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G OtASE, Pleeh TS lop s crenlsed in Bristol, Dnglond,

oo ebobar 1044 with nd

,

of figers (One (1) of windeh wou D10 Lz vhe position of Japtain,

Helu by and twestyelow (80 olloio! men, With this allocation

off

JRlige oy

mel, the Jucceonts

238 organized Inbo the followl

Bibegpert Long

ﬁm:’u vigrtrebion
L Off @ Wo

1 a8 o ome

geeulive
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Pergonnel Operations
1 oEd TH 2 & off B3
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Pragrontivs “gprbal Fatorinser
Hoddaing :

ofe oY RS > S X 1 off B L

o

The arvargencol of the sub-ccctiong as lndicated above worked

pory wall anlomash of the aeelln ey Seondng resulbed from bhls

group,  Dowensr, Sn omder Lo nirp iy intzescifice procedvros and to

clarily mesponaibilities, & rooroonization of the Surgeonts 0fF

was insbituled 24 Joswsey I0LL, 00 the following svb-sectiong:
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Administration Suppdy Hompltalization

180 180 BT Lok RIS Loarr Bl
Teavantive Tigerehall, Vetorinary Cursng

Vadioln
Nl

3

Iooff mrd 1afr Bl 1oogr

Following this recvgenisy the active planning rhase was

imsﬁiwmd Por the opereblons on by copbdnent., It will be noted that
the number of officers (officere o warrant officers) remaivs the
same, excopb for bhe attachmert o0 ne (1) Major, Arey Tupse x:mrgﬁs}

1w asted i:‘* the capacity of Jiny Chief Thowe. The lnerease of the
snlisted personpel from the pravious twenbyefowe (24) o the suthorized
thirty-five (35) wder T/0 2001 wan ascomplished several wecks prior
to departue from the United Vinricn. This recrganization added
mabardially bo the Duwnetlongl oporation of the Surgeonts 0ffice,
Slthough the preeplonning and thg clanning phase, as well as the
operations on the continent, ware handled in an exbresely sabtisfeclory
marner, 1t is believed that the arthorised T/0 ss established by
200w should be madmbained in ordor S0 provide nsosessyy pergonnel
adequate to perform the mwercus .ol hlghly beclmical dubtles resulred

by the Medicel Department,
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BROTION 17 o mm

hio aedval in tho Tnited Uingden on 20 Gobober 1943, Cole Hogers,

cag wlith Seneral Hewley, the Thoaboy

Ly Supgoon, began a sordes of oondles

tao deterd

o

o owhat Lroops wo L1 e allecated to Plrst U, 2. Army. The
fnel ooy ellocation was av follows:

gorvalost
field

3
i

b

ot b Bk Bt {5 ed 3 00D D) BBNTT L

medical denal company

£11 o these troups were assigasd dlrectlr to Srmy. In &fﬁm;f‘mr 1y thore was
with ossh of the thres corss, a medical abtalion conslsting of ons {i}
Wy Dety Medioal Jabtaliom, two (2) collecting compenies, wme (1)

Hg &

apbulange compary, aal one (1} medical batbtalicn,

slneer Specisl Trigede and with eash

ﬁmmﬂim‘ specisl Delgude with the lst 7
Cof the Seh and G Bogdneer Spoedel Tmelpudes, a medical battalion consdsting

of one (1) Hg % Iy Deb, Medical Batbalion, three (3) musmmg companics

and ome (1) clearing aorpanye.

2. Az soon ae thds troop basls hal hean mm@lﬁahéd, tralning of the wile
was started, Pull wblldsatlon wes sade of the schools offered b the Theator
Surgeon, There were & total of thirtywlive (75) courses available for officers,
eight (8) for nurees,ad ten (10} for enldsted mem, plus foustean (1)
miscellanecus conlerenges. To these sthools, Tirst U, 8. Avey sent a toetal
of 20673 officers, 21 warses and 935 enlisted mom. ;

3y Forbunalely, two (2) of mﬂ L0lwbed evacuation hosplials, aseigned Tlect

Ue S Avwy, hed bad wevious mm&i}m;aw a:“;i%zmrs, Toass of instructors were senb
outs fyom these experienced hospllals to give practical help awxd instruction to
all the wezperiencel hospitals,

Ls Trainimg of the [leld hospitals prosentsd o wque problem since thase
wiite were bo be whilised by Flrst U. 5, Army in & mamer complotely different

than thet for whilch thoy were oripinally trelped. Yo experienced field hospitals

were gvallable, b many meobers of the Jrd fwedldary Sweglcwd Group bhad proviouwnds
¥ o E
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Punctionsd in lospitals brained oo oo ipped along the Lines o be used by
';?“ix*st Ue B¢ Srew and theso smperioncs. persumel were wed sz Insteuctors,

fy Durdas the monthe of Wovobor and Desember, 1943, oll training
was along general Iimes, bub with the beginalng of 'ﬁw plamdng for the
Hormandy landing, carly in January ‘roining became specialized and was
direvhed toward the acooplighment o Uhds specific wisslon.

| &, Portuabely, bhe 26Jst odic.l Teitelion of the lst Tosinecr Special

Hrigede kw:i bed actual combet exoorlowe In the landing in Sieily. Tnstreuctors
wm= takon from this orgendsation unl  Jaced with the wwdicel balbalions of
the Sth an! Gbh :Sz:x,,,;iﬁmw Spaoial riouiose L roguest was Corwarded Drow
Pirst Ue 5. Arwy o Thesber m@mmizzg authordty to recrganise the modical
battalions of the 5th and Gth Bajlnecr Speclal Drigades wder the same 7/0
waed by the let “nglnoer Spewial Jrdoude, bub this request was disapproved,
Following *ﬁ%zi&@%iﬁm:fpmwl, e modles) battelions of the Sth and &th

Inginesr Special Tad

wore funetlonally vecrganized into thres (3) comm
pandes cach, sach company heving bhoul .:emm;m and glearing elewonis,

7w The Aray Surgeon, bie Hedisnl Suoply Wiicer, and Planming Officer,
gpent the wmonthe of Jamery, Felousr:r, mgﬁwis of Hareh in London with the
Arwy z}l&ming gbalf, Tuoring this poviod, wost of the wedicsl plans weps
sompleted for aedical suprort of the Tommndy landing. |

8¢ ary hours wero spent with the Navy planming stef? integrating the
swwy and Navy medical plamg, Seweral corbined Army and Nevy training overe
ciges wore held along the south cuest of Bngland, ieny lessons were learned
from these exercises and mary faulbs corrested so thab &b the tine of the
astual deperture from Paglend for tho cotinent, the irmy and Mavy medical

gepvice had becume a sucothly Dmobioning tomm,

.
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SECTION 1T = DITIAL LANDTS

Ay OWHA BUACH, 6 e 11 JUT7 TOITNIT
. Lo De Doy (6 Smed: The londinyg of vedigel wdts on Omehw (V Corps)
Deach wes delayed (dus to the severs cpposition encountered on
Hha 'i%mh. Upon lamding 44 was 4 '@m&@ to set wp the usuel
fype wedieal i;mmtm;. At 13508, Resdguarbers & KMMW
rehashment, Glst Wedlesl Baltalion, 5th Engineer Special Srige
. adey olosely foilowed by the V0ol and 39%d Collecto-Olearing
Companies of thle battalion, landed on Fasy Red Beach, Singe it
wos Inpospible to procead im:z'zci to desipmated locatdon,
oollacting points wave sob up on the besdh and the task of
solleoting casualtdes anl adwinlstering mmt add to the wounded
began, Six (6) Surcical teaws of the 3nd AwciMary Suvgloal
froup, attached bo the Collestc Clearing Campanies of the Glwb
Yedios) Batbalion were able only to render fireb ald becsune
thely equipment had nob ao yob landed. By svening of DeDay,
these undte had established two statdonsy one in a tenmk diteh
mour Sasy COreen Beach and the other In & pillbex inland Crom
A% 16008 the firet slaments of the GOth Medical Pattalion,
&th Ingineer Special Prigade, landed on Fasy Oreen Deachs An
attorpt was made to clear thie bepch, bub direct wrbillery and
suall arus fire mocsssitated moving 4o & defiladed position
somewhat above high water merk where s collecting statdon wee
established inland fyom Basy %od Deachs The persomel and
of the G0th and Glst Vadical Tetbalions contimued to
arpdve ashore during the evening end night of DeDays The ool
Igeting companies ;;zf‘ the 1t Yedical Sptdelicn, lob Infantey
Division, landed with their vespactive combet tesns, this dates

4 part of the Clemrdng Compery, lab Wedioal Pudteifon, landed
this day, bub wes ploned to the Teach, Collsetdng Cowpany "BY,

- 1ohth Wedieal Sattelion, 29th Infantry Division, landed with
ite combat team o5 scheduled and reocesded inlands

- F



Theoughtiout the day sl night, cesusliies were evacuated
from the Omibe Beach $o I5T's, There 18 no defindte figure on '
evacuationf for this day, bub it 1o estimabed by the S0th and
Glat Mﬂ*&l Tattalions that a totol of spprowimstely 830 oo
DAL (T hane)r The two modicsl battalions, Pagineer Spesial
Hrdgades, plus mﬁ%g of $he lat lodlssd Dattalion mﬁ Heval
Beach Madicsl Seotdons made sowmc | rogress in el@ing the beach
of casvalties, The Glst Nedical "uttalion had established &
cleosring sbation on Fox Gresn Dean) and o on Basy Red Doach,
Hoat of the equipment of thasa collooting conpanies being still
afloat, their work consisted mainl of first ald treatment and
evaouabion of cssmalties over the Losch, Nove elemsnbe of both
wadigal battalions of the Fagrinear Specisl Drigedes, plus the
1st ‘Sestion, Advance Debachment, 1ot Medical Depot Company, came
ashore during the day. Ty eveolny o meslew of all zmaizahm
of the Engineer Special Brigade Medical Batbalions had lended
and werc acting 85 ald stations, and collecting and evacuabion
points in the locations asswied lite on D-Day or early on U £ 1.
The inloading of medical equipment was delayed so thab very
lttle definitive treatment was givan by theve wits. Powe (L)
Surgieal temss were added o the GOLh Mediosl Bubtalion and a
clemring statdon wes opemed by thet wid appeccmutely 700 yards
inJand from Dog Red Beach. One plutoon of the st Medical Date
talion, lst Infantry Division, opencd a clesring station on the ‘
high mﬁd overlooking the Tagy Troon Beach entronce, and donw
tinmed to function at this site for the next 36 howrs, Surgical
toams wore obbtaimed f‘mﬁ the beadh wd definitive treatment
was rendered 4o the nove seriously wounded, Seploving all
possible mesus, insluding the loading of wounded inbto TIE'e
at the clewring statdon, o total of 200 patdante wore evacusted
direstly acrous the beach by this battalion, o

A% 19008, the hospital carrior "Neushon! avrived off Cmahe.
(V Corps) Deaoh and began taling pubdents aboard from craft

w B
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lying offshore, Conteary to plan, this hospitel earrdier .
overnight, giving definitive treatment by mesns of its medical
gtaff and the peveonsel of the First U, &, Arvmy Yedioal Detachunent
uat . which was sboard,

This date, Headquarters and Headquarbers Detachment, 10lith
Hedical Battalion, 29th Infambry Divieion, Clearing Compeny "DV,
10hth gﬁmﬁ Battalion, and the 302nd Collesting Company, 53rd
Medical Battalion, landed. Collecting Company A", I0hth Hedw
ical Battalion, went ashore with its combat toam,

Aeting upon instructions issued by the Chief of Staff,
First U, S. iomy, the Army Surgeon, womt ashore to make & towr
of Hedical installations and to obtain information as to the
medical situation,

D £ 2 (8 June): The remaining portions of the G3hith Medical
Clearing Sompany, 60th Wedisal Babtalion and Headquarfers snd
Headguarters Detachment, 60th Medicul Battalics, lended amd
progeeded to the clearing station ol the 60th Wedical Battalion,
700 yards inland from Dog Red Beach. The equipment of the 392nd
CollectomClearing Company, Sth Engineer Special Brigade was up~
loaded but artiliery fire provented the movement of this company
inleds Between 0915B and 1000 B, pereonnel of the First U, 8,
Arwy Hedical Detachment A" .Iﬁm}.eﬁ o Esay Red and Easy Oreen
Beaches. This persommel conglsted of the Statiom and litter
bearer platoons of the LSlst and L5lith Hedical Golleeting Come
panies, GOth Medical Groupy the Adwince Depot platoon, 32nd Hede
ieal Depot Company; six surgical temms, Lith iusilisry Susgical
Groupy 10 laison officers from varipus medical wnits inocluding
9th Troop Carrier Commandy 7 officers and 10 enlisted mem of

the Surgeon's Officer, Headquarters Fiest U, 8. Amay, At 1400
sufficient equipuent was landed for the J93rd C ollecto-Clearing
Company to enable this wolt bo esteblish & station approximmbely
800 yards inlaml at the entrence to Fasy Ureen Seach, snd free
the olearing station of the lst Hedicsl Battalion for forward

movement, From this time omward, the evacuation of casualbies '
proceeded as outdined in this section on planning,
-9 -



Epulpaent belonging to the 13tk Fleld Hospital wos larded
during the morning howw and a loocibion was seoured through &«v&{
v Coxpa, for the sebbing up of :iu hospitels The persomel. of
. the L3tk Pield Gospifal anl o portion of the Slet E“iﬁiﬁi Hosphisl
same eshore ln the lute altornoona
The 30th Combat ‘esm, 2nd Inlantey Division, landed with only
two battalion medical Sestiuna wil no resimental edd statdon or
colleoting cospuay. During the awaly peeb of the mighd Headguarbters
Netachment, lot jedisul fattalion coe Colleoting Cospany "C%, 10Lth
Hedioal Battelicn lmilsd,
DAZ (9 dned:r The L¥Ied Uedicl Colleetdng Company, 60th Medieal
Batbelion moved 4o & podut aldwsy Dotwoen S Tauwenteguor and
mmw&wﬁ feom wiiich point it evacvsted alements of ‘he
2l andd 29th Dulmrbey dvisions. The 18t m:zm Battalion Cleure
ing Shation sowsd to the vicinit of Le Crand Humeav, and MW
in the day moved Pupdher south to Uae viedptby of le Hau Orol, a8
the axis of ﬁh@ st Tofandey Diwiohon awm Larbhor o the eust
and soubhe Ona platoon of Clsaring 'SW ”’;3“ and alf of Cole
lacting Compawy UCt, 2nd Modicsl Duvbalion, aredved on the buach
withoub equipment or twameportetion. Collecting Company "B, Sud
Hadical Battalicn, lasded with the 23vd Infantey E@W
i atbank wos ardersd bn Lo lownthed on Tvevieres by two oot
bt teams of tho 2nd Infastyy Nivislone As medieal suppork, the
Division Swegeon emploved one ;{ul;;zf,cnzaﬁ of the 2nd Hedical Bablbalion
Clearing Companyr, mimws equijreirt, 28 & reginental wedlical detachment
for the 30th Infentyy Beglment and “ollecting Compeny ®A%, 2&@& Hadical
Batbalion with thres asbulawses, plis one-half of Colleeting Company "O%,
2nd tadical Battalion, with ter apwulances borrowed through the ¥ Corpe
Surgeons Bvacwabion was Lo e to e Cleaving Steddon of Sho G0th
Yodical Battalion. Clsaring Curpay "DP, 10Lth Medical Battalion, &b up
stabion at Viervilleeauredar 46 smporb the 2nd and 29th Imfentey De-
isjons bub was Ilmited by Jadk of opuipsent to firet sid trestwent.
Remaining pevsonnel of the Slst Ficld Hoepital landed this dey as 4d
portion of the Gllith Hedical Clouring Compeny, 53d Nedicl Rattalions
o Y '




The Suspeon, V Corps, was notified st JS005 by the Commsding
Oifieer, lot Medical Depob Campany, thet & medicdl depot was «;;m
in the visinity of Collevilloweurw ap (685-094)s The Commnd Goho
lon, Surgecn®s Office, Neadquarbers Mret U5 hemy, consisting of
the Amy Burgeon, the Exeoutive ofiieer, and two enlisted men
fanded late in the afbernoon and prosesdet So visindly of Crand
Cap les Daingy
S DAL (30 Jue)s The remaining persomel of the Clsaring Company,
2nd Yedical Battelion landed, plus the remainder of Colleoting
Conpany " with ite breusporbision and equipment, During the carly
part of the night, the 38iwd Medic.l th Compenty, Sied Medw
' ioal Babbalion, and remsinder of S0ith Vedissl Clearing Compary,
S3rd Yedicel Pattalion, came ashore,
A1 dvision clearing stebions were functioning in & vowmal.
menasy in apﬁ;tcgaf losses in egudpnont and personnels AU 10008,
one plateon of the 13th Field Wospital epensd foir the reception of
easualties on the Collevillem-ft. lourent, road ';mfzaw af ¥ Corpes .
The £irst transport planes arvived lu the Cestha aves o the e
Lowrent sdr strips Four of these planes began the ovacuation of
mwlmb by alx to the Us Ke The tray Surgecn's dfﬁfiw, Command
Eehelon, Beadgmrters Fiesh TS Armyr, w8 seb up and ready to Dunte
tdom 1n the vieirdty of Orandeamp les Daing. b
be DAS (11 June): Two truekloads of aritical mediosl supplies, piue
biolopieals and whole tbod, were dispatohed o the Ubah ares as
requested by the VIT Corys Surgecn. The Sist Field Hospitel opened
one hospitalization wit for the peseption of camueldfies on Basy
Green Teach, Readquarbers and Headyuerters Detactment, 53 Hed-
ieal fattalion, landed. The Chief Yedieal Officer, Suprems Bende
quarters, Allied Expeditionary Porge, arrived ot the Army Surgecn's
Tice Lo view the medicel gewyviced bedng rendered within the
Be UPAH FEACH, D70 D = & (6 = 11 June), INCLUSIVEs
1l  TDebDay (6 Gune)t On Ubak (VI Corpe) Beach, ¥aval Desch ledisal
Sestions were ashore by H £ 13 hours and evecustion of casusliies

epan tnmedistely, These Seetions had evacusted approximately 15
. -1l -




casualtios before the medical sorpuries of the 26lst Medical Buttalion,
Tot Enpinesr Speclal Bdgade, were achove and in ma«mﬂm* Collaobing
fﬁmp&ny ugh, 261st Medical Battalion amrdved ashore at £ b novws and
@&W‘L’iﬁ%@i station about OO yards inland in rear of Green Beach, |

