, unlegs they were required by renewed floods
on 16 February.Ld

a. Goncurrence of US EUCOM. General Eddy, in response to a reguest
by US EUCCM for a recommendation, urged that the request of the Notherlands
for the retention of certain unite and equipment after the formal phase-
out of AMRO be accepted.16 Although US EUCOM was of the opinion that the
retention of all of the requested sguipment was not necessary and desired
that all U.S. units be returned to their home stabions as soon as possible,
it did not believe that the Netherlands request should be rejected entirely.
US EUCCM developed a compromise concurrence providing for the retention by
the Netherlands of fifteen DUKW's and ten water purification units, to be
operated by Netherlands personnel. The period for the retention of these
units was shortened to 1 March at which time the situation wes to be
reevaluated.17

be Final Arrangements. An impasse was created by the US EUCOM pro-
vigion that the equipment to be retained be operated by Netherlands person-
nel, Because the equipment in question was of considerable value and be=-
longed to USAREUR, General Eddy contended that U.S. personnel should be
asslgned to operate it. This view was in conflict with the earlier de-
cision of General T. T. Handy, Deputy Commander, US EUCCM, that no U.S.

15Cable~131006Z (SMC In 2906 Feb), AMRO to GINCUSAREUR for ACOFS G-3,
13 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED., In ibid. (Incoming Czbles), Tab XIII,
elecon, Brig Gen R. G. Gard, USAREUR DCOFS Opng, with Brig Gen
H, P. Storke, US EUCOM, 1600 13 Feb 53. In ibid. (Neth Relief Log),
Tab XII (Tab L).
17Cable-141302Z (SMC In 3347 Feb), US CINCEUR to CUFSA for ACOFS
G=4, 14 Feb 53 RESTRICTED. In ibid. {Incoming Cables), Tab X1V,
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personnel would be left behind in the Nebtherlands. It was cstimated by
USAREUR that it would be necessary to leave behind approximately one
hundred men to operate, maintain, and administer this ecuipment.l® The
question was discussed with General Hendy who directed that a skeleton
forece of not more than twenty-five U.S. personnel be left behind to
supervise maintenance and operation of the vehicles. HNo German personnel
were to remain with the DUKW!e and the equipment was not to be operated
by U.S. personnel during the period of its retention by the Netherlands,19
On the basis of these decisions, USAREUR mede arrangements with AMRC for
the training of Netherlands personnel o operate both DUEW!s and water
purification unitg, enabling AMRO to lesve behind a gkeleton force of
thirteen pergons and to itransfer the requested equipment to the Netherlands
Army on memorendum receipt. These arrangements were approved by US EUCOM
and put into operation by AMRO on 17 February with the concurrence of the
letherlands military authorities. The thirteen pesrsons designated for
this duty were as follows: I officer, in charge; 2 DUKW drivers; 2 me-
chaniesy 5 truck drivers; and 3 water purification unit mperators.zo

=i b

34. Supplies Returned by The Netherlands

When the feared high tides of 16 February failed to materialize the
Netherlands was able to begin the return of equipment and supplies which
had been employed in relief operations. Moreover, the additional equip-
ment which had been shipped to the Netherlands in anticipation of the 16
February crisis was untouched and could be returned immediately. Ac—
cordingly, on 17 February the Netherlands military authorities stated
that they were returning to U.S. military control 300,000 sandbags and
1,000 feet of corrugated culvert which had been shipped by USAREUR depots
on 13 February, as well as approximately 9,200 shovels, of the total of
11,089 which had been supplied.?l USAREUR G-4 Division directed that
these items, and others which might be returned later, be reconditioned

18Telecon, Brig Gen R. G, Gard, USAREUR DCOFS Opns, with Brig Gen
H. P, Storke, US EUCOM, 1045 16 Feb 53. In ibid, {(Neth Relief Log),
Tab XIII (Tab L).

197¢lecon, Brig Gen R. G, Gard, USAREUR DCOFS Opns, with Brig Gen
H. P, Storke, US EUCOM, 1130 16 Feb 53. In ibid. (Neth Reliefl Log),
Tab XIII (Tab N).

20(1) Telecon, Brig Gen R. G. Gard, USAREUR DCOFS Opns, with Brig
Gen H, P, Storke, US BUCOM, 1735 16 Feb 53. In ibid, (Neth Relief Log),
Tab XIII (Tab P), (2) Cable=171600Z (SMC In 3760 Feb), AMRO to CINC-
USAREUR, 17 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab XVII,

R1Cable~1712002 (SMC In 3789 Feb), AMRO to CINCUSAREUR for G-3, 17
Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab XVII,



and returned to stock with the proper documentation,<<

35, Phage~out of AMRO

On the afternocon of 16 February AMRO was informed by the Netherlands
military authorities that there was no further requirement for U.S, mili-
tary assistance with the exception of the DUKW's and water purification
units which had been previousl% requesteds AMRO was now in a position to
carry out its phase-out plans.23 AMRO officially ceased functioning
operationally as of 0600, 17 February, and the various mits were called
in from their temporary locations in preparation for the move to their
home stations in Germany. Since all units had been on a stand-by alert
over the week end of 1/ = 16 February, it was determined that the first
units could begin their move from the Netherlands as of 0200 on 18 Febru-
ary rather than on 19 February as had been planned.2A

8¢ Departure of Unitg. The 518 vehicles departing from the Nether-
' lands were grouped in two convoys of two serials each, leaving on 18 and
19 February., The first serial of each day's convoy was composed of six
march units and the second of five. A total of 269 vehicles were scheduled
to move on 18 February, and approximately 249 vehicles on 19 February.
Fifteen DUKW's and five 2;-ton trucks with water purification units were
left in the Netherlands. The first march unit of the first serial of the
first convoy left Breda at 0200 on 18 February, and the last march unit
of the second serial of the second convoy had cleared Breda by 0830 on
19 February. Provisions were made for an overnight stop at McNair Barracks,
Hoechst, Germany, particularly for the units with the greatest distance
to travel,25

be Return of Naval Oraft. The Naval Section of AMRO requested per-
mission for the departure of U.S. naval craft immediately after the
cessation of AMRO operations, since no additional time was required for
the assembly of units or for the performance of necessary maintenance be=-
fore departure. On the morning of 16 February, Lt. Cdr. T. C. Griffin,

22IRS, USAREUR ACOFS G-4 to all USAREUR staff divs, 17 Feb 53, subs
Return of Units and Equipment from the Netherlands., UNCLASSIFIED, In
USAREUR G=-4 Div 729.3, Vol. I (1953), Item 6 atchd.

23Telecon, Brig Gen R, G. Gard, USAREUR DCOFS Opns, with Col D. C.
Tredennick, AMRO COFS, 1715 16 Feb 53. In USAREUR SGS Neth Relief file
(Neth Relief ILog), Tab XII (Tab Q).

