UNITED STATES ARMY MIDICAL ACTIVITY, NUERNBERG

FACT SHEET
HISTORY

The US Army Hospital, Nuernberg was the first German Army Hospital to
be built after the renouncement of the Treaty of Versailles. Construction
was begun in 1934 and completed in 1937. The building was personally ded-
icated by Adolf Hitler. The Hospital was controlled by the German Army
District Surgeon and operated by personnel of the German 17th Infantry
Division Medical Detachment. During World War II, the hospital was
expanded to serve 1500 patients in the Main Building and 500 more in tem-.
porary buildings. In the closing months of the War, the six story central
section was bombed causing severe damage which was not completely repaired
until March 1947. The Hospital came under the control of the US Army on 20
April 1945, when elements of the US Army occupied Nuernberg. On the 24th
of June 1945, the 116th General Hospital set up operations in the Main
Building. Since 1945, the Hospital has been cccupied by various US Army
Hospital units, and is today operated by the 98th General Hospital
Nuernberg with a 175 bed patient capacity.

VITAL STATISTICS

a. The Nuernberg MEDDAC provides support for all 1st Armored Division,
elements of the VII US Corps and the Seventh US Army Training Command
encompassing an area of approximately 12,000 square miles.

b. The patient population is approximated at 73,000 (50,000 military,
21,500 family members & 1,900 others). The average daily outpatient load
for the MEDDAC is 1,300 with approximately 550-600 patients being seen at:
the hospital. The inpatient bed utilization averages of 85% of the beds
available (approx 144 daily). The hospital averages 3 babies delivered, 23
patients admitted, 10 operations performed and 10,000 laboratory procedures
accomplished daily.

¢. The specialties offered at the hospital can be divided into the
me jor categories of surgical, medical and mental hygieme. In surgery the
specialties are general, orthopedic, eye, ear, nose & throat, physical
therapy, podiatry, speech pathology, audiology, and urology. In medicine
the hospital offers internal medicine, neurology, dermatology and
pediatrics. In mental hygiene the specialties include adult psychiatry,
child psychiatry, social work service, inpatient drug and alcohol abuse
treatment, psychology, and Community Health Nursing which provide various
counseling and education services.



ALMNU-AD 2 I'ebruary 1982
SUBJECT: United States Army Medical Activity, Nuernberg

3. ORGANIZATION:

a. The Nuernberg MEDDAC includes the US Army Hospital Nuernberg (now
designated as the 98th General Hospital), 72nd Medical Detachment (Veterinary
Service) , Tist Medical Detachment (Preventive Medicine) and 10 outlying health
clinics. The 16th Medical Detachment (Crailsheim), 536th General Dispensary
(Katterbach & Illesheim), 188th General Dispensary (Bamberg & Bindlach), 120th
General Dispensary (Erlangen), S47th General Dispensary (Grafenwoehr & Vilseck),
731st (Amberg & Hohenfels), plus a Troop Medical Clinic in Regensberg.

b. The 87th Medical Detachment (Dental Service) is colocated in the
installation with the hospital but now provides for its own command under the
organization of the Nuernberg Dental Activity (DENTAC) and operates 13 Dental
Clinics.

4. COMMENTS:

a. The Nuernberg Hospital is presently completing a 30 million dollar reno~
vation project including a new 118,000 square foot addition. The addition is
completed and contains new operatlng rooms {U4), recovery room, ICU/CCU (14 beds)
CMS, Emergency Room, Qutpatient Department, X-ray (with remote flouroscopy,
mamnography, and computerized ultrasonography), Laboratory (with and ACA III,
Coulter Counter S Sr, and Gemini Chemical Analyser), Orthopedic Clinic, Physical
Therapy, Department of Medicine (with specialty clinics including Repsiratory
Therapy, EKG, 2 Computerized Treadmills, Echocardiology, EEG, Colonoscopy, and
Rheoplethysmography), Labor (5 rooms), Delivery (3 rooms) and Newborn Nursery.

b. The MEDDAC has a very close relationship with the world famous Erlangen
University Medical School for Neurosurgical Services and Erlangen Kinder Clinic
for neonatal intensive care. The Nuernberg City Hospital is also used for some-
laboratory testing, nuclear medicine.and CT scans. This relationship extends to
continuing medical education with joint medical and surgical.conferences each
year.



DEPARTHENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATRS ARMY, EUROPE, and SEVENTH ARMY
AFQ NEW YORK 09403

PERMANENT ORDERS 27-6 27 March 1981

96th General Hospital E8 (WBKDAA) (TP3N 32734) (ALO 7) APO New York 09180
Fnllowing organfration/unit actlen directed.

Action: Unit(s) reorganized under MIOE DB3QIHELQ6 Commard Control Number: FE10182

Asgigned to: 7th Medical Coomand

Misslon: As stated in Section I, TOE 08303H

Effective date: 16 April 1982

Military structure strength: 221 officers, Z warrant officers, 421 enlisted, 644 aggregace

Military anthorized strength: 71 officers, 1 warrant officer, 219 enlisted, 291 aggregate

Civilisn structure strength: Not applicable

Civilian authorized streagth: WNot applicable

Accouwnting claszification: Not applicable

Authority: AR 220~5 and AR 310-49

Additional instructions: (a) This constitutes requisition authority, Commanders will
subnit requisitions for ahortapes immediarely, because this Modification Table of
Organization and Equipment may affect readiness reparting.
(b) On rvegistratfon of parent organization unit identification codes and derivative anit
identification ceodes, comsands, activities, organitations, unite will request a
Department of Defense Activity Address Code (DODAAC) in accordance with Duoited States
ARy, Europe (USAREUK) Kegulation >)=>, Each Armay command, ketivity, ocganizatlon, unit,
of separate detachment that maintaing a formal document register under the provisions of
AR 710=2 and im suthorized to request/requisition eupplies by submitting & Department of
the Army Form 2765, Dapartment of Defense Porm 1348, or their equivalents, using Military
Standard Requisitioning and Jesus Proocdurws, muosk reguost and obtain a reviesd WY
series DODAAC 1n accordance with established procedures. On activation, inactivation,
organization, reorganization, redeaignation, or discontinuance, approprlate information
nuat also be submicted In accordance with USAREUR Regulation 55-5 for necesssry update of
the USAREUR Activity Address File and Directory.

Format: 74t

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

e
PISTRIBUTION: B. A.

Spacial Major, AGC
Asaistant Adjutant General

HQOA (10 ~ DAAG-DPR; } - DAMO-FDA; 1 - DAME-HSO; 1 - DASG-HCO-0)(13)

CINCUSAREUR (1 =~ AEAGS-MH; 2 — ABAGC-FMD; 1 = ABAGC-0-CO; 2 ~ AFAGD-RM-OA; i — ARAGD~BM-M;
15 ~ AEAGF-ADE; 2 ~ ABAGF-AMS; 1 = AEACH-PA){25)

Cdr, 4th Trans Bde (AEUTE-JIMA-TA)(1)

Cdr, 200th MMC {2 - AEAGD-MMC-AR; 6 ~ ABAGD-MMC~AA-E; 1 = AFACD-MMC-MA)(9)

Cdr, lst PERSCOM (2 - AEUPE-AMD-AC; 1 = AEUPE~AMD-ALC; 1 ~ AEUPE-CS-RM; 1 - AEUPE-DPD-P;
2 -~ AEUPE-DPD-PX; 1 =~  ARUPE-DPD-SID; 1 -  ARUPE-EPMD-R; 1 ~ AERUPE-OMP;
1 = AZUFPE-OPMD-0M; 1 - AEUPE~PCE~PO H - AEUPE~PCE~FS 2 1 = ABRUPE~PSSD~SIN;
2 - AEIPE-X){16)