A portion’ of Collecting Company "7, 261st Wedieal Battalion arrived

8 little later in the day and established station in rear of Red Besch,
gical teams of the Jrd Auxiliory Surgleal oup I

pay)e During the day, the threc oollegting companies of the Lt Yode
mm Battelion, hith Infantry Divislon landed with 26 of thelr combined
total of 30 ambulan

mandos of the 20Jet ledisal MM@; (2 touns DOE 0

lemoess Thoss onbolonoes were pub into opevetion Lngie
ediately and ubllised to thels unichwn eapaclty in the evacuation of
casunliog, _
The 326tk Medicel Cleawing Coupany, 101st Adrborue Division,

sugnented with cne (1) attachod sur;icel teemy landed by glider fn

ort of 1te diviston and establishod statation ab Mewville, The
Division, with ons (1)
of this division

: aaring Company, Hind Sivvorne
attached surgical team, landed by (lider in suppor
m& setinblighed 8 em stabion, I
Dél (7 dwme)r Dueing the exely park of D £ 1, Collesting Compardies
wAn gnd 0P of the 2618t Medicsl Mntialion were the only holding
mﬁiﬁ&x wilte ashove and were heswlly burdened with czmmmm;
Eveouation aurves the besoh contdnued Shroushout the days During
m,mm,\ informatd nowas reelived %%mt the 0Pk Mediosl
Clearing Company, $2vd Alvborne ‘marri.w:im, W m%alﬂmmi b
Ste, Yers Yglice, and that this coupiey wes holding some 300 cage
walbien, Bven while serangenende wers belng made o contect this wndbd -
For vamoval of theee samunlilen, they began bo arrive ab the bessh in

wmwporbation belonging to the J07Tth Medicel (leawing Coupany, Thay
were nostly glider and Jump casualties from both the 02dn and 101st
Mrborne Divisions, The L9let Madicel Collscbing \ and GLoth
Padionl (Jearing Compeny, SO0th Meddesl Battallon, landed, The Operstions
ofticer, and ope enlisted wmen of the Swmy Swrgeonfe O0fice sxwived &@m@z ,
to inspect the medical sctivitiss cn this beechs

o 1Z



8. DA 2 (8 June): BDuring the night of D¥ 1 = D /£ 2, Headquarters
and Clearing Company of the 4th Medical Batbszlion and Collecting
Company "B", 26ls% Hedioal Habttslion landed complete with transpor-
tation. By 06308, Uollecting Company "B®, 26lst Medical Battalion

F " wes ‘&aﬁabnmd adjecent to Collesting Compsny "C", 26lst Medical

auwamix, and wis roosiving omsuslties. At the ssme time, the
cleuiiné Company of the 4th Hedical Jattalion set up epproximetely
three (§) wmiles inlamd, in support of the 4th Infantry Division.
During the afternoon, the 807th Medical Clearing Company, 82nd
Alrborne Division,was contected near Fauville (368 - 982). It wes
found te be fleoded with cesusltiss, both Americen and enemy.
Arrangeéments were made with the 4th Medical Battslion te furnian
trucks to eseist in the evecuation of these casualties; pert of whom
were moved to the 4th Medicel Battelion Clewring Station and the
renainder to the 26lst Medical Battalion in the beach ares. The
492nd Gollecting Company, 50th Wedical Battalion, and the 315th
Medical Battelion of the §Oth Infantry Vivision landed, as did the
2nd Seotion, Advence Platoon, let Mediosl Depot Company. The 4th
. Modical Battelion Clearing Gbation was receiving patients by midnight,

4. DA 5 (9 Jume)s The hospital oarrisr “Lady Conmaught® arrived
during the night of D # 2 = D / 8 and discharged Pirst U. 8. Army
Hedical Detschment "BE". This perscunel consisted of; the station
aﬁﬁ livter bearer pletoons of the S0ind and 487th Eodiés.l Collecting
Companies, 3lat E&ndics:i Group; six (%) surgioal teams of the 4th
Auxiliary Burgical Group; one Advance Depot Pletoem, Slst B&cdisal
Depot Company; six (6) Medical corps officers from the 862nd
Msdical Clesring Compeny, 134th Medisal Croup; and ten (10) liaisom
officers from various medical units, ineluding one officer from the
gth Troop Cerrier Commsnd. Desphts her mta’& oapacity of approximately
300 casualties, 400 casuslties wers placed abosrd the "Lady Conamught"
during the day and it sailed for the United Kingdowm.that ewvening. Alse,
during the night of D £ 2 « D 4 3, personnel of the 42nd Field Hospital
plus three (3) surgical teams were brought aéharo aftor their ship had

been sunk end most of their personsl and a part of their organizetional

anirmendt logt. The remainder of Bheir orsanizational sauioment beran o
- 13 =
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6.

be landed at this tims. The equipment of the 2nd platoon was landed
first, snd the VII Corpe Surgeon decided that this platoon would be
established near Le Grand Chemin. During the morning, the medical

supply dump wes opened at Le Grand Chemin. Prior to thia time, thedump
had besm operated by the 281lst Yedisal Battelion at looation of Collecting
Cténpany "s" of this battalion, The 515th Medical Battelion met up eleari:ng

station at Bte Mere Eglbse, but grthllaéy fire force:d them to withdraw

temporerily. However, they returncd to this location later in the day.

The elaar’mg shation of the 10lst “irborne Division suffered & near hit
from sn estimated 1,000 ;5aund bomb, which coat them six medical officers
and forty enlisted personnel. Clewring stetion of the 4th Mgdical Battalion
wag set up Just south of Beuseville~au-Plain.

D £ 4 (10 June): The 128th Evecuation Hospitsl, the first army evacustion
hospital to land on Uték Bemch, came ashore. It was followed 1&‘592‘( in the
dsy by the 91st Evscustion Hospital and the 45th Field Hospital. The 42nd
Pield Hospital, which landed the night of D f 2 ~ D £ 3, opened just
no}ﬁmw of ks Orand Chemin. Due to the hesvy surf{ the unloading of med-
iocal suppliss was delsyed and 8 critica! shortage of Vce-x'tuin items developed.
In view of thig shortege, it was nacessary for the VII Corps Surgeon to
conteot the Army Burgeon in the Opaba ares for delivery of these items.
Arrengowents were mede for their delivery t:}w‘ next day.

D A & (11 June): The 128%h Evecustion Hospital, the first évmcuatiuu hosp=

ital to become operational on the continent, gpened during the evening in the

vicinity of Doutteville; the Slst Bvacuation Hosphtel epening on 12 June

in the same vioinity. The 483rd Medical Collecting Company srrived ashore

this day.

- 14 -



C.§ubsequent landings of remaining First U. 8. Army Medlecal Units

{assigned and attached) on the Continent were as follows:

DA6 (1

June )

24th Bvacustion Hespitael

449th Medical Colleoting Co.
- 480th Mediocal Collecting Co.
677th Ambulunce CGompany

Opened D £ 7, vieinity of
La Cambe (571 - 877)

D AT {1& Juns)

6th Bvscuation Hospital
418t Evacustion Hoapital

464%h Medioal Collecting Co.
501let Medical Colleecting Co.
664th Ambulance Compeny
566th Ambuleance Company
462nd Mediocml Collecting Co.

Opened D £ 9, vicinity of
Le Molay (650 - 783)
Opensd D £ 8, vicinity of
Le Molay (650 ~ 783)

Landed night of DA 6 - D A T

B £ 8 (14 June)

566th Ambulance Company

Landed night of D /7 - D £ 8

D/ 9 (16 June)

675th Ambulance Company
451st Hedioal Collecting Co.

1st Medicel Depot Co (less Advesuce Platoon)

p £ 10 (16

June)

46¢th Bvacuation Hospitsl
95% Evecuation Hospitel
493rd Medical Collecting Co. ’
D A 11 (17

Opened D £ 18, vieinity of
La Cambe (B68-882)

Opensd D # 15, vieinity of
Ste, Here Eglbse (837-861)

June)

§7¢h Eveguation Hospital

178th Hedical Beattalion, Hg & Hg
4§27¢h Hedical Collecting Co.
$08nd Medioal Colleoting Co.
68th Hedioml Group, Hg & Hg Det
175¢th Medical Battalien, Hg & Hg
176%h Hedioal Batbalion, Hg & Hgq
§76th Ambulance Company

578%h Ambulance Company

618th Medical Cleering Lempany
$7th RBvacustion Hospital

Opened D £ 13, violnity of
La Piere (323-956)
Det

Det
Dot

Opened D /£ 18, vicinity of
8%t. Bauveur Le Vicombe
{171-976)



B £ 12 {18 June)

10th Wedical laborstory Opened D / 22, visinity of
s Gambe (B70-875)

31st Hediocal Group, Hg & Ug Dat )

170th Medical Battslion, Hg & Hq Det

62lat Hedioal Cleering Company

622nd Medical Ulesring Company

DA is (19 Juge)

44th Bvacuation Hospitel Opened D £ 18, vicinity of
La Combe (557-882)

DA 15 (21 Juns)

464th Medicsl VYollecting Co.

B £ 17 (25 June)

Znd ¥vacustion Hospital Opened D # 23, vicinity of
Le Marais (659-738)

B7th Medical Battalion, Hy o fg Det

Srd Auxiliary Surgicel (roup (Less 23 tesms)

426th Medical Battelion, Hg 4 Hg Det

134th Medical Group, Hq & Hg Ded

DA 18 {2 June)

4th Convelescant Hospital Opened D # 22, vicinity of
‘ . Le Cambe {870-875)
Detachment, 9lst Nedical Gus Yreatment Bn.

D £ 19 (28 June)
668nd Mediecal Clearing Jo. ' Arrived night of D £ 18 = D £ 18
617¢h Medicsl Clearing Ce.
838rd Hedical Clearing Uo.

D A B0 {26June)

Detuchment, %lst Medianl Gus Yreatment Bn.
177th Nedicsl Battslion, Hy & Hq Det.

D 4 21 (27 June)

47th Field Bospital
Do 34 (10 July)

180th ¥edical Battalion, Hq & Hg Det.
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BECTICH IV - HOSPITALIZATION &KD EVACUAT 10K

In iha initial stages of the invasion, the Surgeon, V Oor?s. on Omahs
Beuah; and the Burgeon, VII Corps, on Uta: Beach, were responsible far the
evacuation on thelr reéspeclive beaches. On DeDRy, the Naval Besch medical
parties, Medical Babtalions of the Enginesr Special Brigades and unit medical
eie‘t::whmouts, all rendered medicel aid and g:laieed casualtios on ey Avauﬁhle
landing eraft for tmenspertation to largsr vessels lylng off shore. Pvacuation
neros# the beaches was cerried o.% by elements of the medical Sattaliena of the
Enginser Special Bripgades. Initally, the corps medical battalions evacuated
division clearing stations to the ingincer Spesial Brigad& medical battalions.
Clearing stations of £hs Engineer Special lrigade Medisal battalions were aug-~
mented with surgical teams which were brought in with them and were reinforced
on D £ 2 (8 June) by six ad&itisﬁal surpical teams -n each beach from Pirst
U. 8, Army Bedical Detachments "A" and "3",

Definitive surgery was performed on najor cases in the clearing stations
of the Bngineer 8pceial Brigades from D + 2 on. Iwo fieldvhospita;ﬁ arriving
on sach besth on D / 2 wers, of nedsssity, employed Qn evacuation hospitals
until such time as the leuter type of hoaphkbal arrived, commencing D £ 5. The
261st Medical Battalion on ﬁtah Beach beoune the evacuation center for thet beach.
On Omaha Besch, the 60th Medical Battelion ngarétad e olearing station in the vic~
inity of 8t Laurent, while the 6lst Medioal Baktalion, 5th‘Engineer Specisl
Brigads, operated three colleeto-el mrin stations renging from Easy Green
Besch té Fox White Beach.  The first sir s:rip available to transport planes on
the continent opened on D ¥ 4 in the viciaity of the 393rd CollgctowClearing
Company for the &th Engiﬁ@ar Speciul brigade above Easy Oreen Deach. Twelve (12)
putiénts were evacuated by eir on thot ﬁnyp

Immediate.ly bhereafter, arrungements were made for diversion of walking
cases Yo the clearing station of the 60th iHediocel Battelion at St. iaurent for
evacuation by boat, and the trasnsferring of all litter patients to the 393rd
Collecto=Clearing éampany 8t Eas}rmwwaﬂ Fesch for priority travel by eir. It
was further arranged to stert comsolidating the entirs élat Medienl Battalion in
the vicinity of the 398rd Collecto-Gisaring Compeny to form mn air holding wnit
for the airstrip. . This was accompliahed by D 4 6. Commencing D # 6 all evace

uation, from the Omehe Besch, both Littur and ambulatory, were sent te the edacu-
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- stion mazﬁ.ar which was eperated by the 6UthR Medicanl Butbalion, providing
& capesity of 800 litier ceses end 300 ambulatory cdases with the Glat
Hedical Bettnlion operating as expansicn for this unit. The evacuation
from Omshe Bsach wes prdmarily by sir. On Utsh Beach evacuetion by aiy
never wes available in apprecisble =mount by 21 July when en evacuation
gtrip waz completed in the vicinity of i'sinuwilla.

Buring; the Lirst three weeks of the 'invaaicmv. hg&vy sur?, at times,
interferred with the svacuation of etionts sercoss the beschas and the ’
weather, on accssion prevented alr svacuaviond Duﬁng these perdods,
otsualties sscummulsted in the hospitals, bubt &8 soon as the weather
permitted, these were ¢lewred by plane and by bost -t@ the United Kingdem-
&t other tirss when hesvy sur{ prevested the evecustion of patients aoross
the Uteh Beach, patisnts were transported by ambulance {rom Ttah Beash to
the sir strip on Omehe Besch for awwﬁa’cioﬂ by &i.x;“ to the United Kingdom.

Ags alements of ﬁm Army ledicwl Gro.ps srrived on the conbinent, they
took over ﬁhe\ezvmuﬁ*;:mn from the Loerps Hedical Batbalions. All evsouat-
- ion reverted ﬁa;‘amgr gentrol on U 4 3. By 21 June, all First U S Army
400-bed svasusiion hoapitals . ero wolhiore and pperating., The Army Surgoon
institubed & ten day evacustion policy on they date. Prior to this time
the policy had been a;rw of thatel evacuntion with the 'axcaptmn of non~trang~
porvables,

Bome of the problems which were encountered were the separation of
hospital persounnel from whia:s},e,s centeining equipment snd from hospital
equipment and stores not loaded op unit vehieles but shipped separstely.
In many instences, the separation cuused saveral deys delasy betweesn the
arrival of the personmnel and the t.me hospital eoculd become opereational;
this when the need for hospitulization was most eritieal. Another serious
fault due to the separstien «f' perscrunel from unit equipment wes thet, in
the unlosding of preshipped equipnent and stores, material beosme widely
dispersed, hospitel sguipment having been found in dwmps other than medi-
cal, in perscumel tramsit arews, ir. Class V Dumps and evan along the rosd-
side. Beoause of this dispersion, heyond the countrol of the hospital con-
cerned, many of the chests, crates snd boxes hed been ransacked and pilfered.

’

In some instances, unit medice!l dotachments and organic medical units of

Bhed wf ame maws nhasad in tes late to suonorit their unit when tha wnits
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ware lnitially committed to combat, neeessitating a strain on the already
linived resovrces of corps and later army medical units. |

. In general, the medical ser¥ive i‘o} the invesion, as planned, was
sound and required a minimum of changes. The total evacustion policy was
abselutely essentiul ond was possible through the use of medical detache
ments on LET's to provide proper cure for patients evacuated on this type.
of eraft and by the use of Hospital ofxrﬁars, one being scheduled daily (
for each bench. The attechment f surgiesl teams to Engineer 8,7:905.&1
Brigados and medieel companies of airborne units, end the early sugmentetion
off gddihf.an&i medical _p@rsoﬁaﬂilt of First US Army Medioal Detachments "A"
and """ undoubtedly seved 8 preat number of lives. The phasing én of litter
bearers, techiiclans mnd medical of ‘icers of Army Bﬁédical gtbuyn in Med-
{oal Detschment "A” and "B" providsd a much needed source of replacements,
to divisions sund ineressed the capaclty of alsafring units of Engineer
Specisl Erigades on the beaches. Lieison officers of Army Medical umits
aceomgiﬁy.ing mdicml lletachments ":" and "B" made it possible to negsct
guitable sites for hospitals snd have the sites demined and cleared prior
to arr\ival e¢f the verious units, thus enabliag ynits to bscome operational
at ths‘e&rliest poseible moment af'ter arrival en the continent.