240able-171630Z (SMC In 3744 Feb), AMRO to CINCUSAREUR, 17 Feb 53,
UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab XVII,

25(1) Cable~171615Z (SMC In 3797 Febs, AMRO to 8th TTRG (Rheinau),
17 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibide (Incoming Cables), Tab XVII. (2) -
Cable SC-12620, CINCUSAREUR to Seventh Army (Vaihingen), 17 Feb 53
UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid. (Outgoing Cables), Tab XIV,
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Commender of the Naval detachment at AMRO, was authorized to commencs move=
ment of U.S., naval craft to thelr home ”thuiﬂqs in Germany os of 0500 on

17 Fegguary, immediately after the cessation of operational activitiss by
AMRO,

e, Termination of Alr Aetivity. The Air Section of AMRO was composed

. of both the USAREUR Provigional Air Division and of USAFE units; and was
under the control of AMRO and of the Wetherlsndg Air Control authorities,

At 1500, 16 February, the Air Section of AMRO was informed by the Netherlands
Alr Control authorities that all zir opsrations would 2eas#s ag of uJL'Q i
February. All helicopter pilots were invited by the Queen of the Netherlands
to attend a reception in tkblr honor at 0900, 17 February, at the Royal
Palace in The lazue.27 USAFE aireraft were fﬂ;eased at 0600, 17 February.
Some planes returned to their home stations immedistely. One Si-15, at the
request of the Queen of the Netherlsnds, flew to Amsterdam to ferry Nether-
lands recerve pergonnel to the Royal Palace. One H-19 helicopter of the

£0th Adr Rescue Squadron was scheduled to return to its home station on 19
February, while one H-19 of the 69th Air Rescue Squadron was forced to

awelt the completion of maintenance before it was able o return home (<8
Personnel of the USAREUR Provisional Air Division preparea to depart to

their home stations in Germany at 1000 on 17 February after attending the
Royal reception.29

de Close~out of AMRO Headguarters. General Hendrix directed the
close-out of AMRO headquarters itself at 1000, 20 February, The staff
officers then remaining were scheduled to depart from Juliana Kaserne at
that time and proceed to Valkenburg Air Field where they would be met by
the official plane of the Netherlands MAAG for departure to their home
stations and return to normal duty assignmentsg30

260gble~1612002 (SMC In 3463 Feb), AMRO (The Hague) to CINCUSAREUR
for ACOFS G-3, 16 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid. %gncoming Cables),
Tab XVI, '

27Cable LRR-69 ARS-U-48 (SMC In 3788 Feb), 69th Air Rescue Sqdn
(Wiesbaden) to 9th Air Rescue Gp (Bushey Park, England), 17 Feb 53, UN-
CLASSIFIED, In ibld. (Incoming Cables), Tab XVIL,

28Cable RR-A0-ARS-U~50 (SMC In 4363 Feb), 69th Air Rescue Sgdn
(Jiesbnden) to 9th Air Rescue Gp (Bushey Park, England), 19 Feb 53, UN-
SL«SSIFIED, In ibid, (Incoming Cables), Tab XIX.

2%Neth Digaster Chronology, 17 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In USAREUR
Hist Div Ref Lib.

30(1) Ca*le-171630Z (SMC In 3744 Feb), AMRO to cmcusmﬂun 17 Feb
53¢ UNCLASSIFIED. In USAREUR SGS Neth Rellef file (Incoming Gables),
Tsh ¥V1I. (2) Telecon, Brig Gen R. G, Gard, USAREUR DCOFS Cpns; to Col
D. C. Tredsnnick, AMRO COFS, 1715 16 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ivid,

(P th Relief To.:),; Tsb XILI (Tat 0)e
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CHAPTER IV

Funding and Accounting Suppord

36, Funding of the Relief Work by the U.S, Armed Forces

The finaencing of expenses and expenditures incurred in the relief
operations in the Netherlands offered a major problem and was one of the
first topics discussed between USAREUR and US EUCOM authorities when the
initial request for ald was recsived by USAREUR on 1 February. On 3
February both US EUCCM and USAREUR cabled the Department of the Army for
instructions with regard to financing the relief operations. US EUCOM
notified the Department of the Army that no funds were avallable in US
EUCOM specifically earmarked for expenses to be incurred in such a relief
effort, btut added that circumstances fully warranted prompt action in
this case without the neecessity of waiting for special authorization.

US EUCOM accordingly requested that the Department of the Army grant
authority for the component commands of US EUCOM to call upon their re-
spective military departments for the necessary fundingol On the same
day USAREUR cabled the Department of the Army a request for appropriate
fund citation and limiting figures, if any, for expenditures to be in-
curred by USAREUR as the agent of US EUCOM for relief efforts in the
Netherlands. USAREUR required funds for per diem, Class I and III
supplies, and both air and ground transportation for the alerted units,
Financing was a USAREUR responsibility since CINCUSAREUR had been desig-
nated commander of the US EUCOM relief efforts in the Netherlands dis-
aster and had been authorized to call upon the component commands of
US EUCOM _for all aid required for the successful completion of the

miasiono2

1Cable-0314002 (SMC In 433 Feb), US CINCEUR to COFSA, 3 Feb 53,
RESTRICTED. In USAREUR SGS Neth Relief file (Incoming Cables), Tab III.

2Cable 5X-1805, CINCUSAREUR to COFSA for COA, 3 Feb 53. SECRET, In
ibid. (Outgoing Cables), Tad II.
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37. Department of the Army Decislon on Funding

The initial instructions on funding procasdure from the Department
of the Army merely granted authority to US EUCOM and USAREUR to obligate
Army Maintenance and Operations funds in an amount not to exceed
$2,000,000 for expenses in connection with the relief efforts in the
Netherlands, pending receipt by the Department of the Army of USAREUR's
cost estimate of the operation°3 On 5 February more detailed instruc-
tions were received from the Department of the Army, forwerded with the
concurrence of the Department of Dafsnse, These instructicns authorized
the component commanders of US EUCOM teo furnish the required support
from available funds or supplies, withia limits to be established by
US EUCOM for each military command, the maximum over-all ceiling being
set, as previously, at $2,000,000. Component commanders were author-
ized to request funds from their respective military departments with-
in the ceiling established by US EUCOM for funds and supplies for their
individual command., Specific instructions for accounting procedures to
be follewed by the component commands were as follows: (1) USAREUR--
accounting for Army support would be handled as required by Section
III, "Punding and Accounting," AR 500-60, "Emergency Employment of Army
Resources--Disaster Relief," dated 1 October 1952, the costs to be
charged to Project 910 under allocation ACCW established by USAREUR;
(2) USAFE--separate records were to be kept by USAFE in order to in-
sure that expenses did not exceed the ceiling established by US EUCOM
and for reporting purposes as required by the Department of the Air
Force; (3) CINCNEIM--issues were to be charged to accounts subhead .95
and to apzlicable appropriations for the issue of the same items for
Navy use.

38, Use of Funds for Direct Relief Purposes

a, Funding Instructions. CINCUSAREUR requested a decision as to
whether or not the authority to obligate funds could be extended to
cover the expenditure of funds for direct relief purposes.,5 Both the
initial instructions and the detailed instructions on funding pro-
cedures received from the Department of the Army specifically forbade
the use of appropriated military funds for direct relief purposes, thus
answering this question for USAREUR, The detailed instructions also
added a prohibition on the use of supplies for direct relief purposes.
The Department of the Army, however, stated that it would advise USAREUR

3Cable DA-930564 (SMC In 893 Feb), COFSA from COA to US GINCEUR
and CINCUSAREUR, 4 Feb 53, SECRET., In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab IV.
4Cable DA=-930629 (SMC In 1249 Feb), CCFSA from COA to US CINCEUR,
5 Feb 53. SECRET. In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab V.

5Cable S¥-1805, CINCUSAREUR to COFSA for CCA; 3 Feb 53, SECRET.
In ibid. (Cutgoing Cables), Tab II,
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as soon as possiple W
relief purposes.”
various component
1L Febtruary. The
Missicn in The Hag
of guilder counlerpar
for relief and copsi
the Department of ths #
be sufficient to cove

ility of funds for direct

.9 dispatched to the

ne Department of the Army on
M5A) had notified the MSA

1% was authorizing the release

vy the Netherlands Govermment

o the Department of Defense and
mgmb counterpart funds would
relief. The Department of
Defense reiterated T a& funde available for direct
relief purposes anc ngls wwiated funds could be used
by the U.S. Armed Forces participating in relief operations in the