Cdr, USAPACEUR [ARUTCP-U), APO (9102(1)

Cdr, USACEGE (AERCE-M), APO 09166(2)

Cdr, USAPPCE, AP0 D9090(1)

Cdr, 21st Repl Bn, APO 09757(1)

Cdr, USMCA, Giessen (ABTVC~GSN-DER-EI), ARO 09169(1)

Cdr, 7th MEDOOM { AEMRM-MP)(10)

cdr, 98th GH, AP0 09180(10)

Inquiries comcerning these orders will be directed to HQ USAREUR/7A, HDG Mil (2121-)8348.
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far, PRAPACEIIR (AEUTCR-U), APD 09102(1)
¢dr, USACEGE (AERCE-M), AP0 09166(2)
Cdr, USAPPCE, APO 03090(1)
Cdr, 2lst Repl Bn, AP0 O09757(L)
Cdr, USMCA, Glessen {AETVC-GSN-DEH-EL), APD 091692{1)
Cdr, 7th MEDCOM {APMEM-MP){10)
Cdr, 98th GH, APO O09180(10)

Inquiriss concerning these orders will be directed to HQ USAREUR/7A, HDG Mil (2121-)8348,



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS URITED STATES ARMY, EUROPE, and. SEVENTH ARMY -
APQ NEW YORK 09403 s

PERMANENT ORDERS 85-2- : ‘ ' 20 October 1981 ‘
98th General Rospital E8 (WBKDAA) {TPSN 32734) (ALO 7) APO New York 09180
Following organizatian/unit action-directed.

Action: TUnit(s).reorganized under MTOE 083D3HE106 COmmand Control Number: E10282
Asaigned to: 7th Medical Command

Mission: As stated in Section I, TOE 08303H
Bffective date: 16 July 1982

M{litary structure strength: 226 officers, 2 warrant officers, 460 enlisted, 688 aggregata

Milicary authorized strength: 71 officers, 1 warrant officery 21% enlisted, 291 aggregate

Civilian structure strength: Not applicable

Civilian autharizad strength: Naot applicable

Accounting classification: Not applicable

Authority: AR 220-5 and AR 310-49

Additional dInetructions: {(a) This constitutes requisition authority. Commanders will
submit requisitions for shortages immediately. because thie Modification Table of
Organization and Equipment may affect readiness reporting.
(b) On registration of parent organization unit identification codes and derivative unit
identification codes, commands,® activitiea, organizations, units will request a
Department of Defense Activity Address Code {DODAAC) 1in accordance with United States
Army, Kurope (USARKUK) Kegulation »3-5. Each Army command, activity, organization, unit,
or separate detachment that maintains a formal document register under the provisfons of
'AR 710-2 and is authorized to request/requisition supplies by submitting a Department of -
the Army Form 2765, Department of Defense Form 1348, or their equivalents, using Military
Staandard chu:l.sit:l.onins and Issue [Crocedures, must request and obtaln a revised "W
serles DODAAC in accordance with established procedures. On activation, inactivation,
organization, reorganization, redesignation, or discontinuance, appropriate informatiom
must also be submitted in accordance with USAREUR Regulation 55-5 for necessary update of
the USAREIR Activity Addrens File and hirpnrnry_

Format: 740 :

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

. : .
DISTRIBUTION: ' o " Ba As QLOGR;S a b
' Major, AGG :

Speclal
Assistant Adjntant General

HQDA (10 - DAAG-OPR- 1 -~ DAMO-FDA; 1 - DAMH-HSO; 1 = DASG=HCO-0)(13)

CINCUSAREUR (1 - AEAGS-MH; 2 ~ AEAGC-FMD: | - AEAGC~0~CD; 2 - AEAGD-RM—OA' 1- AEAGD—SM—H*
15 = AEAGF-ADE; 2 — ARAGF-AMS; 1 - AEACE—PA)(25)