The periocdic report on svecuation from mrmy hospitals originelly
was bused on B six hour report. I6 was found from experience tliu.’e this
interval works a herdship on hospitials rendering the rpport snd the units
furnishing ecourier serviee for smmo. It waz alsc found to be impr#otieabls‘
to have such reports reandered by telephone from so msuny units, consequently
the report was chan .39&. to twisce mvdat:,r as of 06008 and 18008, which proved
to give sufficient timely informetion from which to base evacuation plan-
ning as wall ms"mmf;rc:l admissions %o the hospitals, The information
oriinally called for in Lhe repest should all hove been bmsed on the game
period of time. This was corrected. Surgical backlogs and total 724 honr
evacuation figures as taken from the Combat Statistical Report alsc nere
added. Bee Appendix No. 1 aitwha& hereto, for a copy of this report, and
instructions pertaining t. seme as contained in Operations Hemorandum No..
. On the bagis of the twice dally periodic report from ths evacuation
hapitals, hospital quotas fér admigéion to the hospitels were ssbablished
by the Army Surgeen for the next twelva hour period. These quotas were
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glven %o the Medicel Group respansible for evacusting the division and karpa
¢learing stations. The estublishment of such quotas ensbled the Army
Surgeon to take into consideration the bed status of the hospital and the
surgical backlog prevailing, thus ensbling him to equalize the load among
theiavailubla hospitels te prevent any unit from becoming bogged down in

e given peried. The Medicel Group, through the employment of smbulsnas
regulating poinis in fromt of evocuation hospitals, distributed the patients
arong the hospitals on the kasis of quotes assigned by the Arny Surgeon.

The distribution of the load om the hospitals was greatly facilitat=d by
plaeing .vacustion hospitals in pairs in relatively close proximity to emch
other.

One major evacustion problem ccourred immediately af'ter the fall of
Cherbourg when it wes determined th.t thsre were approximetely 1,500
wounded prisoners of war hospitalized in the three hospitals in that ecity.
The 68th Medical Group trisged end transported 1,382 of thess pationts from
Cherbourg to the 25ist Medical Bmitalion on Uteh Beach over a period of
36 hours. The rsamsining non-treansporteble prisoner of war patients were
congolidated in one hospital in Cherbourg for treatment by caeptured vermen
medical perscnnel, under the supervision of Americin medical officers.

Bvacuation hoapitals funetioned throughout the entire éperations with
litule, if eny, relief. %he number of evacumtion and field hoapitals set
up for the First U3 Army during the planning phase was for an army com-
prosed of three corps. With the bulld-up of the First U. 9., Army on the
vontinent, first by VIIT Yerps end later by Third U. S. irmy units, the
medical serviee of theFirst U. 8. Army was augmented during the periocd 26

i
dune to 1 August 1944, by the following field and evacuetion hospitals of
the Third Y. 8. Srwy:

3nd Evacuation Hospital
d4th Zvecuation Hospital
3ith Evacuation Hospitel
89th Fveocustion Hospital
1Cth Evaouetion Hospital
1Cdrd Fvacuation Hospital
WKird Evacustion Heospital
1¢4th Evacust ion Hospital
108th Evaeumtion Hospitel
1¢7th Evacuation Hospital
1089th Bvacuebion Hospital
loth Fleld Hos ital

All of these units rby&rtaﬁ to the. Third U. 8. Army control on 1 August
with the exception of the 1l06th and 109th Bvacuation Hospitels, which
/
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4.

5'

the opening of thaese reneral heapitala . From time Ho time, it was neg-’
sgsary to call on hdvanc e Segtion, Communications z‘.om, for other
paersonnel, both commissioned and enlisted, to asugment the steffs of the

army hospi .els.

YECEION V_« MEDICAL SUPPLY

RE~OR JANLZAYIC

oF PIRBT UNITED BTATRE m}m.

Immediately upcn Rrrival in Englund‘an exhaustive study waﬁ begun of the
adoguacy of existing Tebles of Equipment with regsrd of Medioal Qquip@h.
The gusstion of the sdequacy of the existing Tables #f Crganization and
Bogulpment was oxemined in the light of a contemplated combined airborne
snd amphiblous u;pur'mti;on ageinst the coast of France with an sttendant hégh
snsualty rata,

M’ir.?azz- considurable deliberation the Army Surgeon arréved at lists of items
by types of unit required in excess of Tables of Equipment in order to &-t-
isfuetorily perform combat missions snticipated. These lists inulud@d/ﬁems
not oaly of dedicel Dopartment issue but item s of Qua&em&eatar, Signal,
Ordoance sno sngipser issue. {(See Appendix “2%).

Aftor heving deternmined the requirements of medical un:ts in this manner

it was then nsvess.ry that proper justification for the issup of theitems
involved be givan «zmim-.:wrviée snd thet whore stocks were not aveilable

in 4he Unmitsd ¥.agdom, & special projeot be instituted for suiphent from

the Unit:d States. Greel dii‘f‘iuulty was n#gpr_iemed initially in sequiring
agourete Lnforontion ms to availability of the items required. However,

it wee letor possible to see a olear pioture as to the statun of items in-
vplred. A '

A saries of conlurences followed betwesn representatives of Lhe Army

Surgeon mne represenbatives of the Chiel 3\;1'553911, Europesn Thsmr-‘of
Operations, including the Chief 5uz-g,em:\ himgelf, in san attempt to thorough-
1y review the sobual need for the items requested.

A% & finel acd Lnlormal conference on excess quimsat between the Hedisal.
Supply Officsr. Burcpeav Thenter of Oper &’cieﬁk and the Medical Supply
Offieer, First United States Army, & declsion was made to iaéus, within

the limits of stook aveilabllity, s 11l items requscted except those which

hgd bean disepproved by the Chiel Swrgeon.

Concurrent with the work beinpg done on the remir‘mﬂé‘s of ‘vnite-fer
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' esguipment in excess of Tables of Tquipment was the enormous task of
equipping all the units of the coumund. A1l uwuits hed srrived in the
United Kingdom without sny .uwt houso ka:&g:ing, equipment in accordance
with the Wer Department plen of rre-scheduled shipments of wnit equip-
nant« v o ‘

7. The persomnel of the Bup;ly Division eof tha‘ehief Burgeon's &%fiaa, 8X-
hibvited akaswyaraﬁive aud willing spirit with regsrd to thé equipping
mfaungmé with‘tkéir Tﬂk squ.gment. Cerrespondenge end other tice consume—
ing elements were reduwsed to e minimum aod an in-forgality wes present
which snabled individusl matters to be greekly sxpedited.

8. Ho First Army uwnit d&;;:&rfz@ Prom the United Kingdom with any deficiencées
in ?fk allowsnoes and the bulk of equipment requested in excess of author-

v

ized sllowenoes likewise wap reusived prior.



in approsch to the medicsl supnly problems presented by
Opevations "™TPTUEE® was wade throush the indtial jJoint approedie

‘atden of the plan, Tt was Lmedis'-ly seen that the combined

airborne and amphibicus opsration acainet prepaved defonses
and ite expested high casunlby rate mmm protilens

beyond the seope of sny prewiousl: cncountered, in examlina-
tion, of what was available to the 'odicsl tervice of the Piret

irny in the woy of standerdized rninbenance unibs revenlsd that

these wers ingdecmate.. Tb was slso apparent that to aatzs!ﬁligh
mintenance in terms of pownds por van per day would ot
suffies asinmﬁ paak casusliles would oceur when the forces
ware smallest, A decision waw rade Lo sopromch the medleal
wupply problem on anénﬁic:’tm‘é,aﬂ casgalty basis,

Standard “ar ﬁ&mr&:@n@ and “urgpean Theater of tfrmmtims
mintensncw wnits were minutely munined to determine thdr
adequacy and were found deflielent in various eritical items.

4 Yiat was prepared of ibtems whinh were deemed ess-niial and
wilch wers a;’mmr not ineludsd fn andieal mainbenance units

or ware imlﬁ&sd in insufﬂnim duanbity. This 1ist was
pregented to the Chief Turgeon, "wrvpesn Theaber of Opsrabions,
¥, 5. fmmy, in the form of & reqmost for the bullding of unita of
cup-ly to supplemert maintenance mlte, This list hecams the
fné&l point of mueh professiomal controversy. gain a series
of eomferences were held bebtucen rooregentatives of ihe

iy Surgecnis, and the Chiel “uygoon, "urppssn Theaber of
Cparntions, ¥ 5, tomy. ‘s a essuld of these conferentes
cortain ftems were deleted Irom thy supplementsl list amd
obhers reduced in warying degmesn, T6 may be sald here that
tids supplemsntal 1ist became the baekbohe of supply dring
the early stages of the operation, Certain of the items

which were deleted from the listy and obher s which were
recduced, adually fell inmto short supply in the perfod from

"D* to "D £ 107,
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The Turopezn er ol ‘perations Sy Medisal Maintenanoe
Undta; the Divisiens® senudt Medical Maintenance Units (two
portions = Sueslesd el Ueoied)y and the Supplemsntal tnit were
s sl (Ses ﬁpﬁe&ﬁxﬁ}*_ However,

individuel items on oieh 1 eonswepblon rabe waa mi&ipaﬁﬂd

:
the pydmary melotons

%0 be abnormsl, were ouased 11, over and above quantitizs in-

cluded in any mointersnce uwils,  Such items os plaster of pacis

tandage, wadding shnect, cocog and neseafe and medicinal gases
{Oxygan, mitrous oxil , obe,), wers phased in virtuelly evemiay.
Class TT weniscommber M.ee 7/7 replacessnts fhema), were

vhesed In s descordtos

wiaze logs fagtor, Tor exsmple,

it s ambioips W going ashore on "9 Ty would lose

159 if Shedr equipnobs broops golng ashors on "D £ 4" would lose
87 of bhedr sowlorniy and oy “D # 107 this factor would have
1&3%’%&%&{& oft ot o 57 loas £ ofar, Clase IT items were phases in
enly dn sufficlent cuanbtitisg to replace anticipated 1&3&55.,

In view of theover duaeit possibllity that the enemy might
peoort bo gas wariaro, optvigion was made to land sufficient gus
caspaliy milrtenanse wnlte ith the assenlt elements to trest
5,000 pae cameeltlss in ssclt iossuld avea, 4 ball of these pas
Gasalty maintensnce undsy were lald down on the mear shors fop
shfisment B fapt boct in b avent of m&mnssiw use of gas,

Singe all coswsltincg exgapd nonebransportables were to he
svacuated by bot Lo the fplbad Wingdon, snd by sir as soon as
aiv gbrdps wore availa li, it was necessary to ship to the fup
ghore enormoas quanbitise ol “itters, M&ni‘mﬁa and splints, In
view of the axbrome’y “imifod sheeduled bommage svailable o the
¥edieal Depertment, o schers had to be devised to bring these
ftems aghors wibhout boedne the tormage charged afainst scheduled
1if'%, Arrangementc ore teds wlth the ¥, 3., ¥avy to place abosrd
each 1OT for the [lrso! bhpe awund ped trips 3 undt of sup-ly

demigned to beime v cusnddddse of these dbems ant ouantities of

plasms and surglasl o

ggd g whieh eould not be phased in under
alloeabed tamrags, “biz wli of swply conslsted of the follow-
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surzieal dremimg‘a; and 96 units of nqrml haman pma ;ﬂma,'
it was possible to bring ashore in the first fmﬁﬁ doys
: 30,mo~3.mam, 96,000 blankste: »nd, lerge Guantisdies of the
other items without baving to recuce obher neeessary medlesl
m‘inwnmam incadcitdonsl 19,000 litters and 40,000 blarkets
were ineluded in the acheduled 1104,  Infanbry Divielens, Tneineer
Specinl Arigades, snd obher conb L units were lssued additional
quantities of thess items, Adeunte guantities of these items
wore always availabls wuntdl tho Iater stages of the operation
when returns frow the Mnlted Uincdon of these it@na did not k:eep
page wiﬁ?s the great oubwird suobs on threugh ale evacwmbion,

For the ussault troovs there w.s also desisned a sp@ciélg
waterproof unit of supply whish cc}ul@! bé earried ashors b ¥y ald
- men and which would serve as adiitional life prémmrs for them,
‘ This unit consisted of seven spcceinlly treated mm shell ocanges
whieh contained in tobo, the follawing itemsi .

Presming, firsteaid, lapge saeh 50
Dresshig, firet-sid, smsi{ N gach 50
Wa, p’-&iﬁg Mﬁﬂmmﬁw B, m m
Banduge, geuze, 3¥ anch 50
Sulfantlamide, crystallline ‘ ke 10
Yorphineg, tarbrate, syvellies o 25
Serum, novmal humsn plagms, dried : Vi
Autln ine, USP, 7.7 geain tabsg 1 _ 1
Halomone, 1/10 grain tablube bottle (100 in) 1

 Sterile pauze packet (Llmprep.

mted with bordc acid ,

or vazeline, ench _ 1
It was issued to units schedule! to arrive on the far shore from
" o "D £ 3% on the following busis: one unit per infantry |
vattalion, artillery battalion, chemfcal battallon, engineer
battallon and ranger battallon, "o unibs psr eollecting company,
divﬁ&mwl. Four undbe per clearing m@mpam,@ divisgionsl, 94z
units per medical batbalion (Tmyrinesr Special Srigade).

This undt proved ~eajzsmm:ml,yr valuabls in the sarly hours Aai‘
the asssult when a delay in unlouding scheduled medieal suppliss.

was encounterad,
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PARLISHMTOT OF T e

1.

Zs

CHHE (Y Corng Sesell,

On the afterrosn of o 10 Jmm) the fipst m‘ﬁ-«@hﬂﬁ‘*‘

) ﬂﬁmm 3 the Omaha Secter,
lings undts had been landed the

[

uied Medical Ve

attibough, some 17 propert

previous day, nfortunstely o Large portion ef the supplies

landed on ™M £ 10 were Lesh bt the btide came in and covered

tham as they loy on Sh beaed balow the hish water Ine,

Tadrly Targs prrcentors of tinge supplles which were
Tandad on "D # 27 weeca edpdlorily lost.  The lst ‘ection, idvence
Dapot Flatoe, 15t Nedical ool “onpany, landed in two egual
Inepaments wHr Lhe Sthoand Atk wliser Speedsl Urigedes in
thig sector nd s .,w sphed Lo set up lesue poinbe virbually at
the high wator 1ime in the vicirity of the Brigsde Collectom

(learirg Companics, Iibs wers copved here out of Brigade

regarve gbooks and Lhose shock: ah were salvaged an "D £ 1
and om "9 4 D7, On the moraing of ) £ 27 the Advance Dapob
Plaboen, 37 el Hadieal nepet Comprny (atbached), and the Comands
ing Cdliger, Lot Y dieal Dapot Dompiny s‘m ashore. The Cem—-
mnd:img Sffiesr, lat Yadical ":v:t'm;t" “owmpary imsediately took
charge, and the confusion which wes apparent in the first two
days lupmediatoly aboteds "n Lhe :a»:f‘i;fan'zm of "D £ 3% the Pirst

prmy weciienl dump Lo Prenco openad for iasue in the vieinity

off 5k, Lauwrent sur Yo,

Ho medical mupnlics, excort 197 property exchange umits
were lapded in this sector price te the aftemcon of ™ £ 2%,
Unite were fopced o rely apon thelr reserves as well as what

tele eould be ddverted fros ihe O

HA “eetor, Hers, also,
there mas sam confusion in Lhe lLiniing of personnel a'm the
rdvanse Depoh Floboon, et esicrl Tepet Company (attached)
srrived ashm*a gzm oF to the Dnd teeidon, Advence Depol Platooen,
lat Eﬁfuea.l mmt Compary, whilch war sapposed to hove landed
with medieal conpaniss of the 2Mlst Yedical Battalion, lst

Tngineer Special Prigade. The 2nd 3 @BISR (T ST MBI omh Deppb
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Company t@c&?t oyer bagch fscuc wiille Advance Tlabtoon of the Tlst
Hedical Depotl Campany was seltine up the first wedlenl dump in
Lids mector. This dump opencd on the afternoon of " 4 3% in the
vieiniby of Ie frond Chemin, In t'ds sector Hhe 82nd and 10ist
Adrbome Divietons landed. Tobh hod been given sdequate smapolies
to be self sustaining for st leust three days, When contact was
agsbablished Lebween seaborne o @ livborne elemerts 1t was found
that even though mueh @civguipmmt b baen Jost these two alrborne
divisions had bosn able o sustain bhemselves with the suprlies
they hed earried in, —
3' Gﬁ;ﬁ“ﬁ AL ‘

The blggest problem in this verded was the gatherdng wp of
mddeal supnlies which had becn lunded at scattered pointa along
the beacheg. Huch confusion existoed while hospibtels endesvored