Netherlands.’
b. Definition of "Direct” and "Indirect" Relief. It became

apparent to US EUCOH,
varying definitions of ¥
their activities in the I
order to insure strict com

component ¢ commanders Were using
indirect® relief in connection with
disaster vellef cperatlons. In

th the Depertment of the Army prohi-
bition on the use of funds ; ', and equirment for direct relief
purposes, US EUCOM defined "indirect® relisf as the provision of services
and supplies and the utilization of equipment while rendering emergency
assistance to the Hetherlands Government through its authorized agencies
and "direct® relief as the provision of funds, supplies, or equipment
directly to private individusls or organizstions, US EUCCM pointed out
that these definiticns authorizsd commanders to provide labor, supplies,
and equipment and teo ubliize available funds for local purchases, trans-
portation, per diem, and incidentzal expenses in connection therewlth,

in assisting a recognized agency of the Netherlands Government during
the period of the disasfer. On the other hand; commanders were enjoined
from furnishing sppropriated funds o the Netherlands Government, and
from furnishing appropristed funds or supplies and equipment to private
individuals or crganizations, This interpretation, however, was not
intended to deny the rendering of emsrgency assistance to any individual
or individuales ir dire need, bul was merely intended to insure that
relief ald was administersd through authorized channels, US EUGCCOM
directed that where the exigencies of the service required the furnish-
ing of direct relief by any of its component commanders, invoices cever-
ing the amount of such assistance bte forwarded to the MSA Missien at The

b

6(1) Cable DA-930564 (SMC In £93 Feb), COFS from COA to US CINCEUR
and CINCUSAREUR, 4 Fe‘%:: 53, SECRET. In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab IV.
(2) Cable DA.-030629 FSA from COA te US CINCEUR, 5 Feb 53. SECHET.
In ibid. (Incoming Cab;ﬁQB? Tab ¥, '

Teable DA-931447 (SMC Tn 3367 Feb), COFSA from COA to CINCUSAREUR,
CINCUSAFE, CINCNEIM, and COMNAVGER, 14 Feb 53, SECRET. In ibid. (In-
coming Cables}s Tab XIV,



Hague for reimbursement in accerdance with the coeordinated State-
Defense pelicy.

39, Accounting Procedures

The Department of the Army directed that accounting for Army support
by USAREUR be handled as required by Section III, AR 500-60. This
regulation was predicated upon the availability of the American Red
Cross as the agency in charge of relief operations in an emergency. For
accounting purposes USAREUR substituted the American Military Relief
Organization for the American Red Cross in its interpretation of AR
500-60 Snd followed the accounting proesdures prescribed by that regu-
lation.’” Under the accounting system set up by USAREUR; supplies, equip-
ment, etc., needed for disaster relief operations in the Netherlands
were shipped to AMRO and charged to Project 910 by USAREUR fiscal offie
cers. AMRO accountable officers were at first directed to maintain
temporary accounts for such property and to obtain the proper receipts
from the designated Netherlands officials for all property turned over
to their government. As this system did not work well in practice, AMRO
instead maintained informal jacket files for accounting purposes. At
the close of the operations all unused property and all unexpendable
property issued for relief purposes and not further required was return-
ed to AMRO and the jacket files credited for all such returns. These
items were then shipped to the proper depots where the rehabilitation
costs were figured for each separate item., The depots then forwarded
the shipping documents to the fiscal officers who removed the end-item
cost from t&a account but entered the rehabllitation cost for final
settlement.,

a, Issuing of Administrative Orders. Full instructions for USAREUR
and AMRO accounting procedures were contained in the administrative
orders issued by both headquarters for the guldance of their personnel.
USAREUR Administrative Order No. 1 for Netherlands Disaster Relief,
issued on 5 February 1953, contained in Annex No. 2 instructions for
accountability for shipments to AMRO and for the logistical support
of the Netherlands Government in the disaster rellef effort. AMRO ad-
ministrative Order No. 1, issued on the following day, was intended to
be used in conjunction with USAREUR Administrative Order No. 1. Annex
A of the AMRO order contained instructions for accounting procedures

8Catle-2017202 (SMC In 4749 Feb), US GINCEUR to CINCUSAREUR,
CINCUSAFE, CINCNELM, and COMNAVGER, 20 Feb 53, SECRET. In ibid.
(Incoming Cables), Tab XX.

9Cable DA-930629 (SMC In 1249 Feb), COFSA from COk to US CINCEUR,
5 Feb 53. SECRET. In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab V.

10Interv, Mr. J. R. Moenk, USAREUR Hist Div, with It Col S. J.
Heliker, C/USAREUR Compt Div Acct Procedures Br, 5 Mar 53, UNCLASSIFIED.
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applicable to the support rendered to the Royal Netherlands Army, in-
cluding provision for the return of ncnexpendable supplies by the
Netherlands when no longer needed for relief purposes. Annex A also
made provision for the slavage of all quartermaster air drop supplies
and their rehabilitation for further use, thus insuring a sizeable
reduction in the final over-all cost of the relief operations. USAREUR
Administrative Order No. 1 was changed on 12 February when a new Annex
No., 2 was issued, providing for the use of the informal jacket files
for accounting purposes by the fiscal officer of Avro, 11

b. Final Accounting by USAREUR Units. In order to simplify the
final accounting procedures, USAREUR directed that all U.S. Army units
assigned to AMRO clear sll property issued to them through AMRO for
relief purposes prior to their return to home stations. This procedure
enabled AMRO to account for all supplies in the hands of USAREUR units
before the actual phase-out of AMRO. USAREUR also directed that all
property issued to AMRO accounts on memorandum receipt be recovered
prior to the departure of the units for their home stations. In addi-
tion to AMRO accounts, other USAREUR accounts were kept for property
issued to the participating units before their departure from Germany,
or issued directly through USAREUR technical service supply channels.
All participating units were, therefore, directed to turn in all property
received directly from other USAREUR sources for relief purposes im-
mediately upon their return to their home stations.l?

40. USAREUR Cost Estimates

Department of the Army instructions to US EUCCM and USAREUR speci-
fied that a cost estimate of the operations be developed by those two
commands in accordance with the applicable provisions of AR 500-60. 4s
has been noted, the over-all ceiling on expenditures for all three ser-
vices was put at $2,000,000, with the limitation for each individual
gservice to be established by US EUCOM.13 Since most of the supplies
for the relief operation had been dispatched during the first five days

11(1) USAREUR Admin Order No. 1 for Netherlands Disaster Rellef,

5 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In USAREUR SGS Neth Relief file (Neth Relief
Log), Tab V (Tab P). (2) AMRO Admin Order No. 1, 6 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED.
In ibid. (Neth Relief Log), Tab VII (Tab H).

12caple SC-12524, CINCUSAREUR to AMRO, 16 Feb 53. UNCIASSIFIED. In
ibid. (Outgoing Cables), Tab XIII.

13(1) cable DA-93056/4 (SMC In 893 Feb), COFSA to US CINCEUR and
CICUSAREUR, 4 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab
IV. (2) Cable DA=930629 (SMC In 1249 Feb), CCOFSA to US CINCEUR, 5 Feb
53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab V.
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of February, USAREUR was able by € February to secure from its technical
services figures on which to base an estimate of the ultimate cost of
the supplies required for the entire operation.

a. Quartermaster and Engineer Estimates. By far the greater pro-
portion of supplies furnished by USAREUR had come from the Cuartermaster
and Engineer Divisions because of the ability of those two technical
services to fill the peculiar needs of the situation in the Netherlands,
The larger share of this amount was furnished by the Quartermaster Divi-
sion, which furnished supplies valued at $68,040.00 to the Netherlands
during the period 1 = 6 February, as shown in the following table:l4

Ttem _ Unit tit Unit Cost Total
Total Value $68,040,00
"C" Rations Each 3,000 $ 2.15 6,450,00
Tablet, water purification, Bottle 30,000 .07 2,100.00
Chlorine, 50 per bottle
Powder, water purification, Box 500 1.97 985.00
tubs, 100 tubes per box
Bag, aviators Each 50 5028 264,00
Container, A-21 Each 312 53.00 16,536.00
Container, A-5 Fach €6 39.25 2,590.50
Neb, A-10 Each i3 38,20 496.60
Pad, Shock Each 50 4080 240,00
Sling, A-7A Each 123 39.25 4,827.75
Parachute, G-1A Each 393 71.05 27,922.65
Parachute, G-13 Each 50 112,55 5,627.50

The items most in demand for the relief efforts of the Netherlands
agencies, however, were furnished by the USAREUR Engineer Division. As
announced by the Netherlands engineers at the conference of U.S. and
lletherlands officials on 2 February, the greatest need in the engineer-
ing field was for materlals for emergency dike repairs and supplies and
equipment for water purification in the flooded areas. Shipments of engl-
neer snpglies to the Netherlands during the period 1 - 6 February were as
follows 15

liMemo, It Col M, L. Tribe, Asst C/USAREUR QM Div Sup Br, to Col L.
W. Bernard, C/USAREUR G-/ Div Sve Br, 6 Feb 53, sub: Supplies Shipped to
Ketherlands for Disaster Relief., UNCLASSIFIED. In USAREUR G-4 729.3,
Vol. I (1953), Item 6 atchd.