Cdr, 4th TRﬁNSCOH ( AEUTR-JTMA-TA) (1)

Cdr, 200th MMC {TA) (2 - AEAGD-MMC-AR; 6 = ABAGD-MMC-AA-E; 1l ~ AEAGD—MMC—MA}(9) _

Cdr, 1st PERSCOM (2 = AEUPE-AMD-AC; ! — AEUPE-AMD=ALC; 1 - ABUPE-CS~RM; 1 - ARUPE-DPD-P:
2 = ARUPE-DPD-PM: 1 - AEUPE~DPD~SID: 1 - AEUPE=REPMD=R ! 1 = ARIIPR=OMP:
1 ~ AEUPE-OPMD-OD; 1 -  AEUPE-PGE~PO; 1 -  AEUPE-PGE-PS; 1 - AEDPE-P3SD-51D;
2 - AEUPE-X)(16)

Cdr, USAFACEUR (AEUTCF~-U), APD 09102(1)

Cdr, USACEGE (AERCE-M), AP0 09166(2)

Cdr, USAFPCE, APO 09090(1)

Cdr, 2lst Repl Bn, APO Q9757(1)

Cdr, USMCA, Giessen (AETVC-GSN-DEH-EI), APC 09169(1)

Cdr, 7th MEDCOM (AEMRM=MP)(10)

96th GH, APO 09180(10)

Inquiries concerning these orders will be directed to HQ USAREUR/7A, HDG Mil (2121-)8348,



ABAGF-ADR 3 Jsnoary 1983
SUBRJECT: Approved Changs to MTOR UBA03HELIDG

SRE DISTRIMUTION

L. Inclosurs 1 is Change MNumber 1 ko MTOE OBI03FELO6, Comasnd Control Fumbaer EiD282,
20 October 1981, applicable to the Ffollowing unit:

Unic Designation uIc
$Bth GH WBEDAA

2. Teis letter conscitutes euchority for the lmplementation of the changs or changes
indicated 1o the inclopure., These changes have bsan appliad to the TAADS data hase. Prior
coordination 1s not aslvays possidle and arrors, or suspactsd errors, should he Teported
iwzedistely, All other required/recosmended changas should ba submitred in gccordance with
eurrent regulacisne.

3. The effactive date (EDATRE), ss shown on tha Lnclosute, applies only to this changa, and
is not to be confused se a chunge in EDATE for the bass NTOE/TDA, This change dJoes not
congtitute any thasge in the totel astremgth, reguired or authorirzed, raflected in Section
II, Persviuel Allgwancas, of this MIOE/TIDA., Tha sddicion or delerloR, Or both, OF 4 Lihe or
LIN 18 identified. A double entry is shown for a line or LIN that has baen changed. The
firer entry reflects tha line or LIN before tha change and the second entry reflects the
application of tha change.

4, Inclosure 1 will be filad with the base MTOL/TDA for refsrenca.

5. A a result of equipnent and manpowar changes, units will review and update
publications accounts in order to recelvs publications required to sustain day—to—day
apsrations.

FoR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

.
1 Inel ﬁ%cm$
LTC, AGC

[ ¥ ]
Assistant Adjutant Ganeral
Telaphone: HDG MLl (212[-)8348

DISTRIBUTION: Special

HQDA (7 = DAAG-OPA-D; | - DALO~PLR; | - DAPR-HRE; I - DAPE-PI4A)(I0)

Cdr, TRADOC (ATCD=0), PT Moaroe, VA 23631(H)

CTINCUSAREUR (2 = ARBAGC~TMD; 1 — AEAGD-0~CO; 2 - ABAGD-BM-0A; 1 - AEAGD-8M-M; 15 -
ARAGF—ADE; 2 - ABAGP=-AMY; 1 - AEAGM-F; 1- ABACH-PA; 1 ~ ARAMD-RM-MP}(26)