“$o find their unit assemblles vhich had been shipped ashere in
craft separate from that which exrried persomels and while mod-
deal depot gompany persommel endeovored o comb the beaches for
mintenance sapplies shipped ashore in order to cerbralise and
localize issue points, edicsl Valrienence Urits wére larded
in & everal elements ai seatierec volnts along the beach and an
item which m urgently needed hao to be sought b besch combing

tactics.
De CAMPLIGH TO CAPT X

1. Supply Problems Durdime Perlod - h preat weaknsss In the Medlical
Eointenance Unit became apparent early in the campaipn, T4 was a .
wealmess that cost many men howrn ard much delsy in the issue of
supply, 3§ medicel Mairdemanes mit by ite very nature sltempts to
furnish a broad scope af ltems conpumed In the treatment of cas~
uwalties, To this end, a Vediecal 'bintermnce Urdl consists of
many repacked boxes containing emll omenbities of several items.
Taping this pevied of the campaimn 1t was not uncommon f‘or depat
persommel Lo have bto open a? masy as bwenty or thirty boxss Lo
acquire enough of ore item to lmsue to a ¥ngle recuisitioning
wmit, This work was followed Ly meed to repack or to place in bin
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»sﬁeﬁk all of the othor itens contajned in the bomes, Thia pProbe
lem, serious i ltself, was Surther aggraveted by the lnmccurasy
of, or complete sbsence of packing lists. Hany shipments had #o
packlg 1iste or had a packing 1ish stating that the contents ware
unknown or wevs niscellaneous medical supplies, Hence, itw as
impessibie to deternine what wos actually on hand until every box
had been brokan open wnd ite contends inventorded and plcked wp
on stook revod,

It is strongly recommendsd that in any pees&iﬁle furthey )
aperation of he nature of Tperatlom "HEPTUEEY that NMedical Malmte
enance Unlls as such be sbandoned and that Melnbenance Unite mude
up Prom ovigina’ paciugok, 1. 0. bulk steck of iteme be substiftuied,
If that ig not possible sn altermabe recomsendation would be that
iboms be ordered by Lbem ratied thel by meintenance usdts in bull,

tmbil exewunications were eobeslished bebwoen the beaches
it m loposaiiie o Wrens-ship regudarly from one sechor Lltems
which were in aiort sup 1y in tha other sector. Even afber the
two baachhesds were 1iked this problen continued to be a gerlous -
oneg - due first to ensmy action, and later to fralfic congestlone

For au intervel of seven days In this porded no penieillin
was available, Sbocks were sebwusted in the Undted Wingdon and
the subomatic deily flow of penicillin to the conbinent cessed,
This provlem wie firally allevisted by the srvivel of seversl
plane losds of peaniedliln from the Tnited Stdba,

Several iteme on which the nonsumphion rate was higher thaet
anticipated fell into short supily in this perlod. These wer
requested from the United ¥ ngdon for Alr and Red %ell Expresa
shipment, §xesllent service was provided in this type of shipment
and the short supply problems were vapidly solved,

\ The most teing problem duvring this perded was the problem
of hospital wits locating and re-essembling thelr hospital
assemblies, Albhough, every effort was made by the First Army
SBurgeon to have hospital assenliles luadad on ong cralt and to
bave those asuemblles accompauied by am' officer and f&f_.vé enlisted

Ten O “fHe ‘Hospitdal coricerned, ‘this proposdl was rejected except
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for these bospltels whibh i wore oomeioeréd M‘?}f the assauld
forces. A8 2 result hospital :mﬂxstmliw"ﬁm undomied &‘Lnag with =~
vagt bolks of other suwpplles, ab seny sesttered pqiam along the
beaches. Nospitals spent weny daye going from dump to dump, re
lese of service, in an atbeand Lo i’%uc% & for boxes which might belong
to thelr wnil assemblies. The oponing of several hospitals W
weeeived ihte
complebe agoenbly.  An atbenpd 4o parsupde Fngineer fSpdzades to

sepiovaly delayed, anl no hospibeld of thie

desispate wnit aesesbly recelvalyy polnte met with failwe and pore
tlons of hospital assembliss werd received in Quertermaster (lass I
fhasps, Quarderanstor Class 1T o1V Thmps, Salvage Dumpg, Sugineer
Dupps, et

It wmet be vecopnized that o hosiibalte operating equipment, ag
diffupentisted lron bactlicsl organiestdons, s not carrded, nor cen

by sarrdod, on the individual ow o wdd

tinis wesusbly She hospital i eqaemvlated. Tn any Puither pperations
of thie type ewory elfort mush b Wn& o ship huspital persoppel
eyl the hogplbal opulpsent in oo orelt, snd 1 this is nob feadw
Loke to shdp haopitsl assemblics complete in tme eraft, scocupanied
By b detscimont of hospltel coraomel ;

’ T wmuum ‘&W@wam‘t apxly durdng dhis phane that genmeveton :
Bl e Bheal Angy ﬁw&ipi‘t;%mm were dnadequate to handle f:.kw power
Joomd L ool iock operations. Hvery effort had been mle to

pwie 5 R, Gemerators for all ‘@ﬁwﬁ hruy hospitals gx:ﬂiw ta
dupmrtube Prom the Tuited Vinpdone The project had been approved
e the fhee Dogerebeent, bub conerators were nob regaived pedor to
dpparture. A o lavt sioobe eoegency W, double the /8
sllowanne of Mediosl Tepartoent Generstors (2.5 XJ0W) was fssued,
These, howevary proved iosdentelo and once %hﬁ? tipoke down they
soald mot be wepaired, sinve to gpare parts wers availshle in “rance
o Em bhe Todbted Mingdon, Arvengesents were made through the
Wadieal Supply Offodr, Comoandgatdons Zone, o ship one large
@mwm@mm for each wwowatdon hospdtal, These arrived in due course
and the power problen was golved Porbimithe
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Another operational supply probvliem encountered during t:h:&s
perlod was tho mechanical difficulty with all gasoline cparated
squipment, such as, autoclaves, Z-burner stoves, and distilling
apparata. Speeialﬂ apare perts and repalr kite were ﬂmm from
the United Kingdom, accomponled by two expert repailrmesn assigned
o Comsunications Zone depobs., This measure was followed shortly
2y the more definitive measure of scouiring white ges for the
opuration of these stoves through Quartermaster, First Army,

Be INLAND OPERATIONS PERIOD w ®D 4 20% 70 vp A L8n (26;}%173;‘% 0 2l JULY),
1. BSupply Sitwation During Perdod - During this period First Army Surgecn

was faced with the problem of supplying a greatly coveresize command
as compared with the command for which supplies had been planned,
Bany waits from Third Avmy which were operating wnder First Ammy
during this period arrived on the continent with shortages ot /8
gyuipment. I% wea necessary to equip these miﬁsv prior to estabe
Lishing them as funetioning imstaliailons, It was also notable
duiving thisg period that the Advange Seoblon, Commmieations Zone,
was supposed to have assumed resporsidvility om "D 4 15" but did
not begin to function, and the First Army was given the additional

. burden of supplying certain Adwance Seotidn troops and instﬁ.l&w
tions, as well as some of the Thimd Army,

With the inereased load of work involved and the growing
amount of geography, the need for amfs’-:iﬁﬁ.nm depot personnel
become apparent, Should any greail wovements involving much terrain
become actual, there was little doubit that one Hedical Depot Come
pany ecould not meet the requirements of movemsni comeurrent with
servicing units of this command, |

During this pericd 1t became & parent that ewen though issues
in mess of T/E had been made to sertaln types of units within
army, their equipment was still ingufficient to meot the burdens
imposéd upon them, Notable among these Jdeficiencies were ’obe_
bottleneck in I~Ray in evacuation hompitals, occassioned by lack
of adeguabe film érying facilities, and the general deficiencles
in equipment for oxygen administretiocn in all hospital mits,

Certain projects for equipment in ewcess of T/E were initiated on
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the fer shore to the nited Yingdomy «
Ar and Hed Pall Bxpress, (Sse Appendix §)e
blewnskers during this periods
| These were mtaly the Ltems which &m"e evacuated with casualtles
and om Whi@k mm wag 1o property exchenge. Included 1 Bida

. gatagory mpmjww levin tubes, traches tubes, and, beward

the latter past of the period, litters and blankets, in atbemps

were pade by

Certain items developed ag tr

to estavlish an aubempatds weekly el 1A0% Lo pmpw%x &Mﬁ
items based on cgsualiies evecuated during the pzw&m m&& mﬁ
with no guecess. Tho problon wes lergely solved by dadly Adr and
Pad Ball %mg roquentse  During the perioed from 26 June to 2L
Tn?;y, amm nonet/0 % By but nec ensary, installations within
aruys presented, snd conbinve fo present, o wiﬁm‘&bl& emmm

problens, Foremost of theso are the tiwo combat exhavstion cembers
whick were originally inbended to operats as 250 bed mﬂs&ll&*‘ﬁim;
and which developed o 1.000 bed snd 750 bed, respectively. In
addition there was & provighoosl 1,020 bed hospital installstdon
operated by the 9lst Medlesl fas Tresbwent Sattalion primeeily for
modioal cases including melarlels and contagions discases; thwee.
HedpowSurgical Centers within throe dvwmy m&&m hospitals,

ard a large Dentel Climle estebllchment within the fsﬁ% Convaleacent
. Hospital, Isoues in emvest of authorized allowances, bub reqiired
for the proper oparation of thess installations, were made in the
vain from existing ?ﬁwm Army sbocks, and the balance wers ordered
from the nited Xingdom as specinl project 1bems,

Iring this peried aleo there was refurned to Quartermeber
Tepols tentage and obher sguipsent widch hed been Issued In the
early sbages of the cperation, when hogspitels had been operabiny
miarw installaticss. Hompitals were reduced fo amounts subhe
origed by T/F and exwess avthorization as indiested in Appendix 2,
Tiowever, oobat experia
quartermaster eguipment im envess of all previeus authorizations for
evacuation hoapitals, sesdemobiles

e has proved the need Lor the Pollowing

AHDUHTy
mméaluwum
’ms!%, heph tad werdeessl

Tent s*borage‘......uﬁ




sl VT - B -TNLIeTER Winbe

o the sarly duays of the irvesion 1t wes m&m&%‘b 8 mmber af
pablants wore baity sldvted %o i?“?@éwﬁ’%%t kaap%ﬁis@ wiﬁh wat soaed o
Yo selfeinflicted gueshet wemdr.  Hoob of these cesos wore ninok Wﬁﬁn
gnd were taldng up el needud Loepitel bed spmoes :

Ao POLICY. ‘ | |

O 88 June, tmmtpustions wers ipsved o Gmm&ing éffismm of ell
First U8 Svmy ewasuation boeritels 4o immyali cages of susploiour salfe
infllobed puoshob wovn'e im e weplbel; thet ﬁ%wﬁxw Xum%ar'ﬁﬂmm‘k
wag making @ round 3 the hospitale checking inte these ceses in pa effort
ta é@%i@p a nollioy aa reguris gell-'nfliction of wund to avold lmmr;ém
ackity frbo twee osges, the faiiw*im; polioy wae d&wmm;
A1 esmsen of svepootnd pellwlnflleted punehot woundg would be held in
sveovation haspitel: ponding :ﬁ’ia’ef!w&“@i@&?ﬁiwi by & m%sm%ﬁﬁw of the In-
spector Gevaral. Theen osger i ld oot be svesuated from the ims‘gmw
exoept on arders of tao Amgy Surgeon. The m@, rank, serisl mumber snd
orgenigation of euob such ¢sde i hospitel ab thabt time or thereafber adw
mitbod was o o reporied %o the Army Burgeonts Offlce. .‘ém Apty Burgeon's
0ffige in turn wag bo g over to the Army Inopector Seneral's 0fffce this
Ligt of vemes wud 4he Xpepector leperel o his representative would make
an iovestimatln of saoh puoh s ss. ‘Mﬁar investigantion, the Inepeotor
General wonld repart sotim vooechoase Bo the £m Surgeonts Mfise. If
the wound wes determized to be reelly secidental, the Amy Surgeon's Uffice
wuld diveot tw hogpited cgoreoei rsd to include n fora inthe pationt's modie
6sl records to thls offwet, mal clear patient from hospitel to duty or fure
ther @va;mméi wa Tooweodd fuetter investigetlion, this form would indiosbe

to pPopsy sutboritles in Yhe ¥ited Eindom thet the eese had Yoen invesbi-

gated and the ovloow 7 such lrvestigstion. Whaesre s petient wag Tound
guilty of sell-infliction of wnd €o avold hesepdous duty, the izm;mm%ﬁ?
General or biv ropresestetive songulbed the Army Feuropsyohlatric Conme
pultent rogerding the prrtisalor ecasge, ofber whish the petlert wees trled.

Thie polley wme pregentud to e Dhief of Steff and aporoved.
B ¥ i T
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Be DIBPOBITION. ‘

Seversel woeks ioter, 3t beos . nppevent that these veges wm elogging
' up owe evecuation rysiec . and wors ceuging quite e problen far the Inspector
Ganeyal or his resrcsentali o Lo vinld esch gvacuetion hompitel to foverstie
| gobe push gases. A1 8 comlercco Letwesn the Army Surgeon and the Imw Troe
spectoyr Jenersl, it wes decided thet the 4%h Gﬂmgmm# Hospitel w:m};&/
B yeosive all suoh cnucs Dron $ie oweuabion ha@%‘ﬁ:&lé* on 24 July 1944, ﬁi},
suoh oges were tr : aferved to G 10 Fleld Hospital, & Third U5 Amy unit.
stiaohed to Plest U fpeg. dis0, thin unit wss to receive msw sedionl
cBEew, imiuﬁing welariags  The 10tk ?mm Hogpital was responsible for
reporting @i_l sueh cnaen adnitled to the brmy Buppmorts OFfloss the ovkow
‘wabion hospitale mirely trunsiorring these ceses to the 16th Fiold Bospitel
without NMM:; geoa B this officos By this progedure, ell cmses of
selfeinflicted gunghot wourls were consentrated in ono I&mﬁim;, theraby
geving wuch time Ln the ipwsssigetion of push cases dus to shorber distarses
tg be traveled by the Tnspector Torneral or his mgmgﬁmmﬁw; Further, it
relisved the evamumilon hospital: of holding such cases for a pemmi of tlug
and thereby mede bed spuee awmllsblie for the mmk Mmmiy woundeds

Puring thiz perlod 848 cases of pelf-inflicted wounde were reported,

of* which 685 were found upon lrvosiipeblon nob $0 be malingering or on .
which sufficient ovidense was not obiained bo werrant mwﬁmm&rkml PYGw
seedings. Twenbyefowr men were reiirned to thelr orgenizsbions:fof oourke
mobbtiely and 399 were 5311l under lrwestigabion st the end of the poriads

Upon Third U Avsy beamslnp occrational on 1 August, it was recussary
o ton over to thal aray gerdain rwedleal weite which had been sttached to
Firgt U8 i‘mg;r for operstions. ooy ﬁa@aﬁ-mifm wng the 16%h Fleld fosw
pitel. A% & conference held "-L:‘eaiavmzq,,:ta the Burgeon, Third U.S. Army, 16 wos
egreed that a1l megoobed selfelniticbed penshot wound guses in the 16%
Tield Hospitel belunging to upite of First US Army would be trensferved as
soon e possible to the Olet Hecim:l Ces Treatment Dettalion, which wns to
Be egteblished for the reeepticn v puch cesesy Third U Army wwimiﬁg all

guch cosesz belonging to wolbs of Uhal armys
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SECTION VII - RETIRN OF PATIEUTS T0 DUTY FROM i0SPITALS
Upan: anoouncement b:r the Amy %urgg,m thet & tenwday evasuation poliey
wag in effect (D 4 18), srrangenents for the return of padienis to duty From
: ﬁquim}.a wore wmade bobween the Army Swrpgeon and the Ageigtant Chlef of smrf.
' Gwl, Hesdouerters Firgt US Amy. This policy wog o the of‘ent that Commands
ing ﬁ)ﬁ‘ﬁ‘ieww of m%icm hospitales wore o eall Comssmding Officers of
the. %rgm Rﬁplamé:, ﬁumwnmfaé and nobify them as to the mmber rendy for
duty for thet partiovliar dey and the loestion of the hospitel. The repleace-
ment batbtalion m.:m ‘then be respensible for sending teengpordtation to pick.
.up thase men for reburn to the replagemont “::a.h*aaamén. One gxoenbion o thig
wag that sll newropsychintric onses roudy for duby were to be returned by
Hedieal Depsrtment trupgportation to clesrisg :s‘hafcinﬁa fron wliich they were
admitted to hospliale
mzring the pwiad 6 Jume 1944 %o 1 Auguet 1944, 28,942 pﬂﬁ'}.w’tﬁ e
trembod by howmpitals of Piret UB Mray and returned ‘!:u by .

SECTION VITT w ‘C’:’?"’Lm&ff&% ar ‘“?‘EI?«J’\ 5 F WAR
e g T ETITT

Prigoners m" war maye ubilized throughout mest of the period at the
evsountlion hospitals. This srrangement wag closely seordinetod with the
Agpigbant é‘:'«i@f of Steff, G-l and the Provoeh iﬁm}mi. Headquarters Firet
US Avmys Tm ubilization of prisonovs of oy M@m noseassyry due bo the
“faet thet tm 1/0 of evacuation hospitals is mah ‘that during periods wmm
large mz*bem% of msmltj,e vere telig sdnitbed to the hospitales, the ane
listed personvel were meaded for the more wegent work of caring for the
giex mci‘ mmmi&ﬁu Tt waa therefore rwosgeery thet sdditional pam&zmai be
nade wailaxbm for gs:zmrul work such ag 1itber bearing, digring latrines,
gorvage pits and okher 1sbor. Uguelly, forty (40) prisovers of wer {none
medical) have hoen sbbashed to each evecustion '?mapiml within Firgt UB
Arvey Yo do sueh worke To guard ‘c;%ﬂrma prisoners of war, the Pi‘wéa‘b\ Vaprahel
plased two (2) armed guards with sach hosnitel. This errmngement worked
oub very sabizloctorily, enabling the ewnoumtlion hospltels €9 render betber
cere and treatment to the sicl s ¢ wounded.