15Memo, Col L. W. Bernard, C/USAREUR G-4 Div Sves Br, to Col L. F.
Wells, USAREUR Dep ACOFS G-4, 6 Feb 53, sub: Disaster Relief Furnished
the Netherlands. UNCLASSIFIED. In USAREUR G-4 Div 729.3, Vol 1
(1953), Item 6 atchd.

= 53 =



Item Unit Cuantity tnit Price Total
Total Value : $61,365.2¢
Shovel Each 11,089 31.70 18,851,.30
Sandbags Each 300,000 o14 42,000.00
Water Purification
Expendables
Calcium Hypochloride 5 1b 12 1,19 14,028
Alum 100 1b 30 6,10 183,00
Carbon Act. 50 1b 3 8.50 25.50
Filters, Aild 50 1b 40 2.80 11.20
Soda Ash 10 1b 200 1.40 280.00

b. Preliminary USAREUR Estimate of 10 February. USAREUR was able
to transmit to US EUCOM on 10 February a preliminary cost estimate of
the relief operations in the Netherlands, based on the cost of the first
nine days of operations. During the period 1 - 9 February, $516,600 was
obligated by USAREUR, USAFE, and U.S. Naval Forces, Germany; the three
services furnishing units for operation under AMRO. This total obli-
gation was broken down as shown in the following table:

tem ! Cost

Total $516,€00
Army ) $247,500
Evacuation service (DUKW's & helicopters) 40,500
U.S. Army supply to Netherlands Army 125,000
Rail transportation 12,000
Destroyed equipment 70,000
Air Force $259,100
Evacuation service 9,100
Freight 1ift 228,000
Supply to Netherlands military 22,000
Navy - $ 10,000
Evacuation service 10,000
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By 10 February AMRO headquarters had already contemplated commencing the
phase-out of the operations as of 0600, 17 February, barring unforeseen
circumstances, and had decided thalt all units partaking in the operatlons,
with the exception of a small detachment, would depart the lietherlands
prior to 21 February. USAREUR accordingly estimated that the $2,000,000
limitation imposed tz the Department of the Army would be adequate for
the entire mission.t

¢. Final Cost Egtimate by AMRO, 3 March. A final cost estimate of

the opeations was drawn up by the Comptroller Section;, AMRO, after the
close-out of operations on 17 February and after credits had been made
to the accounts for materials returned by the Netherlands Government

and by the U.S. units participating in the cperations. The final cost
estimate for the equipment and servieces furnished to the Netherlands
Govern%gnt during the peried 1 - 17 February is shown in the following
table:

Total Cost $956,736.00
Army $484,036.00
Quartermaster Corps 92,034.00
Engineer Corps 207,000.00
Helicopter Detachment, Seventh Army 54,275.00
Signal Corps 1,000,000
Ordnance Corps 2,000.00
Destroyed equipment 100,000.00
Transportaticn Corps 7,727.00
Per Diem to TDY personnel 20,000.00C
Air Force $117,700,00
Freight 1ift and evacuation 112,700.C0
Per Diem to TDY personnel 5,000,00

16Ccable SX-1978, CINCUSAREUR to US CINCEUR, 10 Feb 53. SECRET.
In USAREUR SGS Neth Relief file (Outgoing Cables), Tab IX.

17Memo, sgd Maj R. L. Knight, AMRO Compt, 3 Mar 53, sub: Estimated
Cost for Equipment and Services to Netherlands Government Turing Period
2 - 17 February 1953, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Neth Relief Log),
Tab XVI.
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Navy _ $ 25.000.0C

Freight 1ift and evacuation 25,000.00
Property Left in The Netherlagggle $330,000,00
Engineer equipment 330,000,006 .

41. Final Cost Accounting

The figure presented by the AMRO Comptroller for the cost of
equipment and services furnished to the Netherlands Government during
the relief operations did not represent the final cost of the opera-
tion, AR 500=-60 required that all nonexpendable supplies and all
salvageable supplies be returned to U.S. Army control and credit
charges made for all such equipment returned. The costs for rehabili-
tating salvageable material were entered as charges in the accounts
of the operations but the end-item charge itself was removed by means
of a credit charge. In some cases, figures presented by the AMRO
Comptroller do not coincide with the final figures on support cost
presented by participating services. In such cases provision was made
for an audit by the 7756th USAREUR Audit Agency, to arrive at the
accepted figure. Until such an audit is made of the AMRC accounts,
and until all material, supplies, and equlpment is returned by the -
Netherlands Government, no final cost figure can be made for the
operation itself, AR 500—=60 however, provides for the submission of
a fiscal report within 60 days of the terminaticn of relief support.1?

18Note: This equipment was left on MR in the Netherlands for a
specified pericd of time, to be returned as a credit when the need for
the equipment no longer existed; a charge, however, was to be made
against the account for rehabilitation of the subject equipment.

15(1) Interv, Mr. Jo R. Moenk, USAREUR Hist Div, with Lt Col
J. H. Davin, C/USAREUR Fin Div Fiscal Br, 5 Mar 53, UNCLASSIFIED.

(2) Interv, Mr. J. R. Moenk, USARKUR Hist Div, with Maj R. L. Knight,
AMRC Compt, & Mar 53. UNCIASSIFIED,
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CHAPTER V

Administrative and Logistical Support

Section I: U.S. Rurope

42 G=-3 Activitles

USAREUR G-3 assumed a position of importance early in the preparatory
operations for relief in the Netherlands disaster. Col. D. C, Tredennick,
Deputy Assistent Chief of Staff, G-3, who was present at the first staff
meeting called by General Williams for 2130 on 1 February, was charged with
responsibility for selecting and preparing troop units for movement to the
Netherlands upon call, G=3 was also directed to obtain informastion with
regard to the availability of 1ight planes and helicopters in the command
and to alert as many as necessary for possible movement to the disaster
area. Colonel Tredennick was selected as the G=3 representative on General
Eddy's reconnaissance team and remained with General Eddy's staff at The
Hague, assuming the position of AMRO Chief of Staff after Brig. Gen. R. Go
Gard, USAREUR Deputy Chief of Staff for Operations, returned to Heidelbergol

8. Pergonnel Movements and Alerts. At the USAREUR staff meeting held
on the morning of 3 February, G=3 was charged by the Chief of Staff with
responsibility for screening all personnel requests from AMRO in order to
avoid the dispatch of unnecessary personnel to the Netherlands. This
function included the actual sereening of requests for units from AMRO,
selection of the specific USAREUR units to meet the desired needs, alert=-
ing the selected units for movement, and finally effecting the movement of
each selected unit upon call by AMRO, G=3 was directed to inform AMRO of -

IMemo for red, sgd Maj Gen E. To Williams, USAREUR COFS, 2 Feb 53.
UNCLASSIFIED, In USAREUR SGS Neth Relief file (Neth Relief Log), Tab I (Tab J)

- 57 o



the strength of each unit dispaiched %o ths “ztherlands? the estimated time
of = “1val at the border QTOS&LBF pOlEu, and the egtimated time of arrival
at the unitis destinstion.< All alerting of sdditional units as required
by the urgency of the situation, changes in the alert status, and the re-
movel of units from alert status remained the responsibility of the USAREUR
G~3 until the final removal of all units from alert status by USAREUR on