Cdr, 200th MMC (TA) (2 = AEAGD—MMC=AR-M; 6 ~ AXAGD-MMC-AA-E; 1 - ABAGD-MMC-MA)(S)

cdr, 1st PERSCOM (1 =  AEUPE-AMD-AC! 1 =  AEUPR=AMD=-ACE 1 =  ARUPE-AMD~ALC:
1 = ARUPE-CS-BM; 2 - ARUPE-DPD—PM; 1 = ARUPE-EPMD~R; 1 ~ ABUPE-OMP;
1 -~ AEUPE-PSSD-8ID){3)

Cdr, USAFACEUR [AEUTCR-U), AP0 09102{1)

odr, USACKGE (ARRCE-M), APC 09166(2)

Cdr, USMCA, Gliessen {ARTVO-OSN-DER-B1), APC 0916%(1)

Gdr, 7th HEDGOM (ARMCC-ME)(10)

Cdr, 98ch G, APO 0%9180{10)

HQ AR FL A 418, 1 ¥eb 78

SO~/



wgor, T S o Ty irkw il owd
LRI 1 — L

ws N A Mt by h ul.l U wluk Yhdvart, Jug
FAL i L] 7Y TV 1 UMM CLugne
WEFRLTiyn ORTL FUr TelY Clivelk ¥ idis .
UNIFS AFFLCTED (1) 1) . ulur LES TLATICN . . .- M0 OF ARWME 17405 Clur
TR | S _.*JI!H BENERAL MORPLIAL - U L1 1 . kB
- BECTION X1 Punsiemsti mm e —
__ UERAILED CoAkGEs e o . .
———— s w— . — e 1 e et SU=UNLT PAKENT=UNLT  PARGAT=0NLY
JRRL LNk :L"i.s:- SEEERTPTIDN Wk TMOS TABEALIC BA JDLINGE TURAL LItk THTAL NET Cramok RHY
Kot AuIH. B MIFR. Ba% AW,
Lo LA _sowMiwosian, deomes o boe
e HLE O PALLERT Camk s» — Ex %1€ 9.3 __.® 3. e 3
e FATIENT CARE 'Sp 5 9Lazd 1 [ ] 2 ” 3 - 3
L FATECRT CARE 5F | PO 1 AT i » 5 3 [ - .y
. ile 10 PAFIENT CaRt 5P £4 kol K __8_ _ 5 3 __ 8 _ %8
il L PATIENT Canlt S¢ LA B D WA ¢ S = TR ¥ S+ S U -3 __
- BTy TFATIENT CRAE 5F T Wiww ] 13 i3 L3 F] +13 15 -
YT — — PATICRT CaRE S E-DY) T I iy I3 13 13 -3 =43 -
R Ir o PAFLENT Cang 3P Es 9yLao —e . X a3 1 [ & ] *b3_ _wly_
e e PATIENT CARR 59 S QLC { A A A L DU S
- 11T . FAXlenT Cake AF 5 9LL20 ; [} - ' » - -y
YT R WITIER T CARE I - B4 GiCi0 1 F 3 3 3 -3 -3
o Mo es PAILENT CARE 5P EA_9hblG_ 1} 3 .. 3 __ 3 _»__ w3 .3__ _
a1 o7 PATLENT GARE 5P & L0 3 P 9 __ )} O e Q. .
- p -3 St} A “PATLENT LARE SF B« Slela 3 9 © 3 +1

* e . aueflawt Li PLsawenil CHMeC . [ TRTIPS TP INSAVE

o AGCAPTTAATILH BY JUCNTLTY

mnt-unt
“M0TaL
K& AN . e
IXLESRED N L]
. O1WRA THAN ARNY . | i o — e ———— _
MECAPITLALTALN BY GRADE OS5 ASI/LIC AND WRANCH —_— . e e
PAREN TUNIT
T WE  RBIWT I TOVAL

- L AW AYM e S

ANLY SWED I - -
- R S -

5 Filed - -

e NEW T FE Al g
N . - 13-t 1 B L S by~ .+ N — et e e et tm o v —————— e —

LAST PaGE SECTION Ii ) I o e e -




The U.S. military left the NUmberg area more than a year ago. Above,
a crew demolishes the Kalb Community Club. At left, just pieces of the
old Community Theater remain today on W.O. Darby Casem in Firth.