The prisoners, with practically no exceptions, worked well and seomed

well plessed with the way in whi sy were belng handled.
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EECTION 1% o ATy mporevSEIATRIC CAGES

A, PLAFNING PHANE,

‘Lf ﬁzeé spproved plest "oy the treantnirl and wwua%:z&.an of mgm;ﬂgywmwm
-vegueltiow of Flrat Aray wme dorivod from o study aﬂ mpm*{z& and aliroulers.
outlining the pélicies and proocd vos relative to reuropsychletey in other
mssﬁmx;é af seration. ehe Iirst Ay g}iaﬁ e eééxaim& o Wié%ﬁ early :
trestuent of %m*mmewmmwm oo 1dles ue close to the front as was
fenslible end e return guoopsal w - trected ineiwmamié direst to their
units with the least gméﬁti‘mm Aoler. |
%o The mu-ber of ngurorarehistric cas albles to be axgxeef:é&d'mr the firsd
tairty (50) daye of the sontineital invesion was m};‘mmx at 28003000,
This figurs wee uped am & baslio or the following plem for the trentmewt and
suacuation of neurepayoblabric onsucltiers
8 A triege of neuwropsyohisntric ccsualties wag to Ye sonducted by Dettelion
and Hoglmental Surgemng of coarbat 'nite and i heepiog with %%m tactiond .
gituation., MId sssem, whose rrorn ';szgig wes favoreble for rebup:s bo duby
 within twenty-forr {24) to thirtys x (36) hours, covld be rebained for
troatmnt in the umit ures, &ll othor cages werc to be evecunbted without
&@l&y %o the aprropriste divisionsl slsaring stations
be %uﬁagwmmwm eager adudtbol to di-teional olearing ss%‘%im“as‘mm
te be seen by the divislon payehintrist who would evecvate sll csses rew
quiring mote than sevetyetwo (78) tours treatments The sases which wore
to be held at the ﬁmw_ing‘ statime wore %r:z e g:‘w&n sasepbed tremtoent
with & view to accorplishing the ourly return to duty of those successfully
treated. v . ’
5e  Duping the fiz-s;i: ten (10) dsys of 4he operstion, a1l neuropgyohiatric
enguaitios who were evacurded Lo L f@w of &iﬂ@mn slesring stationg |
wf'e %o be sert to the Unibted Kinglon, at i@ms*‘a mx'i;i‘lf cvscuation hospitals
were 1o operstion.
(1) In order Lo avoid the poasibility of congestion bt the evecuabion
hogpitals and to walw avallable o prester muber of bede for gurgical mabienta,
as well ss ‘o reducs the denper of "lnfecting” lichtly wouwnded individusis

with nowropeyehletric syptoms, the Burgeon, Flret Usd. dray, designeted the

‘ifn
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828nd Clespding oompony of the 1344h t&mdﬁ%& Urouy to oporale o GoUPo~
payohictrio ospltal, the sevehialrigbs csif the eveoustion hospitels {om
debpcbod sorvise) were fe provide U'e professionsl service.

(2) e use of sy install ti. sueh se 4ndiested ebove would sllow
for stenderdization of fpatnent 2 d would provide foollitise f&r apeaial
proceduros pot nBCESsAry or ouril ral espes but desireble for neuro~
pyebiatrie sesos. The §Ead Tlearing ﬁi‘w@w was b0 bo sugmented by per=
pommwel sud equipmut so 8s W orovi e fiveslundred (B00) beds, and by

wreangomsnt with thoe evssoptlon o ece was to recgive sll nouropsychiatrie

tients divootly from ddvision ole pivg statlonss

Be  THRIETUG PILNE,
BRI s AT A I SR T

) ilv

B

Se

b

urisor the motrkhe of Novembew 1040 Lo Apeil 1944, voprogentative unit
medignl effiawrs, partioulerly Hettnlion and Regleentel Surgeons of come

Bat wits hed the sdventsge of & one woeke orientation sourse in willtery

wewrspsyehieter given by the steff - the 318:h Statlon Hompitale This

hoppital offored additlonsl coursc , one for divielon Bevropsychlatrists
lasting one ngadin, and nm'«%a%mm; lactilag bwe weooks for evacuatlion hospital
’p@mmmi inoluling the peyehisirist, tws nurses, snd six enlisted bechw
nieians, The thres courses ware yrosented in en excellent mester and
gepved partiovlarly well im sggualitlng mediesl officers not ;;frwimsly

mﬁwi&m& iw geuropsychiatry with mmey of the probleme shich wero lster

med andey codet osnditions.

The Commending OfTigey of the U13th Mation Hospitel, gove & series of

C grtentedion telks on "Combet Dmbaustion™ o line officers of the £0th and

20%h ivisions durisg Ootober and | ovesber 1%?57

A ten (10) day course in newropsyol sbric ;smﬁe%&wr% vas sonduoted by
offioers of the 45th end 128t fweeiation Hosplials, ma{&mkiml;@, for all
personncl of the 628nd Clesring Vorpwny, begirming 26 April 1944, “ligrem
alder, the «am@w csfﬁwm earriod out further tralning end instrutions
for the enligbed mene | _

The sbove mentioned sebools and lnduotrinebion z':sée;.éw‘esﬁ sopbributed natew
rially to the functioning of the m:»w.mubaps;;éhia.%‘mm gervice of Firet Aray

under oebed eondibiong.

e

=

! o



Ge  In Yarch 1344, the Comanding Officcry 134th Yedioal Groupy ﬁ’iz@!ﬁi‘fﬁ%ﬁ
mquiéi‘aim for eguipmeint, in sxco:. of T8, requirsd for the operation
of the 882nd Cleariog Company #3 o .i‘.'imnimzzéwé { Eﬁﬁﬁ} bed "Hxbmugbion
Center®. Appreximately inety (90} repeent of thils excess equipment was
delivercd to the orgenisetion gricr o emberketion. The remaining do-
i‘iﬁi&wi@ were supplied sfter arrivol on the continewd.

Ca  OFEBATION. '

1e A totel of three snevropsychistyric seses were reported ns ewsoustod from -
LDy 40 U £ 3y fnolugives

8¢ The meuropsychletric serviees of ihe avamsa‘t:iaﬁ hospitals which operated
initielly follows
B ?m‘ 9igt Beesuetion Hespitel rouropsyohiatric servige exmzw\é on 18
Jupe (I £ 6) snd oloesd 82 June (D £ 18) - o totel of thirty-lour nourc-
peyohiatric cases were t;resv/md. \

b The 4lst Bynoustion Hospital nsuropsychistric service opensd 14 June

(0 £ 8) and closed 24 June (D £ 18) - & totsl of twenty-eight neuro-
peychiatrie m_éw wore treated. )

o« The 5th Evacumtion Hospital ve:«ived neuropsychistric patients on

16 Jure (0 £ 10} and closed ‘the mpurcpsychietric service on 38 June (I £ ez
having receiv ¢ av total of ninetywone g:w&i&%m« .

3. By DAT (13 Juze ) the mumber of neuropsychiatrie osgualties ocourring in

© the Utal sector had incressod to the point whero the
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During the pimmmgg period orl v oreration, slons wore

wrolesgional care of medicel and for the use of the Mediosl iebore-
tory. Professlonal woliciss  oro stablished snd confwrences were held by

o 3
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eveeouabion and somvalescent oo onls.  These
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e proe
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1+ The following teble presents the tobtel nunbers of veporiahle ilserses fop
the perisd up to &0 July W4d [Trom LTOVIA D Puarm 3100

Totnl Adwips]
Toted Diruns

Doty lte 500
O3 phdheria a
End e e ' 1%
deaslee &

38 botal)

fDorsan Heneleg . a
Senlngogosesl o 20
g . a

:x;wm&m% prisary o
Fregnamonisg wkyplsal 40
I*v;ma'ﬂwia ¢ BEomdery 4
Vv odgprlet Vover o
Sepbic Sore Thr
Te e, nll foros
7ingrtts Angine

Laripes s e ¢ &

Commnon Marrhce 15
egenbery, bacillary

Tysentery mﬂ, : i
Dymentety, uncls 26
Zemlaris 1574
Tepatitie, infectious 18
Hgratowconjunctivitis 1
Fhoumatic fever &

Sesbics .

e -
:» Ua e

Gonorvhon
- Byphilia
Ofher Venereel wiseasge

P fmt T2
3 pd gl
g o $9

30 HALARTA.

le By far, the largest oroble ,; cedieally, has been thet of the weatment of

L

nalaria sinee 3 af the srestest muwber of admissiong.

e reventive o Mret Vefe Army was sBill

' 1048

sheadily incrgesi s maber ol ases af

gl bheen oo

it ] E w3 v
and hed beon on upr thernny W

srpes of molaris thed oocurred a1l recurront as

nehbal eperation doon o bele olacc, 1t wes essentlel

o peduce the mumbor of nov ~bives Pron celoris.




sdvice of the ¥

Arays enm 1D lay

5 4 x

tioned sbove to plece all personcel with o Blstory of wmelaric in

oy

wwelve (12) months on atebrine e atabrine was to

e tmbkon in doges of obe-banth ar neal, cvery

Loz o apamy L

& June 54

23 June 147
30 June 231
T oJuly 270
14 Joly 253
21 July 280
28 July 319

‘Prom the above 1t will be vsen that, in remewsl, the incidonce of

1+

of the sropheles

LG Ureser

malaria increased during the gy

ngaguite ‘n the ares cooupled by Fired the quesblon of new coses

seourring in Sravce from our own resgervolr oame up lov conslderablon. Thig

cuestion wae fiscugsed with the Chisl of Srevenblve Yedisine, IT0004, and

%,}g: Chiefd Yedioel Consuliant, T4, Doth expreseed the avinion thaelt theps
& E £3 H

« M o

wug no danger of the spresd of omloria ln the part of FPranco concerneds

Yanetholess, 811 ¢ Boanlerie were coveensd and were pubt on atalrine

vhen reburned o Irewebization show b who

dev-loved maleria i wisrious replons and ¥

racorront anses. A

reporbod.  These aleo vroved to be

Lndividusls who had bog

wlieved that they tecssc srasitized

therawy «hile in suct

of the sbaby

but 413 not develon

Frane:, ~owever, undsr conbal arnd not on developed

the oliniesl diseasc. mpen ware truly resurrent.

o o4 L ReTes
gogurred ag thege ol dus

wore ordured put on atabrirco so

patient



rith oliniesl melerine Variosus ressans

wore piven by offlcer end enllob 0 tlents for neb taling the durge

7 them sald atabrine wng s under cocbat conditilons wien sepe

arated fron their units. Obhars oo ioobed o Hiw

apresd with thom snd caused vario o rmploasnct gyapboms snd, therefore, they

Tnn bhere wourld hwve been fow resurrert

R
,.‘zq,. o8

ovided with atabrise

cases hed all perionnel w laria veon

indoctrinated wit' nesessity of daring 1t.

Telaris e Sou, the evacustion pelicy booese ten 110)

e ard teep in the army arss as any

fo

i y o Y
virided dnbo two (2] groupsg

snd corplicated. Yomplicsbed cmoeo of wvalaris worc defined ap:

{15 Tatilents with sercbral zolarisd.
‘et a Pk .
(g} 3 (8 or ore relanses wh 3¢ BNV

Peps Lot
allure 4o regain soougbe
“’Wa;ﬁ'?;a“h anenis

Caneral lowering of resizfence and phys’eel stabus

ALl patierds with cooplicstod 'wlsrle were treabed wntil transportsle

and then evsouated. Sim wnaongligated eezes were 1nitiallyv trested in

the eveovation hogoitale in conlor ity with Clr-uler Letier Toe 78, 00lice

Ty . T8y

af e Yhief “urpgon, EU7, Tile TIT, dated 20 Nmy 1544,
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tal and later d

Troat

wdloal

Y

wl twe weeke of guinds

corplicatos
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£ oorab] The neriod of contagiae was
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tasr the nine {(3) eases of diphtheria

8. Diphtheria - It ia

s lengis all had nembranes in their throst

reporbed wero diphtheris. -

but essars and eultures wore » iva for Os Uiphtheriss All were trested

with enti-torin and evecusted.
be A1 of the twenby {20} cexcr o seningococcus meningitis recoverced, The

o

necegsity for immediate troat

hointrevenous sodlum sulfadoszine in
full dosape and the use of sevlcilllia in severc inflections wes siressed.

{2 e rooovery of all of these oasod.

Thege factors were regn

robles. Patients were treated and cone

. thmps comsituted a wver - o

agicus only asg Loy o wer: fobrile sod had swelling of the

=3

sidered cown

gsalivary glands.
de Searlet fever wue trested wit' sulfadliszine and peniclllin when neceseary.

s recovered witooeut compl cabtlons.

The incidence was low and 211 st

ge The gastro-intesti sl sroun of Ciseascs occourred in very small n

The five {5) ecases of vacillery t.roubery were of the Sonne types IThe one
{1} ea.e of smebic dysenbery .me o roeurrence of the disesse moguired elsce
whers.

fo During the periocd of the report, only eighbteen (18) eases of Infectlous

hepatitis cccurred, & surpri aaall nubor.

3

(N

ge The few cases of primery puenconis (25 casew) were trested with sullee
dimzine and, when severe, with penisiliic ss well. The results were unl-

formly goode
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'i - DENTAL

s

With & very fow uxoeriii, r11 undts departed (rom the &a&tﬁh&l“ﬁiﬁg

k]

Apes wibh fuil Ptoof Jdmlel officorss  The vecanoles existlog were

ghortly Hlled alb v eorive? 0w ido in Frances Mogh of the dentsl officers

mmw:ies(ﬁ their ualis Lenditg.  Denbel officevs in the sosbat sons

wore aessigned to dld and ing ctetlons, rendering emergensy dental trest.
ment, and, in ndditic , sebod avitiliary mediesl officers« Some regiments
hed one dembel officer in the cunbes smaa; utilizing the other iIn the reer.
CALY the Slvizion Denbel fopgeons of the Pirst UeBa Army ware snergetie,
hard worker: wod Yo oored ¢ sl BEYVicge ‘mis was siso trus of the .
denbal personncl, Doth offigerr ard cnlisted men, ascigned to the divisions.
They set up tholir portavle dentml laborstories in reesr schelous ‘ur in elears
ing shations. Sone were made :wml&flfié through the ingenuity of he Divieion
Dembel Burpesn, wud oler trying tonditionsy di&\'e:. renarkable smount of work ‘
in sccomplishlog fhe reveir o O congiruetion of broken end lost demtal
pregthesis. Yo opor te Uroge loooratories, dentsl officers and men had to
be withdrews fron the units thoy sdro serving. »
Dental officers aud enl oiel men with some smeller unlits were used in
gapaolties M;hé.r’ thou teklug esye of the deptel needs of the gommand end did
not rendsyr the deulal repvice thet bthey should fmwﬁ This was ‘empaei&lly
true where the /0 4id not esll for o medionl gi‘fiwm
The Orel Burgeons with the svemblon ho&pii:eia were well trained snd
profegeionally cualilied es =uoliy and rendered a gupsrior service, acting
ag an sesistert to Tlastic Yurg o in maxillowfecisl ceses snd assuned full
charge of ell oo serteini. Lo strietly orel surgerye ALY thesge canes
errived 1o the Tnited irgdos aftor svacustion in exmeellent condition.
As field hwapitals were 1 ui1%med in Firet U, Aray, it was o wagte
of menepower to eve U.ec Seried ::ﬁf':z”imrs aseigned to sach hospitals There
was no dentel service since 1lobe wnlte were used ss surgicel hmsg}itals
adjs&am to diviglon clowrivg gimbicss for operation of nonstransporteble
wonndeds Mooy of “ore dovie’ ofMeers were ubllized on temporery duty

stobus for dentel word n ocher wiltge

- B0



Tho obile lental Leboratorics, three in muober, case over with the

4th Convalegoent Lospitals &

e vl no essigned personnel and the unite
Dmdtloncd until arrivel of the Amx Dentel stzrgem, with such persomel ag

tha genlor dental offficar of tw 2ih Comveldscent Hoepitel could assign.

Pram urite that were atieched to thel hospitels Four (8) derdal officers
wors assigred on temporsrs July slstus Lfrom the 154th Hodicsl Groupe Do

" onoslpgned persontel, were also borrowed

Hobile lental lebhorstorims, i
‘Pros Third T.9, Apmyre Persow el for Moblile Dental Laboratoriesn, three offi-
cers and nine enlisted men, woro prosured by revuisition on Headguarters
duropean Thowter of OUpeveilons, ond reported the latter port of July.

The 4th Comveloscant Hlognite]l was used ag o Dentel Centers Of‘fiueﬁia

sud enlieted nmen were asslmed on o temporayy duty sbtatus o esre {or both

patients snd sulpstiontiss AU no tLn wes there sufficient dentel personrel
Mi{ii{,&;mci t ake onre af tho bucklor. The T/0 for the 4th Convelescent '
Hoapitel only enlls for four (4) dentel officers and there should be a come
vhote dondal service geb ‘u}::, but it seanot be dome with four (¢) dentel |
officere. & preed nszmvmu:ez af denbtal work msy be sccomplished in this type
aof unit m\a pedtents gobeduled Tor sarly return to duby w:‘».’lsbin’ the armye
fupplice and equipnent were ~doguete md sufficient on the vhole.