9 February.’

b Status Reportg. On 3 February, Gensral Willisms directed G-3 &«
prepare summaries of USAREUR activities 1 lanas rell
tions twice daily, at 08C0 and 1600, for for g Us GIH
addressee and te AMRO, Seventh Army, USAREUR COMZ, CIW“U%;‘MG ulﬂNﬁVubR
and HICOG for informations The body of ‘*e report was to be in four parts
as follows: {1) units F;Uiﬂg**StJ*“?un cstimated time of departure (ETD),
time of arrival at border crossing peint; =nd estimated time of arrival
(ETA); (2) units having received movement orders-—strength and EID; (3)
units alerted for movement——strength and EID; and {4) suppliss sent and
other activities. The units aofearim in Lh& summary reports were to be
listed by service component (Arm Navv or Alr), and descriptions were to
incliude the nature and type of equlpmeﬁt being moved by the units. Summary
reports were to be unclassified insofar as possible. The summary reports
vere to include references to all separate movement messages previously
gsent, in order to prevent confusion on the part of the recipients of the
reports.4 On 6 February USARZUR G-3 inforﬂed the reciplents of the summary
reports that beginning with the following day, 7 February, the reports would
be submitted on a one-a~day basis at 0800 each day.5 On 11 February, it
was decided that since there had been no changes to report for the past two
days, the summary reports of actions would be discontinued unless changes
in the situation in the Netherlands warranted further reports.® Reports
were not resumedo

- b=

rding to

43. G=/ Activities

The major operation of USAREUR in the relief efforts was the logistical
support of AMRO and of the Netherlands militery through the ageney of AMRO,
At the same time that G-3 was directed to sereen all requests for personnel
units from AMRO, G-4 was directed to screen all requests for rail movements

2Memo, USAREUR Off of DCOFS Opns, 3 Feb 53, sub: Instructions of the
COFS to USAREUR Staff Officers, 3 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid, (Neth
Relief Log), Tab III (Tab F=1).

3Interv, Mr. Jo R. Moenk, USAREUR Hist Div, with Col G. L. Pace,
c/usmun G-3 Opns Br, 12 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED,

4C/N 1, USAREUR SGS to USAREUR G-3, 3 Feb 53, subs Daily USAREUR Re-
lief Summary Reports., UNCLASSIFIED, In USAREUR SGS Neth Relief file (Neth
Relief Log), Tab I (Tab L-1).

5Cable SG=11963, CINCUSAREUR to US CINCEUR, 6 Feb 53. UNGLASSIFIED.
In ibid. (Cutgoing Cables), Tab V.

Cable SC=12270, CINCUSAREUR %o US CINCE UR, 1L Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED,
In ibid. (Cutgoing Gableﬂ)g Tab X.

¥x
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of supplies and eguipment both from AMRO and from the USAREUR technicel
services. Col. Do F. Slaughter, Deputy Chief, Supply Branch, USAREUR

G-4, was designated by Brig. Gen. F. A. Henning, Assistant Chief of Staff
G-/, USAREUR, as the G-4 representative on the AMRO staff at The Hague,
with directions to screen all supply requests from that headquarters and

to meke an attempt to centralize the channels of transmission. At the
USAREUR staff meeting on 3 February, General Henning snnounced that G=4

was setting up a daily train beginning on D-day plus 3 to handle ration
supply for the U.S, units in the Netherlands. This train would be destined
for the air field at Gilze-Rijen where sz guartermssier mation breakdown
point would be locateds In addition, G-4 announced that every effort would
be made to procure material locally in the Netherlands. The chief activity
of G=4 in this operation was the normal coordination of the activities of
the USAREUR technical services involwed in the support sctivities.’

44e The Technical Services

Because of the nature of the situation in the Netherlands thers were
urgent requirements for support by at least four of the USAREUR technical
services. Early communiques from the Netherlands and the conferences with
the Netherlands officlals indicated the existence of requirements for sup-
plies, equipment, and operations which would have to be met by the Enginesr,
Quartermaster, and Signal Divisions. The fourth USAREUR technical service,
the Transportation Division, entered the picture because of the require-
nment for transporting the required supplies and equipment from depots in
Germany to the scene of operations in the Netherlands, a requirement compli-
cated by the crossing of an internationsl border. In addition, the Engineer
Division was selected to furnish the units for operational activities in
the disaster relief, while the Quartermaster Division would, of necessity,
have to furnish subsistence and POL support for the units operating under
AMRO,

a., Quartermaster. One of the earliest requirements in the disaster
relief operations was for materials for aerial drop to stranded victims
of the flood, Personnel trained in the packing of supplies for aerial
drop were also needed. The first materials requested from USAREUR were
parachutes, lashings and containers for the aerial drop activities, and
Quartermaster Division supply personnel to supervise the air drops. The
USAREUR Quartermaster Division dispatched a detachment of its 557th Quarter-
master Aerial Supply Company to pack the requested cargo parachutes and
A=21 assault containers for aerial delivery of Class I supplies, and 1o
provide ejection crews for the four USAFE C-119 cargo planes used in this

TMemo, USAREUR Off of DCOFS Opns, 3 Feb 53, sub: Instructions of the
COFS to TUSAREUR Staff Officers. UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid. (Neth Relief Log),
‘Tab IIT (Tab F=1),
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operation.® POL support was provided by stetioning e detachment of the
520th Quartermaster Petroleum Supply Company at Duesseldorf, Germany, to
service vehicles on the road to the Netherlands, and a detachment of the
531st Quartermaster Petroleum Supply Company with the 39th Engineer
Construction Group headquarters st Breda.? In accordance with General
Eddy's order that all U.S. troops in the Netherlands be fed from Germany
and that the Netherlands not be asked to furnish any food during the
emergency period, the USAREUR Quartermaster Division made provision for
the shipment of rations to the Netherlands and dispatched = detachment
of the 540th Quartermaster Subsistence Company to establish s ration
breakdown point at Breda for the troops operating in the field.iC As
noted in Chepter IV, the USAREUR Quartermaster Division shipped a total
of $92,034.00 worth of supplies to the Netherlands during the period

2 = 17 February, during which AMRO wes in actual operation.ll

b. Engineer Division. Because of the peculiar needs of the situ-
ation, the USAREUR Engineer Division was called upon to provide supplies
and equipment for use by the Netherlands Government, and supplies, equip-
ment, and units for the U,S. operational activities in the Netherlands.
The Chief, Engineer Division, was directed to provide the 39th Engineer
Construction Group headquarters to Punction as the field operating head-
quarters in the Netherlands and the 795th Engineer Dumf Truck Company to
transport supplies and materials in the stricken area,l? The first ship-
ment of supplies to the Netherlands from USAREUR contained the following
items from engineer depot stock: 300,000 sandbags; 10,000 shovels; 6
3,000-gallon canvas water tanks; and 35 water pcintsali In all the USAREUR

8(1) Cable PRO-986 (SMC In 140 Feb), QM Pur Off (The Hague) to CING-
USAREUR, 2 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab II.
(2) Memo for recd, USAREUR Asst DCOFS Opns, 2 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In
ibid. (Neth Relief Log), Tab I (Tab C-1).

2(1) Cable 1386 (SMC In 525 Feb), Seventh Army to 531st QM POL Sup-
ply Co, 3 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab III.
(2) Cable 5484 (SMC In 625 Feb), Seventh Army to CINCUSAREUR, 3 Feb 53.
RESTRICTED, In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab III.