GOI‘Ie — b“t Ndrnberg pulloutl
till ti
not forgotten s ear iater

By RON JENSEN
Staff writer
URTH, Germany — The
F community club, gas station and
movie theater have been
bulldozed. along with the shoppette.

The school is dark behind a weed- parking lot.

strewn lawn. Much of the playground equipment
Overpriced merchandise is being put in place at the housing area three

sold outside the exchange building, years ago has been hauled away.

where a German flea market has Jose Rodriguez doesn't like to drive

invaded the empty exchange’s unused Continued on Page 4

$&8 Ron Jensen



PAGE 4

crimes tnials that sent several Nazi leaders to the gal-
lows.

But the city rebuikt and the Americans stayed. The
Iron Curtain’s proximity made the military community
a valuable assct.

When the world changed and the military draw-
down began, residents in the community stll didnt
see it coming. No, they said, they will never close
Niimberg.

But they did. And people who lived and worked in
the community are still pretty unhappy about it.

Gone —
but not

forgotten

Contimueed Dom Page |

pass i@ WID. Darby Casem in Furth, the centos of the
now defun®l Nimberg military community whech he
was apart of for ncarly 10 years.

“H'S very $ad,” he said.

More than a year ago, what was once onc of the
Army’s largest overseas military communities went
dark. Emotioas still easily susrface when former resi-
dents are asked to talk about it.

The g mulitary y had a pop
of more than 35,000 as recently as 1990, when it
included American bases in ncarby Erlangen and
Herzogenaurach, plus Merrell Barracks in Nismberg,
from where the 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment
patrolled the border between East and West.

But the Cold War ended. The U.S. military overseas
was cut. And Nitmberg, an Amcrican military commu-
nity that began before the dust of World War 11 had
settled, was a victim.

Facilities began to close, including the base in
Herzogenaurach and the one in Erlangen. In Aprit
1994, the hospital weot away.

The ulti closure came in
October 1994. The community had barely a year 10
live.

The American military presence in Niimberg was
an ultimate defeat for Nazi Germany. It was in this
ancient city that Adolf Hitler had held his massive
party rallies, addressiug literally millions with his
fiery rhetoric that Getmany would once again be
great.

It was the Niimberg laws, as they were called, that
in 1935 justified the anti- Semitism of the regime.

So when bombs fell on it in the last months of the
war, reducing a once-beautiful city to piles of rubble,
it symbolized the crumbling, t0o, of the Third Reich.

The Allies chose Nimberg as a site for the war

Don Nofris, 56, who was in the community as sols
dicr and civilian for nearly 25 years and sull lives
there, 5310: “This was a pan of my life. I can honestly
say, even as a grown man, | can feel tears coming to

i-"

Doa Norris spent many years

SUNDAY MAY 25, 1997

ng at the American military hospital in Niaruberg. The hospital opened in
1937, an effort of the Third Reich. The building is now empty.

my cyes when [ see
the demolition of
these facilities that
were pant of the
Amcrican communaty

‘When the base did close, Nosris decided to take
pant. He became the last customer or client served by
as many facilities and offices as possible.

He was the Jast person (o register his car at Darby
and the last one to have his car inspected. He was the
last customer at the post office and the last customer
at the bank.

He was the last w0 usc the exchange, the commis-
sary, the shoppenie and the gas station. He was Ine last
customer at the Burger King and the 1ast one to pur-

S&S photos by
by Ron Jensen




chase tickets at the base movie theater. And that’s just
a partial list.