Reguigitions thet wore book ordered were £illed shortly sfter arrivel.
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CROTION NIl . O IREAL DIARARE

Ao Gemerel.

1; The verarenl diseare vate of the Virgh US Army for the month of Juttarg. m@,
weg b pa? thousand ser annune  The dotal mmahar'&f venerael disease cesos
wps two bundred end nineky-four (304}, of w&zeﬁ'ﬂfﬁgwg;m {sa) m ey
syphifisg bwo hundred and twenty-: ina (289) W rondryheay and nine (9)
ohamerolds Two lny dred and seventy-five (278) of the total nuber of cases
were L0 whibe trogpe and gipwleon (1%} were in aclored trovpae The total
msber of days logt Dres duly wes 1,968 A& larce percentage of the new cupes
seourring in Prence wore eoutreot: o while in the United ngﬁammmt gymptome
did wet aspesy unbll the petdent crrived on the conbinente

2 The venerénl rebe for Lhe méﬂ'ﬁ;&s of July, 1944, wag 462 per thousend per ensume
e botel wadber of oases wee one bondred and four Ciﬁé} .ﬁﬁf whioh Gwenby=
sovgn (27) weve mew ayphilisy scverty=five. (756) new gonmorrieas and tw (2)
wers chenarolds The dokel numbor of -daye lost from duby wes ﬁhm& mdred
and elghty-five (325}, Fleven (11) of the total ou ber of cases were in
aolared troops. ‘

B %&w‘ ke

le The grest mejority of patients with gonerrhes have been trested on & duty
‘status, with sulfediniine. Peler to 25 June 1944, mﬁ&wﬁa with sulfonamide
registant gonorrhen wire admlbled to ovacuation %@@imiﬁ for dlegnogis and '/
trontasnts Afteyr B June, the dth Coovelosoent Pospltal recélved all veue
ereal capefe. A total desspm of 100,000 wnite of peniclllin wes adninletered
inbremugculsrly to sash patient with gg;cﬁmwl‘mé‘ Aporexivately one hundred

ond pizteen (116) putlents wewe 7iven = totel of 11,800,000 wmite of penl

oillin. Two (2) mt‘»i&mz‘fﬁ;& who (niled to pespond o penielllin thereny weve
evaoustod %o the Undted Kimgder for further trostmente Hoblk of these patients
had previcusly recelved penicillin lu the United ¥ingdom %&r Eonorrhien oot
traoted in thebt country. There were no trestment me}mmfg from the durgs

2. Potients with serly syphllis were rliso disgnosed snd treated in eveoumtd
hoepitals snd, sfber 22 June, in the 4th Gmw&lwmﬁ% Hooritals In am@g@},'i&mw

with Uireular Lebter Ho. 86, O000isc of the Chief Surgoon, Furopesn Thester of

-5 -
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Operations, 1rited SHd¥eE Wy, daied 2§ June 1944, sach paticnt recsived
total dosege of £,400,000 unite of ponieillin wﬁ%ﬁ'ﬂi&m& inbromasoulsrly,
with 40,000 unite beine gloen overy three (3) Hours for o tobsl of sixby (60}

doscgae  lie suditional thepap

ivens  Bighty-eight (88) patients with
garly syphilis complebed pemleillis therapy, heving recelved & mmi dosnge
of 196,000,000 unitss  Shere wore no tram@m% resotions from the druge
luctio lesions cowplebsly epitheliclize in B-8 devs sud beowms derk fleld
wagabive fn lE-14 hoore. .
i muséé:'éﬁ disemso sootion of ta 3¢h Yonveleseent Hospitel wee placed in
Wm%;;xm o 20 Juwve 1004.  The bas o seeblom of the 10th Medieel beboratory
wag eglabliched adiement to “::h’ium neo ion which pernitbed swears, dericfield
smaminetions i gerolopioel torts to be performed expeditiounly. Febients
with sultformeidemrenicbent g;mm:wfimz had an &wﬁﬁgfe hospltelization pericd
of three (5) duys ::a;m!!“: those with aerly sypbilis were hospitelizcd for 8.9

dayhie

G Preveutive Jemsuves

1

Prophylmctis stabions for aruwy troo s wers estebllished in the failwix;g
wmﬁs: Isigay, OSrendesmpe, Treviere:, Cherbourg (3 s:mﬁimazs}. Belleray
{Cperated by V Corpe), Leifne {vporrled by ¥ %ﬂm?, Cerberet, Sarneville.
Tﬁa&vg&x a;nv bowms were off linits, viebtlons weve sot up in bowns whenever
1t wag thought thet the el 1lims vecerenl disesse situation neoeneliteted

& station for the Waﬂt@aﬁimﬁ. off statlie personsel end stragslers. Yechanw
ical and chamioel prophylactics were mede evallsble ab esch propihylestio
gbation. A1l dispensuries had prophylsctic stationse

8izky (60} vennpreal dlsesse ‘:mmwm]ﬂ‘ aatbo Mggm wore posted on verious
roudwnys oubalde of tomne in the iy ares.

E’%zﬂ:,um was mnde of off lmim autbority in relation to houses of progbie
tutine Up to the end of the perinc under review, the only brothels found
in operstion in Plrat US Awmy terrilory were in Cherbourge | A1l wore placed
off limits to all nilitery porsomnsl end i‘:}_:&it; wag enforoed by posting off
1imit elgns en the houses end shalivning milibery police st sl eubrances

@& the brothels.

- B3 .
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During the peried of this report, ichtesn (18} cases of veneresl disesse

wore coutyscted in Franses The wjority of these were interviewed by the

Apmy Vemeveal Uivesepe Coutrol o licor in order to obtein pertlnent date
. 5&_3‘%@&2’@ to the swres of imfection. Bpidendolugicsl m&;@&m o :
_ sultod in tree (5) progbitutes eing found and {nterned for exeminstion:
&ﬂd trontavet. -

B¢ An attenpt was wade to learn Uhe voicresl dlscasc probleme prevailing in
the various locelities i the wry rres. She Civil Affeirs officers of
all town detmchments wore conboctod. A 1let of nemes, sddressos snd

- plotures of mnmf guepootod and rorlctered prostituios wﬁw ohtained and
filed ab the Voneresl Dipease Fool on of the 4th Convelescent Hospitale

. Thie information was ueed to holp lhe infected soldler fwrnish sufficleut
dake to Grage the pource of combacth. Freneh \,wm@ wore interviewsd in
order o agoerboin the olvilien vonores) discece ssi:tmﬁ:mu The Publie
Hoalth Officer in the Army Uivll Alffaire 0ffice elso geve his full cow
@g&eﬁmﬁiw i this regord.

G« ?mmm; wieife to variouvs towmy wore made with the viee mﬁml of floer
af the Svmy Provest Nerghalfs Offfcc.

Te 4n arvengement wes mede with $he Arny Cusrtermaster to iseus meehsnicsl
. . und chemfoal prophylactics st Clnge | rellbeeds on o Wlar' nllowanog,.
De &%:w » .

1o The trostment of veneresl dissase hws resshed & point where the patient
is oured in s minimus of tiue. Tallive onges sre prastionlly noneexistert.
Patienta with syphilis wnder pﬁﬂ&m:wim thevapy do uot get resetions ap
aften ss oeours with the uee of wmmimﬁm

2s The vemersel digesse ratc wes mush lower then expected. This wes probebly
due to the following factors in ordor of lmportonces
(1) The tacticel situation.
{2) A1 towns were off Ilimits.
{3} Oivllfans wore sosrce An avens coowpied by troops.
(4) Chemical eud nechanical prophrlnctis materisl was readily svailsble.

(8} EBduostion in regard wo personnl protection.

Bl -



SECTION viiT~ SURGICAL

4., Orgenizstion and professicnal lolicies,

1. In the organization of the ‘urpical Service of the First United States frmy,

B3

full advantage was tuken of evnerience geined by units and individuals.that

had served in the African and Jicilsan campalgns, & careful study of Worth

African Theatre of Operations, Urited States Army, directives, and informe
ation secured by a visit of the xecutive Officer, Army Surgeonts Office,

to the Italiwn Theater, were voluable guides in farénlatimg the professional
policiss, '

The prineiplse of trastment, surgical prccadﬁres, and technigques prescribed
or recomuendad wers incor-orsted in the Henual of Therapy ET0, 5 Way 19%k.
Each medical unit was anuirped and staffed for itsrdaaigned funetion in re-.
lation te the basic policy that only primary aid would be rendered by aid
stations, colleeting comparizs, and clearing stations with definitive treat.
ment restricted to field snd evacuvtion hospitals. Exceptions to this gen-
eral policy were conbemplated =nd allowed for the landing phase of an

amphibious operation snd for operations of the airborne units,

B, lWanagement of Babttle Casualties During the Assault Phase,

l‘

tilider Landings.

a. The earliest supgieal trestmeont during the invesion was rendered by the
madical persommel of the alrborne medical companies and two surgical teams

from the 3rd Auxilisvy Surglcesl Croup who asceompanied the glider assault
wave of airborme opsrations, The uission was to establish aid stations on
the fields of the landing wone and Lo set up en operating room for major
surgical procedures. A regport of the activities of one of these teams re--
veals that the aid sbatioms were in Operabian by H# 1, and that the oper-

sting room was functloming by Y # 3.
b. The experiences of these surgic.l tesms demonstrate that it is possible

and advissble for surgleal tmans Lo accompany sn assault wave of an air-
borne operation. By this mesns, "icilities for major surgery are provided

at the esriiest hour and maintsirei until casualtles can Dbs evacuabed through
routine channels,

Beach landings.

a., Eighteen (18) gurgical teand ~ccompanied the medical battalions of the

Engineer Special Brigades on the beach landings. They'assfstéd‘tﬁé battalion:



medical persomnel in rendering primary aid to casuslties until the beach was
eleared of wounded; established and operaﬁed aid stations; and ga?a defin-
itive surgical trestment to non-transportable ecases after operating rooms had
been set up in tents. The first surgicsl teams arrived on the beach at vare
i&&a times from B £ & hours to D £ 1 (7 June),
b. The first major operation was performed at approximately H £ 10 hours
on Utah Beach, On Omaha Beach, major definitive surgery wse not begun unbil
D £ 1, By the afterncon of I' £ 2, definitive surgery was being dome exien
sively on both beschss, The following tables show the number and disposition
of the cases handled by two surgical teams snd the medical personnel of
Company C of the 26lst dedicsl Batvalion:

) DESPOSITION OF CASES

June § June7 June 8 June 9 Total
Total treated 155 P11 b6 485 1757
Returned to duty X 3 1 0 5
Transferred ] 1 ] Q 12
Evacuated 38 596 343 382 1495
Died 11 27 4] o] 38

Go All available surglcal tesms continued to operate in clearing stations
ﬁntil operating facilities were pv-ilable in field hospitals,

vd.' La a test, definitive surgery .us ordered for all admissions to one Col-
lecto-Clearing compsny until it became apparent that the number of casual-
ties beling received sach tw@ﬂty«ﬁmmr {24} hours sontinued to exceed the
capaeity of the operating room.

e, In genergl, garly surgiesal onre of casualties on the beach was governed
by the taetical situation. Adetuate operating room and hospital facilities
were provided as soon 28 enemy resistance permitted the landing of personnel

and eculpment and the selection of a site for hospitals, Adequate post.
operstive care was difficult uwsbtil hospitals were established.

f. In future operations, it would seem advisable that the surgical csre of
'b&tble casualties during the first Lwenty-four hours to forty-eight hours

of an amphibious operation should Le restricted to the preparation of

patients for evacustion., Mo aldbumphb should be made to render definitive
treatment to eny patient who can, by primary ald measures, be rendered

transportable,

Surgery in Field Hospitals.

1. As soon as field hospitals were enteblished, msjor surgic:l procedures wera

discontinued in the clearing stablops of the amphibious hattalions, This shif¥
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4o

of definitive supgory ceevrr ¢ oo D £ & with the exception thet one (1)
szgia&l tewn remeined ot the holding unit on cech beach. Those two teems
sonbinved to am&aizss on peticote arelving in holding wnite who hed developed
mpiic&m‘mm end on cesueli ée ocourring on the besch arsa.

The arpival of the murses on o £ 4 snd U £ 5 afforded & welcome conbribution

to the efficiensy of the.e-erst ng room as well as to the ocuelity of poste

awméiva CarG.

At fivet, £icld hesoitals Dnobtionsd oe evnouation hospitels ixxfsh&m}_ off
receiving ~rd treating mmly the sonetrensporteble coses. ' ,

The bulk of non-tren.porisbl: cancs &;}m;:i;s%d M“‘a?céum:‘zm&. thoracoabdoninel
god pajor chest injuries. lnelranerorteble petlents with ewbtremity wounds

S

were coup ratively few and oo

riged only those with multiple or extensive
wounds sasocleted with profownd cheet or setlve blceding which <id not
regpond Yo such shool ocantrol o sewpes as the slearing stations could proe
videe

The employment of field boupital: in seperate hespitsllization miﬁ;é,(plamam)
gited adjmeent to division cleonring steblons and moving with the e¢lesring
statlons provided early end cdaguste care for nonetransportéble ceses s0
long a8 only twoe platoons were scbive. When all y't:hr@@ g&awm of & field
hospitel were active at the swie bime or when & division moved forward mo
mpi&lj that & change of sbatlnx :amﬁ;mci every few daye, the syste broke
down beoause professional sare asd housekeeping persousel and equimﬁt
had o be left behind esch time to care for Uhe nooeirensporisble pogte
opersbive paticnte, The ssalyied persomel of n field hospltal is muier-
icelly Inedeguate when the hoerital is funotioning in pletoons and the

4

personnel s working on w tw L

e aour shift of duby. At lesst two sdditlonal
offleers and Iowr eudition l murses sor hoppltellissvion unit should be added
o the T/0.

fmperienced surglcal temus frov susilisry groups provided the professiomml
care of ?g%iezz'&;; in field horpitals. The Dollowlns stabtistienl report

sheve the e’ er and byne of wounds troabed by one generel surpsicsl teem

when sttoched to sn asphidiovs bebitalion, o field hospital and en evac- .

uneblon hus;}i‘mla

- -



ABD. - OMEST  IYIREM  ROFD

Y & UATE PRTTINT CIOURDE WOUNDS  wWolnDe  Triaenm
26let ?a%é(} ?313, oA ( Se-‘iﬁ_alum;} Bt ylﬁ & ‘ 1‘& g ?J‘
420 Fo Hey 166 PI6 (20250 Juse) 101 2 32 65 7
1284h Evae ﬁas;; {1888 Juns) a7 g 8 77 2
o  Tetale - zsp 86 @ W 9
B " ‘me 'm&w of the £ield nespitel wher ubilized o enve for nmnﬁrﬁmp@%k

gages is more definitely Pecognisct when an ewesuation hospitel 1z ia éwr-

stion without o Ifeld hoepitel botwon it and the divieion olearing station.

Be

Under theee conditions, the evecurilon hosgplital reovelives mn«-ﬁgmpaﬂ'ﬁﬁl@
ouser im much pushers that 14 lo veodle to give definitive treatmout o 6
large nuber of casusities unbil ihi time consuwaing ebdominel and chest
enses have recelved delinitive Lropitent.

The poliey of eiting platoans o0 flcid hospitals clese to the front lines
and ndlacent bo the divleton slearing aﬁwmm iz to be commended snd |
should be soudimieds It goved neny Lives sinee s#wr@ly wounded patients
waum_ﬁaf: wﬂmv transcartation to the reers The mortality rate for sur-
gery in £ield hoepitals will be highor when the hospital is close to the
front line in view of the faot thnt cases are admitted who would heve died

enroute to & hospitel Harther to the resrs

Do Surpery in Bvasustion Houpitals.

1.

-

Beaounbion ‘hﬂs{;iﬁlfs were sified well foresrd and when soved to new locations,
wore et up ae close to the frent line: as sefety would mmm Cotim
pequently, battle vasumltice resched eveevation hospitele in mr?smgly
ghort time after being wounded. fur emmuple, ons hospitel received casuple
tlos on the tumrag& of foup (4) bours aftet injury for o pericd of ten (10)

deyse During the eume peried, 3 of the surglos] ceges admitied to this

‘horpitel were on the cxpem@:iz"sg s in the frst twenty (20) hours sfboy

adnission.

"l‘m; oubstanding problem of supper; 0 evseusbion %zqﬁ;xwa&a wae the gize of
the "surgical backlog™ f.e., the 1 ber of ceses ewnibing operstion. On
the besch and subsequently during aacht drive it was nob uncotmon FOr OVACUs
stion hospitels te have 200, ccenclennlly 300, ceses swmiting surgery. This
gituetion was net bzf the edditdon of surgiesl '&a@mb from suxilisry surgical

groupe end werd officers sud rvrsus [rom other hospitals. Hobile surgionl
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H. Penicillin.

1ls

Zs

Penieillin
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o the directions iagorparated

t Yy -
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w1
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A, Persomnel,

1. Of the nine Veterinary officers still remsining with units of this command,
seven were brought into Prance st the begimning of operations, Officers
with the 82nd snd 101st Atrborne Divisions wers left in the United Kingdom.