10(1) Cable PRD=1074 (SMC In 397 Feb), Maj Gen W, H, Middleswart, US-
AREUR QM (The Hague), to CINCUSAREUR, 3 Feb 53, UNGCLASSIFIED, In ibid.
(Incoming Cables), Tab III. (2) Cable SC-11806, CINCUSAREUR to AMRO,

4 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Outgoing Cables), Tab III,

11Memo, sgd Maj Lo R. Knight, AMRO Cempt, 3 Mar 53, sub: Estimated
Cost for Equipment and Services to Netherlands Government During Period
2 = 17 Februery 1953, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Neth Relief Log), Tab XVI,

12(1) Cable SX=1763, CINCUSAREUR to US CINCUER, 2 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED,
In ibid. (Outgoing Cables); Tab L. (2) SZ-1791, CINCUSAREUR to 39th Engr
Const Gp, 2 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Outgoing Cables), Tab I,

13Cable SC-11765, CINCUSAREUR to US GINGEUR, 3 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED.
In ibid. (Outgoing Cables), Tab II.



Engineer Division furnished a total of $207,000 worth of engineer supplies
and equipment to the Netherlands Government and left an additional $330,000
worth of equipment (DUKW's and water purification units) in the hands of
the Netherlands military for use until 15 March 1953,14 _

co Signal Divigion. The disruption of the Netherlands communications
facilities as a result of the flood, necessitated the inclusion of communi-
cations teams among the units dispatched to the Netherlands. General Eddy
designated the 17th Signal Operations Battalion to provide communications
facilities for the units operating in the disester area, and to provide
communications between the headquarters at Breda and The Hague and between
The Hague and Heidelberg.l? The Chief, USAREUR Signal Division, augmented
the 17th Signal Operations Battalion with a detachment of the 317th Signal
Construction Battal%on and the 20th Low Power Radio Team of the 39th Signal
Support Battaliono> By noon of 4 Februery, the USAREUR Signal Division
was able to report the establishment of the following signal communications
from USAREUR to the Netherlands: (a) one Red Line telephone circuit, one
teletype circuit, and one radic teletype circuit from Heidelberg to The
Hague; (b) one teletype circuit from The Hague to Breda; (¢c) one continu-
ous wave (CW) circuit from V Corps to The Hague; and (d) one teletype
circuit from the Quartermaster Purchasing Center, Frankfurt, to the Quarters
master Purchasing Office in The Hague (Diagram 1).l7

de Transportation Division. The disaster relief operations in the
Netherlands created transportation requirements which it became the re-
sponsibility of the USAREUR Transportation Division to meet. On 2 Febru-
ary the Trensportation Division was directed to provide truck companies
for hauling POL supplies in the Netherlands and between Mannheim and the
Class III Supply Point at Duesseldorf. At the same time, the USAREUR G-4,
requested the Transportation Division to establish a railhead at Vught,
the Netherlands, on D-day plus 3 for administrative purposes only. Since
all supplies, umits, etc., had to cross the international border between
the Netherlands and Germany, the 8th Transportation Traffic Regulating
Group (TTRG) continued to require Transportation Corps clearances for all

LiMemo, sgd Maj L. R. Knight, AMRO Compt, 3 Mar 53, sub: Estimated
Cost for Equipment and Services to the Netherlands Govermment During the
Period 2 -~ 17 February 1953, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid. (Neth Relief Ilog),
Tab XVI o

15Cable SX-1788, CINCUSAREUR to 39th Engr Const Gp, 2 Feb 53, UN-
CLASSIFIED, In ibid. (Outgoing Cables), Tab I.

16(1) Cable 5489 (SMC In 819 Feb), Seventh Army to CINCUSAREUR, 4
Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab IV, (2) Cable
0714022 (SMC In 1679 Feb), US CINCEUR 4o COFSA, 7 Feb 53, CONFIDENTIAL,
In ibid. (Incoming Gab19359 Tab VIL,
- IIIUSAREUR SGS DO Log, 2350 3 Feb 53, In ibid. (Neth Relief Log),
B o .
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48. Adr Force Operzbtions in the Netherlsnds

In relief operations in the Netherlands, USAFE ~ircraft engaged in air
rescue, aerial drop, snd aerial reconnaissance missions, as directed by the
Netherlands air authoritieg and AMRO headquarters. In addition, supplies
were delivered from USAFE stocks to meet requirsments which could not be
£i11led by USAREUR depots for items of USAFE issue necessary for emergency
evacuation and relief of suffering during the early flood stages, such as
rubber 1life rafts and exposure suits.’2 Air Foree persormsl participating
in the relief operations in the Netherlands included one paratroop rescue
team for possible use in rescue and evacustion work, one paratroop medicel
team, to provide emergency medical service in the eritical arsas, and one
ground party radio unit to maintain radic communicationg botween the air
headquarters and the planes in actual operation.33

a. Types of Aircraft FEmployed. USAFE employed {ive different types
of aircraft in the Netherlands, according to the requirements presented
to the Air Force for the use of aircraft. Included in these operating
aircraft were three H-19 helicopters and six SA-16 amphibious planes from
the Air-Sea Rescue Service, which were employed in the evacuation of vietimg
from the flcoded areas. In addition USAFE had two 0=47 planes for recomnais=-
sance missions over the disaster area, and ten cergo planes, one C-82 and
nine C=119's, for freight movement, from Germany to the Netherlands, from
the airfields in the Netherlands to areas where the equipment was needed,
and for air drop of emergency supplies to the flood vietims, 34

b, Summary of Operations, During the peried of the Netherlands
emergency, USAFE aircraft flew a total of 426 hours in performing 353
sorties, USAFE aircraft evacuated a total of 141 persons and air trans-
ported 1,134,100 pounds of supplies. Of the supplies airlifted, 660,000
pounds were dellvered to the disaster area by operations which involved
598 separate glr drops. The type of cargo airlifted by USAFE aircraft
included emergency rations; water purification equipment, blankets,
medical supplies, flotation equipment; and emergency clothing. In ad-
dition to the actual operation of the required airecraft in the disaster
area, USAFE supplied the following items of peculiar Air Force issue for

32(1) Cable 042315Z (SMC In 932 Feb), AMRO to CINCUSAREUR, 4 Feb 53.
UNCLASSIFIED, In ibide. (Incoming Cables) Tab IV, (2) Cable EOOTF=47794
(SMC In 3811 Feb), CINCUSAFE to US CINCEUR, 17 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED,

In ibid. (Incoming Cables) Tab XVII, :

33Cable EOOTF-47053 (SMC In 1437), CINCUSAFE to CINCUSAREUR, US
CINCEUR, GOFSAF, and USLO AAFCE, 6 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid.
(Incoming Cables), Tab VI,

34Cable EOOTF-47287, CINCUSAFE to US CINCEUR, CINCUSAREUR, COFSAF,
and USLO AAFCE, 10 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid. (Incoming Cables),
T&b Xu
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relief in the Netherlands: (a) thirty-six six-man life rafts; (b) three
hundred one-man life rafts; and (c) thirty exposure or immersion suits.
A detailed breakdown of USAFE performance by aircraft type is shown in
the following chart:35

Type Number Hours Flown Sorties Evacuated Tonnage

Total: 21 423350 353 161 1,134,100
SA-16 6 107245 48 21 64000
H-19 3 83:55 131 140 7,900
Y, RN 36120 14 0 17,000 -
c-g2 1 8345 5 0 2,000
c-119 9 187:05 155 0 1,101,200

Section III: U.S., Navel Forces, Germeny (USNAVGER)

49 Requests for Naval Craft

On 1 February, Maj. Gen. R, K. Taylor, US EUCOM Chief of Staff, sug-
gested to General Williams that naval assistance, possibly in the field of
small power boats, be included in the requirements for disaster relief in .
the Netherlands. He suggested to General Williams that a Navy representa-—
tive from U.,S. Naval Forces, Germany, accompany General Eddy's reconnais-
sance party to the Netherlands on 2 February in order to finalize require-
ments for naval asslstance.3® RAdm. Howard E. Orem, Commander, U.S. Naval
Forces, Germany, and Capt. W. C. Hughes, Assistant Chief of Staff for Plans
and Operations, U.S. Naval Forces, Germany, accompanied General Eddy on the
reconnaissance trip to the Netherlands and participated in the conferences
with the Netherlands officials.3” On the basis of initial requirements,
Admiral Orem ordered two landing craft of the U.S. Navy Rhine River Patrol
to proceed at once to the Netherlands, carrying with them special demolition

35Cable EOOTF-47794, CINCUSAFE to US CINCEUR, 17 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED,
In ibid. (Incoming Cables), Tab XVII,

Memo for red, sgd Maj Gen E. T. Williams, USAREUR COFS, 2 Feb 53, sub:
Telephons call from Maj Gen R. K. Taylor, COFS US EUCOM, 2100, 1 Feb 53.
uucmggmmn, In ibid. (Neth Relief Log), Teb I (Tab J),

Tbid,
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and 1life saving equipment,® On 3 February Admiral Orem held a special
conference with the Chief of the Netherlands Royal Navy, at which time it
developed thal the Netherlands Navy was in command of the situation and it
was doubtful if any further aid from the U.S. Navy would be required.3?