I mafle sure I knew when they were closing,” he
said. “1 would stand and wait until [ was the last one.
That was my way of tuming the lights off in
Niimberd™

Such feeling; dered 2 ive response to
the closure announcement. While other communities
that felt the drawdown ax went quietly, thbetg resi-
dents, many of them |
like Nomis. tried to-hold back the mevmble

“We wrote so many letters up to Washington they
had them coming out of their cars,” Rodriguez, who
now works at Kalterbach, 20 miles away, said with a
hugh Heleda leucr-wnung campaign, arguing that

ity was too imp had reccived too
many tax dollars in improvements, (0 be given away.

“We wrote everybody,” said Menjoyce Zeitler, a
longhmc wacher in Nilmberg, now teaching in

y, and a ber of the letter-writ-

ing cam;ugn.»

The letters reached bers of Cong major
media outlets and even the chairman of the joint
chiefs of staff, Gen. John Shalikashvili, a former com-
mander in Niimberg.

The letter writers had personal reasons for wanting
to save the community. Aﬁ.er all, they didn’t want to
lose their jobs or uproot their lives.

Buld\eleuusstxessed!hemncythalhadbeen

spent in recent years (o

hospital had seen millions of dollars in improvements.
A school was built on Monticth Barvacks at a cost of
$12 million. It was
used for three years
betore closing.

‘The community had
seen significant

over

A metal skeleton surrounds much of the old Kalb bousing area in Fiirth. The former American housing ares is

being renovated and sold or leased by the city of Furth.

l.he years. Whea it
closed, it was widely
+54 considered to have the
best exchange and the
best commissary in
Europe.

Zeitler remembered
the old days, when the
3 facilities were too

545 small 1o handle the
custamer load. One day, while everyone waned in
long lines at the bank, a pregnant woman passed out.

“It ook a long time before anyonie got out of line to
help her,” Zeitler recalled. “We wer¢ afraid to lose our
place in line.”

Those days gave way to glory days, when embassy
personng) from Vienna drove all the way to Filsth to -

“It was unbelievable that such a community could
close.” Zeitler said. “1 thought. *Why would they put
that much money in a community and clese it down?" ™

Rodriguez and others have not failed to notice that
the massive building project going on now in
Wiirzburg will result in facilities that will resemble
what the Army abandoned in Niimberg.

“There they are, spending more taxpayers’ money.” -

Rodriguez said, his feelings dampened barely at all by:

time.

Norris, who still lives in Nimberg and commutes to
a jub a1 the U.S. Army Hospital in Wurzburg, said, "I
think there were people who were amazed it was clos-
ing, could not understand the reason for iL”

Like all military communities, W.O. Darby Casern
was ringed by businesses that catered to the.
Americans. Many of them have closed, but some have
stayed, mostly out of stubbornness or loyalty.

Ursula Jastrow’s reason is the latter. She lost 99
percent of her insurance business when the Americans
moved. But she's still open for business and stilt has
English- language signs in her small office.

She once had nearly 6,000 customers. Some oflhe
ones who moved to other have

S$45S fila

The 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment once patrolled the Iron Curtain (rom its headquarters at Merrell Barracks
in Niirnberg. It was closed as the Niimberg military community pulled out.

or she calls them.

“Sometimes my phone bilt docsn’t look so good,”
she said.

The p with her she said, was
like that of a family. And she helped with more than
just insurance — finding an apartment, finding a baby
sitter — because she liked the Americans who worked
just across the street.

‘When she made a trip to America to visit friends,
the customs agent at the airport in Texas was a former
customer.

Some signs of life still stir around the old commu-
nity. On Johnson Barracks, just down the road a mile
or so from Darby, the Defense Reutilization and
Marketing Office is still in business, along with a cir-

their policies with her, showing loyalty goes both
ways, but that's fewer than 100.

“I'm working here for pocket money now,” she
said. “But 1 don't want to give it up.”

The good moments are when those customers call

lation office for this newspaper.