B. Typs of Services Rendered. | '

1. Pood Inspection. |
a. During ‘the initial phases of operaticns, srmy Clase I dumps were estabe
lished at the Omaha and Utah Beaches. Only "C" and "K' rations were re-
ceived for issue to the hospitals. A considerable portion of the "25 in 1
supplement required overhauling due to damage sustained, This ration, cone
sisting largely of fruit julces snd cammed milk, was- not properly p&a&cd for
such an operstion, Later, "1 in 1" rations were received, followed by “B"
rations and finally by "A® ratlions.

b, As the troops pushed inland, truckheads wers established to supply troops
jin forward aress. Two Veterinwry (fficers and ﬁiu enlisted men, MD VS, were
assigned to inspect supplies at arsy depets and truckhesds. Veterinary Offi-
osrs, with divisions, checked food supplies at their breakdown points, Lab-
aratory facilities were availabls at the 10bh Medical Field Laboratory for
cheoking questisnable supplien. In amum the sbove mentioned rations,
enemy food stores including fresh chilled beef, frosen pork sides, fresh
butter, cervelat .!byle sausage, ‘rosem fish fillets, and aylm& variety of
canned and dehydrated foods, wure maamrﬁ at Cherbourg. & mqié‘ubh
quentity of &hﬁae supplies were inspected by Veterinary Officers of this com-
mind end issued to troops. The belance was to be salvaged by Advance Section,
Communiocation Zane, who took ovesr imesdiately from army. They had no Veter-
inary Officer with them and the balanoce ai‘im perishable items wers allowed
"f” deteriorate. Some troops purchased catile to provide fresh mest for their
troeps, who wers rsther run down sfter the Cherbourg campalign was complsted,
These gcattle were slaughtered under the supervision of army Veberinary pers-
omnel. In sddition, some wounded iivestock hsd been salvaged for food m(lir
Veterinary inspection. The questicn of purchasing dairy products wes brought
up, bubt after a thorough mvestfhggmim, At was mmn&ad that no purchases



3.

a.

b.

Co

da

of such preoducts be made for the following reasons:

Cattle were not routinely tested for TB. Civilian authoritiss claimed
incidence of this dissase in cattls of the Normandy area to be very low,
but. stated that the incidence of Erucellosis (Disesse producing Undulant
Fever in men) to be very high, ’

ilk was not routinely pasteurized in ¢reameries or dairy plsnts, Only
cream to be used for bubter was so treated,

Eauipment in most dairy vlants inspected was found to be in a poor state
of repair.

Due to heavy trafflic on highways and lack of civillan transportation, only
about 25 - 30% of milk preduced on farms was being delivered to dairy plants,
The balance was ;;i'ocasaad inte butter and cheese on the farms under varying

sanitary conditions,

Civil Affalirs Work,

a,

Vetorinary Officers frequently wers requested by G5 3asctioms of this com-
mend to treat wounded civilian livestock. A large number of such snimsls
wore treated by our persomnel. Dus to the fact that good dairy cows were
valued at $§450 to £500 and good draft type horses valued up to about $1000,
this service was greatly spprecisted by owners of such livestock. Cur Vet
erinary Officers were handieapped im this work by lack of proper equipment.
Veterinary Chests Wo. 81 and 81 were set up during planning for this opera-
tion, but had not arrived on the continent by 1 Augusts The Army Veterina- -
rian assisted the G5 Section of this headquarters in precuring drugs, in-
struments, and biologicals required by civilian veterinarians to re-establish
their practices. In each case the veterinarian was investigated to determine
whether he was properly licensed by the French Bepublic before supplies were
furnished, To 1 August, there wers no cutbreaks of disesses such as Anthrax,
Blackleg, ete,, reported in loesl livestock. It was recommended to (-5 Sec-
tion, this headquarters, during pre-invasion planning period, that they in-
clude s Veterinary Subsection in their section. The recommendation was not
favorably considered by them. Ths G-5 Section of this Headquarters finally
requested the assignment of ome (1) Major, ¥C, one (1) Staff Sergeant, MD VS,

and one (1) Technician Fifth Craie, ¥MD V3.

Captured Livestock.

N |/):' -
I



8. It wes recommended Lo G-k and the Cuartermaster, this headquarters, that
all herses and oattls captured féem the enemy be concentrated in specified
areas for processing and identificabion before being released to eivilians
through Civil Jifﬁ&im town debachmenbs, |

ho Service for Army Sentry Dogs,

‘&, On 1 Avgust there wers a total of fi’w&ﬁ-—a&x Arny Sentry Doge asasigred to
units of this commend, Veterinary Officers inspected these dogs at free
quent intervals and uvnits with such snimals were informed where Veterinary
Officers could be contacted in case emergency treatment was required.  Arra-
ngemante were made with the Army Cuartermasster for bh«; issue of proper ra§£m3
for these dogs. Veterinary Officers with the Yth Alr Foree Service Commend
were very cooperative in providing service for units wdth Sentry Dogs located
near their installstions. Service was also ppovided by Yatarinsry Gfficers
of this commend for privalely owned end orgsnizstionsl mescots. A program
was started to vacolnste a1l such c‘g;:ga sgainst rabiea, All Sentry Dogs were
vascinated prior to their departure from the United Kingdom. '



SECTION XV o NURSING

Plagmning.

The threa monbhe previcus to & June 1944 was 3 peried of intensive traine

ing for First Army nurses. Thres ccﬁferene@a wsﬁ§ held to acquaint Chief

Hurges and opersting room supervisors with First. Army policies and dirsct.

ives, and the laportance of ade.u-te supplies and the necessity for tesch-

ing enlisted men,

1. Surplies: A mimgsogrnphed copy of the minimum ameunt of sterile sypplies
to be avallsble for initl:l operations was given to each operating super-
viaor. OUlasses for enlisbed nen ware held in each hospital, emphéﬁizing
starile technic and preparstion of sterile supplies, ' The 13th Fleld Hos-
pital was situstad close 4o the 9lst m§ﬁiaal Gas Trestment Battalion.
Thaese two organizations exch.nged persemnsl for instructional purposes.
The instructlion in nursing care and prepasratien of supplies received by
the 9let Medical Uas Treatiment Bsttalion was fully utilized as thia unit
funetloned as a communicsble aisﬁéaa hospital, N

2, rd ﬁﬁxiliary-ﬂurgical Group: The nurses of the 3rd Auxiliary Surgical
Group deveted their time o bhe field hospitals to which they were to be
uﬁtaahed} making suppliss, saewing, siding in the teaching of énlisﬁéd men
and in genersl, familiarizing themselves with this type of organisation.
The plan, devissd by the Chie! Nurse of the 3rd Awdlisry Suwrgical Group,
for thé utilis=tion of surgienl group nurses conbributed immessurably to
the efflcisnoy of First Army {ilsld hospitals. She determined, by perscnal
observation and examination, vileh nurses wera sualified operating super-
visors, These nurses, with three obhers, were placed in each plataaﬁ of
a flald hospital nd wers charged with the responsibility of the operating
room and centrsl supply room, thus permitbing the six fisld hospital plat-
oon nurses to be responsibls for patisnb eare, i

3. Fquipment: Conferences ware neld with the ETC Juartermsster snd the Army
dusrtermaster regarding clothing .nd purses supplies, In addition to the
noranl issue of nurses e;nﬁhin@, each nurse was issusd a combat jackebt

apd trousers, and one vpeir of ~réle overshoes, Haintenanee units of nurses



k.

5‘

clothing were set up to srrive with each specified number af’ norpal
troop maintenance units, Post exchange items such as Kleenex, powder,
wars provided for in the nrior planning, :
Courses of Instruction: Short mﬁeﬁ for selascted nurses ware given
in _maaehees&;ﬁ, oparating rocm, eentral supply, Eié.ld transfusion set,
z;avéesia, anc ﬁti% at gerernl :nd statien m@mam throughout the
United /gingém. One hundred and ;:inaty-one First Army nurses attended
these courses » N ‘
Parsonnel: Hespital conmanders were notified of the avkﬂ.ahility of
physically f£it and professionally cualified nurses to replace those in
the First Army unite not entiroly it for Pield duby, ALl together,
nineth-five nurses were re-liced. These replacements gave each evede
uation hospital z mindwun of one graduste n@'&a anssthetist and ten
gualifisd opérating roun nurszs. Those uw*s&a in First Army units who
did not wish field duky were siven an opportunity to request s transfer,

Kné*r«ing the diffisulty in obtaining nurse replacements in North
Afries and the inadecanty of field én& @vemmmicm hospitels in nursing
pergsonnel, perzission was re-mested from the Assistant Chief of Staff,
G-l, Pirst United Statew frmy, %o allow each unit one nurse over T/O
strength and also to have & posl of ten nurses in the army area., This
permission wss not granted, regdent confersnces were held #ii;h the'
First Army Adjutant Ceneral Classification Section, the Field Force Re-
vlacement System, aaz:‘i the Personnel Division of the O0ffice of the Chief
Surgeon, Furopean Thezter of Operatioms, to determine the mﬁ£ expadi-
tious method of obbaining nurse replucemsnts. 4 pool of fifteen nurses,
fﬁl).y souipped, and atbached Lo the Field Force Replacement System was
egtablishad abt » hospital in f??.m.ztmm’ Base Section. Tris pool functioned
sfficiently for wnits under sirength befors embarkastion to Prance, Howe
aver, it was not effechive for Lhe prompt replasssent of nurse personnel
in Prance,

By 1 June, tx'hra narger 1n First Army units were ready for duly in &
combat zons. The days spent In classes, physlocal conditioning, snd dry

runs ware to bring superitr results.



B. Qpem»a‘;&m.

1.

3.

L.

Arrival of Horses in France: AL 1530 hours on 10 June 19k4, the 45th Field
Hospital nurses and 128th Svacustion Hospital nurses arrived on Utsh Beach,
and at 1600 hours, nurses of the - nd Field Hospital and 9lst Evacustion
Hespitel srrived on the sume beach. Nurses of the 45th Field Hospital were
#&Q First Army nurses to do duty in France. ‘rne first nur#as té arrive on
Omsha Beach, those of the 5ist Fisld Hospital, disembarked 2300 hours, 11
June 1944, They walked from the beach to one of the hospital unitvs of the
51st Fleld Hoopitsl situated slongside am air 3t«rip on the pr(;mntory over-
looking tha_e g&asch. Mediosl officers apd spnlisted men in these field hospitsls
which had b-waun functioning since 9 June, were overjoyed to see their undb
purses. The technielans had bean doing superiué work. Nevertheless, ‘the

professional orderliness anpurent when nurses are present, was lacking and

it was only a few hours until these lield hospitals assumed the appearance

of efficiency and organizstlon ucted in a unit having mxfw personnel, These
field hospitals bad been functioning entirsly on sterile supplies prepared
and packed in the United Kingdom. The tise and effort devoted to this phase
of planning had paid dividends.

eém-ai..ng Ssrv;ice: The nurses wsre tireless m their efforts to provide essen~

tizl nursing care to such a lirpe number of casuslties, As the wards became

‘better organized snd the nurses becsme more accustomed to working under cone

st.a:ib snd ineressing pressure, nore nurslng csre was given. The nurses on
duty in the Céntml Supply foen (id a magnificent job. This department is
the pivot around which the eventusl efficiency of the operating room and
wards revolves. In no instende «id & central supply room fall short of the
mission it had to perform. The nurses exercised great ingenuity in ereating
and improvising e uipment to facilitate s more efficient servics,
Personnel: During the period from 7 June to 28 July, thirteen nurses were
lost to the army through iliness, The [irst replacements, eight in number,
arrived 14 July. The replacement system did function to the greatest effi-
ciency in so far as nursey wapre concerned.

Uniforme: The herringbone twili uniform Qmwé to be a sstisfactary duty

wniform under sertain conditiors. It is too heavy to we:r in hot weather,



particularly i the operating rsom and central supply room., In thess de-

partmepts, the brown and whits seersucker oan be worn effectively., The

brown and wtzi‘.;e seersucker dress, howsver, because of the design, is tobtally

dmpractical for w:&x’d.duty in army units where cobs are used sxclusively,

?hé brewn and white seersucker alacks leave mmch bo be desirsd so far as the

professionzl appearsnce of the Army Nurse ls concerned and were therefore
not worn in the First United States Army.

The wearing of leggings presented snother problem., Hany ihstanc@s of
dermatitis, provoked varicositiss, and swelling of soft tissuss resulted
from the constant wearing of leggings. A regusst wsg submitied and approved
for obtaining British type lezgings. Eume& ocomplained of the laek of sup-
pert in ths ‘wouen's fiald shoes, Most of the nurses preferred the Hunson
last fleld shoe for support and comfort. Paratrooper boots were made avail-
sble, but because of the men's size tariflf, many nurses were unable to ba‘
fitted in this type shos.

There still remains much to be desired in so far as an appropriste and
prastical fleld wniform for nurses is concerned, The nurse in a fileld army
kas ne sultable uniform to wear flor aray&hizxg but duty hours, The woolen
babtle dress with slacks would £111 a long felt end much needed re uirement.,

5. Return of German Nurses: On 2 July, nine (9) German nurses arrived at the
45tk Fvacuation Hespital, These nurses véere te be returned to the German
lines, ‘They did not know until after their arrivel at this hoespital they
were to be returned. Weedless to say, they were overjoyed. These nurses
wers wall fad bub were not in complete uniform. However, their clothing
wss of good jwality., 411 wore the Nazi Hibbon for msritorious servics which
they very proudly displayed, ' -

The Commanding Officer escorted the nurses through the hospital. They
had an oopportunity to observe supplies and ﬁquipmnt and talk to Gersan
ﬁahienm -nd prisoners., They were most curlous about the care snd treéﬁm@ﬁt
given German oatients and prisoners ia England, They also expressed amaze-
ment st the size and smount mf' squipment and aépplias.

Afteor saeing the hospitsl, the nurses were tf&mpartad in 2 closed

ambulance to Balleroy. Here, there was a wait of approximately two (2) hours



while final arrangements wer: beiny made with the German officers to whom
they wers to be returned, At - nroximetely 1800 hours they were taken

through the lines at Caumont,

C. Hemarks,

1,

2.
3.

Too much emphasis cannot be placed upon the insufficiency of nurse perscnnel
in field snd evacustion hospibnals, First Army fleld hospitals atisined their
effactiveness and efficiensy throush the judicious placement of 3rd huxiliery
Surgical Group nurses, It would have been 2 physicél-imsossibility for

nurses of the fiald hosnitals to tope with the operative patisnt load carried
by these units. As the fiald rospital was employesd by the First. irmy, sach
platoon should have had fourteen (14) nurses. Ths four hundred bed svacuation
hosnital should have had # rurse strength of fifty-eight in order that nurses
should not h?va been required to do duby for more than eight (8) consecutive
hours, The seven hundred snd fifty (750) bed evacuation hospital should have
had seventy-five (75) nurses [or the efficisnt ;nd ade ;uste mansgement of the
nuraing services, There should have been nurse personnel in the Army convae
lescent hosoital fet»s&p&rﬁisory SUrpeSses,

The woolen battle dress should be made available for Army nurses in the field,
Rurse replacements in fi@ld and evacoation hospitals should be furnished with-

in twenty-four to forty-eight hours,
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SECTION XVY - PERSONNEL

(eneral.

1.

3.

L.

5.

All First US Army medical units, with few exceptions, arrived on the con-
tinent at T/0 strength. However, by 22 June, it was néeessary to request
forty~six Medical Corps replacements, These replacements were obtained
from Communications Zone station and general hospitals and Replacement
Battalions in the United Kingdom. The first of these replacements com—
meneced to zrrive on the continent on 2k June, fbféy-eight houre after the
requisition was submitted, and continued to arrive until the 30th of Jﬁge.
Upon arrival on the continent, these replacements were reassigned to corps
and by corps to divisions. ‘

On 15 July, & tour of divisions nd corps revealed a shortage of twenty-
eight Qedical Corps officers, Inasmuch as no réplacements wers available,
each 400 bed evacuation hospital was asked to &asignaﬁ& two Hedical Corps
officers to be reassigned to divisions; the 750 bed evacuation hospital was
asked to designute four Medicsal Corps officers for reassigmment. The re-
placement of these officers was offected within twenty-four hours, trans-
portation being furnishaﬁ.by Division Surgeons, . y
A request for forbyaéeven Hedical Corps officer replacements was submitted
on 20 July, togsther with 2 request for the ‘establishment of s pool of one
hundred Yedical Corps officers., This requisition for forty-seven replace~
ments was reduced to thirty-nine. As of 31 July 1944, these replacements
had still not arrived, The requast for the pool of 100 Medical Corps offi-
cers was disapproved,

Pivision Surgeons were requested to furnish this office the names of Me=dical
Corps officers who had been subjucted to prolonged periocds of combat duty,
apd who, although not yet clsssed as combat exhaustion cases, had shown syme
ptoms of combat exhaustion, These offiaersrwars reassigned to the evace
uation hospitals and without exeszption respended well.

During the period, forty.nine Medical Administrative Corps officer replace-
ments arrived on the continent for the First US Army. Under the provisions
of WD Circular No. 99, as amended by WD Circular No. 108, these M.A.C., offi-

cers were reassigned to units to replace Medical Corps officers who had been



performing sdministrstive duties. This procedure relieved Medical Corps
officers for further reaésignment« » and relieved to some extent the ahért--
age of Medicsl Corps officers .' X ' ‘

The problem of providi:;g replacements through the rormal replacement system
proved to be énbimiy' unb&hi&fwtm*y. Required Medical Corps officers were
not in replacement battalions anci depots, and the peried of time necessary
for forwarding rgquiaiki.am to the United Kingdom mude it impracticable to

depend upon this source.
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SECMBNIVTT - STATISTICS

General.