50. Naval Oraft and Personnel Participating

The firgt naval craft from the Rhine River Patrol temporarily as-
signed to duty on the Netherlands Ares were two landing craft, ICU 1174
and ICR 1001; under the command of L. Cdr., Terrencs M, Griffin. These
two ~raft arrived at Nijmegen on 4 February and vere ordered to stand by
in orier to provide over-wabter transportation for rsscue vehicleg as
neede ,40 On 6 February these vessels wers augmented by the addition of
two patrol boats of the Rhine River Patrol, PR 24 and PR 26, The four
vessels were formed into Naval Task Unit 104.1.7 with Commander Griffin
designated as commander. This Naval Task Unit was placed under the oper=
ational control of AMRO with the mission of carrying out the orders of
that command in conducting relief work.4l In addition to being commander
of the Naval Task Unit in the Netherlands relief operations, Commander
Griffin also served as the chief of the Navy Section of the AMRO staff,
having succeeded to that position upon the departure of Admiral Orem and
Captain Hughes on 4 February.42

51. Request for Transfer of Naval Craft to the Netherlands

On 18 February, the day after the departure of the Naval Task Unit
from the Netherlands, Admiral COrem received a request from the Chief of
Staff of the Royal Netherlands Navy, regarding the availsbility of ICT!'s
and LCM's for use in dike repair in the flooded areas. The Netherlands
Government had in mind a permanent transfer of the equipment in question
and desired to know the provisions that would apply in the event such a
transfer were possible.

38Interv, Mro J. R, Moenk, USAREUR Hist Div, with Capt W. C. Hughes,
USNAVGER ACOFS Plans and Opns, 12 Mar 53. UNCLASSIFIED,

3Memo for rcd, USAREUR Off of COFS, 3 Feb 53, sub: Telephone call
from Maj Gen £, T, Williams, COFS USAREUR, to Lt Gen M. S. Eddy, CINC-
USAREUR, in The Hague, 1120, 3 Feb, UNCLASSIFIED, In USAREUR SGS Neth
Relief files (Neth Relief Log), Tab I (Tab B-1),

40Cable SC-11845, CINCUSAREUR to US CINCEUR, 4 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED,
In ibid. (Outgoing Cables), Tab III. :

41(1) Cable 0615092 (SMC In 1324 Feb), COMNAVGER to CORRPAT, 6 Feb 53,
UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (Outgoing Cables), Tab VI, (2) Cable 061545Z (SMC
In 1331 Feb), COMNAVGER to CORRPAT, 6 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid.
(Outgoing Cables), Tab VI,

42Interv, Mr. Jo Ro Moenk, USAREUR Hist Div, with Capt W. C. Hughes,
USNAVGER ACOFS Plans and COpng, 12 Mar 53, UNCLASSIFIED,



a. USNAVGER Views., Admiral Orem informed the Gommander in Chief,
USAREUR, that U.S. Naval Forces, Germany, had no craft available for
permanent transfer to the Royal Netherlands Navy. Notwithstanding the
fact that the number of landing craft assigned to USNAVGER was currente
ly below NATO standards, Admiral Orem announced that he could make two
ICU%s available for a limited period of time, In the event that General
Eddy should desire USNAVGER to render further assistance to the Nether-
lands Government, Admiral Orem recommended that U.S. Navy crews remain
on board any craft committed.43

b. US EUCOM Decision. On 19 February, RAdm. Roscoe Good, Assistant
Chief of Staff, J=3, US EUCOM, called General Williams to settle the
question of setion to be taken on the cable from the Netherlands Navy,
General Williams believed that Admiral Orem ghould answer the cable since
it had been sent to him, but both Admiral Good and General Taylor wers
of the opinion that it should be answered by US EUCOM as the senior U.S.
command in Europe. The Netherlands Navy was informed that action on
their cable to Admiral Orem hed been transferred to the jurisdiction of
US EUCOM and that it had been determined by US EUCOM that no U.S. Navy
craft of the types requested were available for permanent transfer.

US EUCOM, however, designated Maj. Gen. A, H, Noble, Chief, MAAG Nether-
lands, to diseuss the matter further with the Royal Netherlands Naval
authorities and to explain in greater detail the inability of US EUCCM
to effect the requested transfer because of previous NATO commi tment .4

43Cable 181656Z (SMC In 4102 Feb), COMNAVGER to CINCUSAREUR, 18 Feb
53, UNCLASSIFIED, In USAREUR SGS Neth Relief files (Incoming Cables),
Tab XVIII, :

44(1) Cable 1910102 (SMC In 4300 Feb), US CINCEUR to Neth Chief of
Naval Staff, The Hague, 19 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED., In ibid. (Incoming
Cables), Tab XIX. (2) Memo for red, Off of USAREUR COFS, 19 Feb 53, subs
Telephone call from RAdm Roscoe Good, US EUCCM ACOFS J=3, to Maj Gen E.
T. Williams, USAREUR COFS, 0915, 19 Feb 53, UNCLASSIFIED, In ibid.
(Neth Relief Log), Tab XIV.






CHAPTER VI

Evaluation

52, General

A definitive analysis of U.S. relief operations in the Netherlands
flood disaster must necessarily be based on careful evaluvation of all
pertinent information. Although some reports of participating units are
not available, sufficient information has been obtained to serve as a
basis for a preliminary evaluation. To a certain extent, the preceding
chapters have included analysis of operations, and this material is not
repeated here. The authors of this report were in the favorable position
of gathering materials during the period of the operations, both in the
field and at USAREUR headquarters.

53. Organization and Mission

The mission assigned to AMRO, which was to assist the Netherlands
Armed Forces in the evacuation of persons from the disaster area and to
relieve suffering caused by the Netherlands flood, was effectively
carried out under the direction of the Netherlands military authorities.
Upon the receipt of the decision to extend assistance, no time was lost
in the alerting of units that could be useful. Following the determi-
nation of Netherlands requirements, the designated units, personnel,
and equipment were promptly dispatched from the three branches of the
service which participated in the operation. The prompt establishment
of AMRO headquarters was an effective means of organizing and directing
U.S. military rellef efforts in the Netherlands.

5. Coordination with the Netherlands

U.S. military relief activities were under the operational control
of the Netherlands Armed Forces, which in turn were under the direction
of the civilian agencies. No independeni operations were planned or

B, T



initiated by U.S. forces.t

a. Lack of a Pre-Disaster Pian by Netherlands., The Netherlands
military authorities did not have a disaster relief plan prepared; at
least none was made available to U.S, military suthorities. The plans
for the employment of U.S. military forces were developed after the
arrival of U,S. personnel and after determining the situation by recon-
naissance,?2 It sppears that some time was lost befors an efficient plan
was developed.

b. Relatlonships between U.S. Military Personnel snd the Nether-
lands Population. The relationships between U.S. persomnel and the
people of the Netherlands were marked by the highest mutusl regard.

The citizens of the Netherlands, both in the disaster area and else-
where, met the Americans with every gesture of courtesy and gocd will,
every form of hosplitality, and every exprassion of gratitude for the
assistance which the Americans offered. Ccmmand and liaison levels of
the Royal Netherlands Armed Forces extended every assistance. The sup-
port of U.S. military forces rendered by the Netherlands Government was
adequate and satisfactory. Throughout the period of U.S. relief activi-
ties the personnel of AMRO headquarters were briefed daily in the Command
Building of the Netherlands Territorial Command. A daily geographical
and military review of fleod relief activities was also furnished.?