And a couple of offices remain open on Darby,
mostly manned by Gemnn employees. The Federal
Services I Corp. ins the soaring
part of the military's

Continued on Page 6

tower that

Ursula Jastrow speaks to one of her few remaining
American customers oa the phone at her office in
Fiirth. She lost most of her customers when the
American military pulled out.
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Gone —
but not
forgotten

Continued from Page 5

COMMUMCTIONS SYSLEm.
“We go to Katterbach 1o get our mail,” Joc Muir,
onc of the eight civilian workers said, referring to the

closest American bise with facilities.

Qutside theit windowless workroom, Staff Sgt.
Stephen Drake was in a vain search for a U.S. mail-
box o an ATM bamk machine.

Much had changed at Darby, he confessed, since he
keft in 1994. Now stationed at Fort Hood, Texas, he is
deployed to Bosaia, but was in Fiirth with his wifc on
emergency beave.

*“Ht’s shocking " he taid of the ghost town atmas-
phere. "We dom't understand the logic — that moncy
being spent,”

Not everyone wears a long face because the com-
munity exists no more. Wilhelm Wenning, the mayor:
of Fiirth, has grand plans that will henefit e city.

The city, in a pantnership with banks, has invesied
200 million marks, about $125 million, in the area. 1t
wilt reap new Bousing, new schools, more busi
and about 5,000 additional resid

local

PRYIE,

y pping

The old housing ares is being reaovaled into 1,234
apartments; half of which are for sake for between
2,250 and 2,600 marks per square meier. That's about
$1,300 1o $1,500,

. Othés housing in Purth can cost from 33 to 100 per-
cent more, the mayor said.

“We have many people coming to us because the
price is very small,” he said. Half of the available
spartments have already been sold.

The other apartments will be lcascd or placed in s
government program for low income famalies.

The old high school will house 2 middle school and
vocational school. A market is planacd for the now-
bare corner where the gas station and theater once
stood. Two brcwerics have agreed (o build on Johason
Barracks, which is held by the federal government.

The exchange, also still in the hands of the Tederal

B :

E ne sdered as a shopping mall,
of 501 t contzin small shops and acincta
ThciBon ¥, alav in fcxdcval govermimen con-

trol, has'hoen ¢ problem. D &
been able {o block the building from becoming a
haven for small retailers that would compete with
them.

Dasby Cascn is a probicm, too, becausc it bas his-
torical protection and cannot be severely renovated.
That has kept some people away.

In Nismberg, the cld hospital sits empty. The city
had recently opened a new one, 5o had no need for the

ilding that opened as a in 1937 with Adolf
Hitler on hand.

And the old Bavarian-American Hotel, aiso buikt by
the Third Reich in the cemter of Niimberg to house
digrutaries dunng party ralkies, is being transformed
ol g lor y

Weaning, a Prirth native, said local citrzens never
bought the Americans would lcave, even as the daaw-
down claimed ooc community ficr another.

“"We were really very surprised,” said Wenning, who

after the y closed.

But the drawdown opencd up some real estaie that
had been off-limits o city planners. Wenning said he
finaily traveled on streets he had never been on in 40
yoars.

The daily contact with Americans was important to
Furth residents, but so is the new construction aad

dditional housing that has followed the U.S. military.

So there is life.in the old American military com-
mwnity in and around Némberg. But hitle of it is
American.

That way of life exists now in memories.

“There was something about Niimberg.” said

SUNDAY MAY 25, 1997

Zeitler, struggling 1o define what that “something” was.

“There was a camanaderic among tcachers and othcr

groups of people. That's where the fight came from.
“There was something magical about Nimberg.”
“I've seen it grow and change and everything hap-

end of the war. At left, the
Congress Hall, planned by
ihe Nazis, was being used
inm 1946 as the 53rd

ing raids.

pen 10 it,” Norris said. “And finally I've seen it sucy
cumb to history.”

Rodriguez said, “Every day that [ go by; I remems
ber the club being there. The gas station being there.
The theater,”
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