¢. Relationships of German Labor Service Personnel with the
Netherlands Populstion. In view of the World War II experiences of the
Netherlands, uncertainty existed as to the manner in which the German
labor service perscnnel manning the DUXW's would be received., Initially
the Germans were greeted with a cold reserve which, however, turned to
one of ready and even enthusiastic reception when the Netherlanders
observed the DUKW crews work unceasingly by night and day to alleviate

suffering and save lives and property.

1Memo for red, USAREUR DCOFS Opns, 2 Feb 53, subs Telephone Call
from General Eddy at The Hague to General Williams, 2 Febtruary 53. UN=
CLASSIFIED, In USAREUR SGS Neth Relief files (Neth Relief Log), Tab I
(Tab A=1).

2Ltr, Brig Gen R, R. Hendrix, CG AMRO, to Capt E. K. Stewart, USAREUR
Hist Div, 27 Feb 53, UNCIASSIFIED, In USAREUR Hist Div Neth Relief files.

3These statements are based on the personal observations of members
of the USAREUR Historical Division with AMRO and the responses to ques-
tions asked by them of representative U.S. participants and Netherlands
civilian and military personnel,

4(1) Interv, Capt E. K. Stewart, USAREUR Hist Div, with Lt Col J. S.
Iynn, 79724 1SC, 9 Feb 53, UNCIASSIFIED. (2) Interv, Capt E. K.
Stewart and Capt M. A. Hooper, USAREUR Hist Div, with Maj G. A. Worth,
79724 15C, 11 Mar 53, 5
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55, Field Operations

a. Use of Foulpment. A disaster relief plan is necessary to accor~
plish the immediate and effective employment of any assisting military
forces. To effect coordination of assisting forces at the national level
the provisions of the plan must be made known to all high level authori-
ties.” To some extent field operations were hampered by incomplete dis-
semination of this essential information. Some equipment was not used,
such as that brought by the 1279th Engineer Combat Battalion, and if
used would have exceeded the requirements of the mission. Although
some of the water points wers not used, they were dispatched at the
insistence of the Netherlands authorities. Their limitations in making
salt water potable and the extent of their employment could not be pre-
determined either by the Netherlands or the U.S. authorities., Other
work done by operating units, such as road and dike repair, although
apparently of secondary importance was essential in support of the as-
signed mission. U.S. forces were used to the maximum degree through-
out the operational psriod and were fully prepared for any operations
made necessary bty the anticipeted crisis of 15 - 16 February.® Stand-
by operations made necessary the postponement of the return of the units
to their home stations until after 16 February.

b. DUKW Operations. Amphibious vehicles received an extended
test during the relief operation, and their operating personnel re-
ceived invaluahle experience. Extensive maintenance made necessary by
the long hours of operation and special conditions of salt water had to
be performed. Underwater debris and obstruction caused considerable
damage to propellers and hulls. Lack of grease seals necessitated pull-
ing the wheels and repacking each night.?’ The DUKW's proved to be

C——

5Ltr, Brig Gen R. R, Hendrix, CG AMRO to Capt E. K. Stewart,
USAREUR Hist Div, 27 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED. In USAREUR Hist Div Neth
Relief files, :

6(1) See Chapter 3, "Phase-Out of AMRO." (2) AMRO G-3 Sit Repts
for period 7 - 16 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED. In USAREUR Hist Div Neth
Relief files. (3) Interv, Capt E. K. Stewart, USAREUR Hist Div, with
Col E. W. Niles, CO 39th Engr Constr Gp, 9 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED,

(4) Interv, Capt M, W. Hooper, USAREUR Hist Div, with Col E. W, Niles,
CO 39th Engr Constr Gp, 9 Mar 53. UNCIASSIFIED.

TIntervs, Capt E. K. Stewart, USAREUR Hist Div, with Lt Col John
Ss Lynn, CO 7972 ISC, 9 Feb 53, and with Lt Col Eric MacDonald, AMRO
Trans Off, 11 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED. (2) Interv, Capt M. A. Hooper,
USAREUR Hist Div, with Maj George A. Worth, 7972 ISC, 11 Mar 53,
UNCLASSIFIED, ;
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adaptable to the unusual conditions in which they wege employed and made
an outstanding contribution to the relief operation.” The Netherlands
authorities were impressed by their performance and requested the re=-
tention of 15 DUKW's until 15 March,

c. Helicopter Operaticns. The helicopters, which are credited
with the bulk of the evacuation of persons from igolated and dangerous
positions, along with the DUKW's and lialson aircraft made a superior
rescue team when in communication with each other and operating under a
coordinated direction.? Since rescus of persons is a primary use of
helicopters in a flood relief mission, a number of specific recommenda-
tions to accomplish that purpose have been sulmitted by the officer in
charge of the Seventh Army helicopters and included in his reportalo
These are primarily concerned with getting the helicopters to the scene
of operations as early as possible.

d. USAFE Activities. The initlal problem of air coordination was
solved quickly by the establishment of an air coordinating officer and
an air section in Headquerters, AMRO. Considering the large number of
aircraft of several types operating from two small airfields (Gilze-
Rijen agg Valkenburg) the air activity constituted a great coordinated
effort.

e. Navy Activities. The U.S. naval contingent did not participate
in direct relief or rescue activities. Their main efforts were recon-
naissance, transportation of personnel and dike repair material, and
stand-by operations for emergency use .12

56, Communications

Initially difficulties were experienced in maintaining communications
with DUKW's. Eventually this and other problems were satisfactorily
solved.

8Final Rept, 39th Engr Constr Gp to AMRO, 17 Feb 53. In USAREUR
Hist Div Neth Relief files. It Col John S. Lynn, Commanding Officer,
7972 1SC, has submitted a final report but it is not avallable at this
time,

9Ltr, Brig Gen R. R. Hendrix, CG AMRO, to Capt E. K. Stewart,
USAREUR Hist Div, 27 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED. In USAREUR Hist Div Neth
Relief files. :

10Netherlands Flood After Action Report by Maj V. L. Poynter,

Seventh Army, Flight Det, 3 Mar 53. UNCIASSIFIED. In ibid.

' 11AMRO Air Sec Sum Rept, 17 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid.
12y,S. Rhine River Patrol Special Task Unit Rept to AMRO, 16 Fedb 53.

UNCLA%S{F§ED. In ibid. :

j 3(1) AMRO Sum of Sig Act, 17 Feb 53. UNCLASSIFIED. In ibid. (2)
Interv, Capt E. K. Stewart and Capt M. A. Hooper, USAREUR Hist Div, with
Lt Col Wm. A, Higgins, AMRO Sig Off, 9 Mar 53. UNCLASSIFIED.
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Glossaxry

Thie rlosszry centains all abbreviations and forelgn words uesed in
this nanuscript, except those found in SR 320-50-1, 28 October 1949, =g

amended.
Term
AAFCE
AMPFMB
AVRO

CINCKRELM

CINCUSAFE

CINCUSAREUR
COFCAF
COMNAVGER
GCORRPAT

cw .

Do

DUKW

EDTC

EES

FO

HICOG

Koninklijke Marechaussed

Definition
Allied Air Forces, Cenirel Eurcpe
American Embassy
American Military Relief Organization

Comnander in Chief, United States Mawval Forces
Eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean

Comaander in Chief, United States Air Forcses
in Burope

Commander in Chief, United Stetes Army, Europe
Chief of Staff, United Staztes Air Force
Commander, Naval Forces, Germany
Commending Officer, Rhine River Patrol
contimious wave (radio term)

duty officer

amphibious truck, 2% ten, cargo
engineer dump truck compeny

European Exchange System

field order

High Commissioner for Germeny (U.S.)

Royal Netherlands Stete Police
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