1.

This seotion of the report is intended primsrily to provide factual and
quaa&itabim data regarding the nedicsl phase of operations of the First
US Army in the inﬁaa@&d of Northwestern Europe from D-Day to B/ 58 (6 June

 thru 31 July 1944). Tabular and graphic materisl are included which pro-

vide information as o the nmumber and rates of battle casualties, the in-
cidence of disesse and nom-botile injuries, the numbers and propertion of
combst exhsustion cases, evacu.tions to the United Kingdom, admissione and
dispositions reported by First US Army medical inatallatima,‘bed-smtua of
Army hospitals and so forth, ‘

In First US Army the approach to the problem of sscuring aéapleha, accurate,
and prompt medicsl reports was bosed on a two-fold abjéeﬁivag ﬁ:-;(s, to se-
cure daily and with the sbsolute minimum of delay the essentlal facts regard-

ing the current medicil situation which were needed to éffect the most effi-

cient dispositicn and employnent of medical unite and pérsomnal und thereby

to provide the best possible care and treatment of the sick and wounded of
this command; second, to insure that the more detailed and comprehensive re-
ports covering longer periods of time were received, consolidated, tabulated,
and analysed in order that all of the factors which comprise the medicsl sit-
uation could be seen in their proper perspective and proportion and could be
vsed for long renge planning of suseeeding phases of the campaign end of sub-
gaquent eampai.gns.' “

As may bex seen from the foregoing, the prizary concern was for the operationsl
rether than the historieal aspect of medical m,%mrtmg, but it waafé‘lt that
in so placing the emphasis both purposes wers really served, The historical
validity of military mediesl stutlistles lies in their future sctual and po~

tential military usefulness.

Plsnning.

1.

Muring the months in fngland preceding the operationzl phase of this campaign, .

extensive and detailed plans ware sude and a program of training and femiliar-
izabion Por records personnel wnn devised and carried out. 8ince the reporte

and records required by Wer Depurtment end Theater directives and by Army



c.

. Hegulations do not fully s.iisly the requlresents of a field army under com-

bat conditions, report: to fill t'is need were designed. A1l informaticn
available regarding e periences in the North African, Sicilian, and Italian
oparations was gbbained, ‘Tter Jue consideration three new report forms were
proposed and ware anproved by the ([7ice of the Chiefl Surgeon, European Thea-
ter of Qperstiong, in facl thess =upa réporta: The Combat Hedical Statistioal

Revort (FTOUSA ¥D Form 323), the Dsily Admission and Disposition Report (ETOUSA

MD Porm 3248) and $he Monthly Classileation eof ﬂaunéad feport have since been
sdopted for use by the other Armiss aperating in this Thester., Meetings and
sonferences were held ut which porsonmel from the Division Surgeons' (ffices
and Registrars! Offices of the ro.-itals and other medicsl installations were
infermed and iaetrusted in the rlans, poliéies,Aand detailed procedures of
mﬂdicél reporting in the forth-coming aperabian.' The fact that this was tizme
and effort well spent wns demorstr-ted in the comparative smoothness with which
the reporting syatam funetizned during the difficult psriod of the inftisl phase
of the invasion.

Oparations,

1. It was deoided that & oart of the Stabisticael Section of the Army Surgeon's

Office should land on T 7 1 to in urs that in the criticsl days of initial
operstion of the combul rerorting system, supsrvision would ba available and
a scures of informstion would be i hamd to snewer the inevitable questions
that would arise when new re-orts vere being submitied under somewhat strange
and diffieult conditiond, It i- felb that this decision was & sound one for
although the statistiesl group did nob actuslly come sshore until D £ 2, the
work that.was done in the flr:t O+ days in carrabhing'erranaaus procedures,
explaining Ghe ressons lor vertnin oractices and establishi g a close lisison
with the persons responsivle for the preparation of the reports undoubtedly
saved meny weeks of corraspondence -md contacts which would have been required
to begin at a later dute to solve iﬁ@ problems that could not have been [oree-
seen and to secure corrections or rapotts made necasaéry oy minor misconcepte

ions so sasily correcied.when cwught oarly.

I, Tables and Charts,

The tables and charts sonteined ir Appendices 5-34 inclusivey have besen pra-

pared to show the importent facts and situations relative to the medico-



military experiences in this ¢ oiion for the pericd covered by Lh'.s report



A atvﬁy of Mm foregoing sastions ﬁbﬁ“ the probless arizing within m
vamua subsections of the Burgecn's 0ffice and the means by whidh these paeabhu
have. been solved, :

 1In general, it is felt tht he plsnning for the operstion "NEPTUNE™ was
basioally sound. Recommended chungeu for fubure operations have been included
in the appropriate sections,

Ageinm in this operaticn, 2 in previous landing apQrations, the Medical
Battalion, Engineer Special Brigade, proved to be sn sssentisl part of the task
force, This unit, sugmented with surgical teams and sertain items of squipment
# shown in the supply section, 1» aspable of receiving asll casualties from the
combat troops, preparing such casualbiecs for evmeustion, holding and tresting
the non-transportables, and plasing evacusbles at the high water mark for evac-
uation. The organisation should have e lMing prierity just shead of the division
clearing station and should be lsnde€ rot later then H £ 3 or L hours,

Coabined tiaﬁning with the Savy Mediecal Department is & must., Too much m—-
not be said about the part which the Navy played in the early days of the lamﬁaz
ogemum.

The Divi&ﬁ.eﬁ Medical Service fupctioned normally., In times oi" even méra’
tely heavy @amltiu, there proved to bs an insufficient number of litter bearers
assigned to the infantry regiments,

'm Corps Medical Service funehionsd pormally.

Field hospitals, opersting in hospitalizstion sections, with surgicsl tesms
attached and augmented as shewn in the supply uea.tm, proved to ba an essential
component of the Army medical troops, The hospitalisstion units were used in the
imﬂiaes viceinity of division clsaring ststions and cared for the casuslties which
were not in condition to be transported to the evacustion hospital. This not only
saved the lives of many persons but aluc relieved the burden on the evacustion
hospitals,

. The 400 bsd evacuation hospital proved to be a very effisient unit. It is
felt, howsver, that it is grossly und-rstaffed in offivers, nurses, and enlisted
men. Fersonnel augmentation whenever Lhe hospital w‘sa in operation was necessary.

750 bed evacuation bospital funotioned well and is atill a fine orgeni-

sation during stable perieds,



* The Nedfeal Groups have the adventage over the old medicsl regiments of
_ greater flexibility, They functioned well,

Stm no planning graﬁp oan possible foresee all the problems whioh will -~
arise during the operatiocnal phaae, the nedical service must remain flexible at
&1l times, wi&h this in mind, no attempt has been made to present our solution
to problens as 4he solution, but as g solution under t.ha conditions encountered.
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2 - Bquipment Authorized in Exceas of T/% prior. to D-Dey,

3 » Hedical Maintenance Units Phased in for Automatic Shipments DwDay
through D # L. .

h - Bquipum ‘Authorized in Excess of T/E after n~my. .
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f
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furin; the later phases, as the Lines of evecustlon were greatly
lenglthened, 1%t was necessary o move hosoitals forward with greater speed than
had been called for previcusly. It was decided that, due to thelr greatey
mobility and becauss of the fewer casualiies belng engountered, the hospliale
jization wiits of £ield heepitsl could be saployed ag small evacusation hogpltals.
This declaion oroved of gresi valus.
2. The Empley.ent of Dvaguation Howpitels.

Threughout the peried, these hespltals wers utiliged as far fore
ward ag the tastied sltustlon would peruit. This was accomplished by the closing
of & hespital and clearing 1t of patients in oi'dm“ to ngve forweard. Sulficient
hospitals weve kept mobliles so that one wos always ava: lable to leap-frog & undt

i

that had sither been taxed to capaclty or, beecsuse of iLs great dlstence fram
@m advancing front, was no longer of preat vile te the forwerd troeps.

Hhen, dus bo the relative Lumowbility of evecuwatbion hes dtels, 1t
was no longer feasible to atbewpd to kewp pace with the eembal troops and the

£iald hoapltals wore being ubllizmed as wmunll evacuablen hosplials, the ewseusbicn

hospitels were employed as transfer polnts. Serving in this capeeliy, they
e &

;faamz»mm lesaenad the dis'ﬁ&r{m over wilah cosvalties had to be transporited in
one continuous move. After the paltlents were rested, wounds cered for, and
drassings applied, the gasualties were buvned over to the wnml of Advance
Section, Casandesations Zone, for further svacuation to general hospltals in
regy, or bo siregtrips for evacualilon.

Yollowing the brealthrou h 8t 8t. o, 7any of our hosplials had
large surpicd becklogs dus, in gread ssasure, Lo the large mwbers of llghtly
wourded essualties bDelng treated. This conditlen hsmgxsf@ﬁ thelr mobility and
thues, thelr usefulness to the mediedl sewvice., AL 2 conference altieded by Chier?
Hedical fficer, Supre.e Headquariers, Allled Ixpeditionsry Forcesy Suvgeon,
Advance Section, Commmlcations Zonep Swrpson, Firest United States jdrmyy Hxecutive
affiger, (ffice of the Surgeon, Mirst United States Armyy and (perations Offeer,
office of the Surgeom, Flrst United Stabtes Aramy, 1t was decided to esbablish the
7785 Bwacuation Hospliel, an Advence Sechion, Commnications Zone orpanizetion in
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the retr of Pirsl Unlted Hia

b 1igntly wounded, unoperated
cages, thus relieving the backlog
3. Handling of Special Tyoe Jupes.

The Ylst ledleal Gas Trowt.ent Battalion, which was designed for
ﬁm trestuent of geo cosualbles, was wlilized ag a‘ hogpital for the cers of
aspeeial types of @mm These cases interfere with the primary mission of an
evecuation hospital., After having been sumented with the necessary equipnent, it
was glven the mission of hendling the Uollowing:

Ze  Gentagicus disesben; zamleaa; (ersan meagles, muapg, chicken
pox, susrlet fever, and dysentery.

be Halaria: I6 was fouwnd upon Invesbtigaitlon thab all ceses wers
recurrant in nature and had been contyacted during the campaligns in North Afvica,
8leily, and Italy, or durlng saneuvers in the s,fmr;nl‘xiam saction of the United States.
The great sajority of these cases bad not been conplylng with recent dirsetives
for the baking of atabrdine for suppressive therapy. This was dus to various
ressons: not available, did not ldke ib, and 4id not sgree with them.

. Pmburn to dubly ceseo: zwré;z;_ renty were wade wibth Ow=l, Flrst
inlbed 8tates Arvmy, and the Replacenent [yetes, whereby all casses relurning fo
duty would be handled by bhe 91t Gas Treat.ent Babtel ion, Lith Convelsscent
Hogpital, and the G18%h and 628ud Clearing Companiss. This m&m@mmi& worked
well during the sarlier stages of the perdoed, bub ag the sovesents of combat unite
becane increasingly fagbter, ’ 1‘: fell into & sitage of disorgmnlsation. AV tlmes,
zediesl units were nol relleved of thelr dubty cases by the veplace ent sysben,

ds  Belf=-Inflicted Woundem: Patients suspected of having Inflicted
& wound upen themsalves for the purpese of sscaplng hazsrdous duby were tsmuam
farred to this wnit &s soon as transportieble. hose cases were held venging i
vegtigation by a representative of thwe Ingpector Ceneral.

e PBauploy:ent of the hth Convalsscent Hospital.

&, Retorn of Duty Cases:; See paragraph 3, above.

be Ambulant, ten day oases.

¢, Venerszl disesse nofes.

Yo Muiploysent of the 6184 and 692nd dedical (learing Conponies.

2, Return to duby casep:  See parasragh 3, above,

e Conbat sthanstlon GBses.

c. Neuwronsvehilatric cases.



6. mmployeent of Ulearing Companies as Holding Dnita,

The E;;)ﬁéd ab which our combab forees moved forward not only
cauged the sbove changes 1ln the policy o saploysent of hospitels, bub alse in
the utdlization of the medical clsaring companies. Yeny hospliels were nesdad
in the fordird sones while they ware sLill lmsobllised with & mwall wmmber of
nonmtransportable abdeminal and chest coses. A sethod was needed to relisve
hospitels of such cases so bhait the hopoltals would wvobt have their aﬁiicie*m} ‘
. dmpaired by lsaving thelr own peraennel bebind, to care for such non-brsnsporbe
» ables whon moved to a now locatione

in view of this glbuatlon, the Aruy Surgeon employed clsaring
conpanies to bace over these cases, thug, rellaving the hosplisls of thely rege
pongibilitr. The ‘alw‘ng coppanies cared for these patients until they were
zrmspaxﬂwhl,e ard then evasuated then b émm;mﬁsémiam Zong hosvitala in the
TEaT, ‘

ntll aid-Sepbesber, she pursult of the fleelng ferqen aroles
continued, Two changes taking plase during tils peried ave noteworthye One,
811 field hesplials wers placed under centralised cemmand, accomplished by
asgigning thes to the Headgusriers ‘mzd. Headquarters Detach-ent, L774h vedicd
Batidlon. '-'Em first nisslon asgiged the bettalion was to rmwahm the field
’;wssp:l“‘séls. Goppltalization wnils were scattered w&%am area of ong hmndred by
two hundred niles ab fourteen different locatlons. At the cempletion of asseubly,
the Army Buprpeon ordered that fleld hospltals would provide evacustlon hospihal
parvice to the apmy, on & basis ol one Dleld hospltal per corm The basic plan
uged bo earry oubt this asssignment was to place a hospital }a&iaem~wzs g bwo
hogpitelsation wnits forward in sunpord of each coros ém all tinea. One of bhese

o unlts was dest

mated a8 the unlt of record, set up completely, and augnented
as neceasary, oy bhe sersonngl and zaterisl of the sccompanying unit. The third
unit recsined in reserve unbll rogress sade the advance of the hosplial necessary,

Then it moved up, beciue the forward unli and wes supplesented by addition of the
hospltel hesdoquarters avd one of the wde whileb 1t had passed in noving forward.
Begause of bthe relatively lew casualiles sustoined durding the deive thwough

France and belgiusm, the sysbe: owtlined above resdhned in effect wntil the amy ran

s gtubborn resisbancs ab e Geruan border.




The second change ilnvolved the axwwumtiam of the Army Burgeont's
gifice iteelf. Becauge of the great disuances over whilch smedical service had o
rendered, the Aray Surgeon inswguraied e plan of detaching a sectlon of »h:’&a
office from the Headguarters of Plret i ted States Aray and sending the detache
ment out as an adveneced section of Lo - flee of the Surgeon. The Bzecubtive
gfficer, Operatlons O ficer, and Medicsl Supply Officer, and four enlisted nen
ageordingly left the Headquariters ai Versallles and procseded to Ia Capell,
Frauce, where & dedical Bervice aren was oslablished. Later, this detach.ent,
meeceding the movenent of the headguarters by sany mlles, moved to (uifet,
Belgium and finally Yo kupen, when (o leadguariters of First tnited States Azvy
resched puch pesiblon that the Army Jur von decided that adeguate control could
be supplied fram the ualn command post. iy means of this device, lmvediate

km«:&e&g@ and on-the-spot control was sqcured. On nany oceasions, possible

gtanbling blecks ln evacuation were lumecan and dealt with, vrilor to thelr reaching

a point where serlous consequences resultod. This devies by shortening the
lengthy and difficult comsunication lines, peraitted lwwdliate onerational con-
tral which would have bean, in a large rougure, dended the Burgeon, lwd not the
advanced command pest been naintalined. »

the policy of grouping tha sajority of evacuwation hosplials in
a esentrally leocated Avay mﬁw&& riad ares, leaving one or g:if; ;zm&si’; o, out
in aappém of the right and left flark eorps was instituted. ‘he appl.cation of
these arrangeents to & gltuatlon where copmunications wers poor and overall
eperabing distances great sccompllshed wo vital nseds. Pirst, control of aruy
nedical. wnlte was siuplified, and secomd, the bulk of casusliles wers coneenirebed,
glaplifvineg evacuation to Cosmunicatlona Jone establishpents.

The é@lxm on to the prebles of handling special types of ocases,
a group sade up of contagious diseas g, nalaris and smbulatory convilescenta roe
nained the same. Such cases case undsr tae control ol the 9let Yediecsgl as
Preatuent Battelion and the Lth Convalescent Hospital, relieving the evacuation
hosplials of the necessity of filling beds needed for aurgleal cases with such

patiente. During the last halfl of the nonth of Serte ber, the Lt Convalesesnt

-
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Haspliel, besause of lack of guffictent trangportation, was lefs behind., The
9lst vedical Oss Treatuent Bathtellen took over the cases norsally hendled by
the Lth Convalescent Hospdital, in addition fo its usual duties. The organisation
of Bols unit pesymdibed the setbing up ol three entlrely mwaw wavitel estabe
lishments, sliowing contrel over z lengthy axls. Thus, the battalion wes able
to madntain & hospitaligation unlt in conbtaet with the troops and open for ade
misgiong ab all times.

Combat exbaustlon and neuvopsychlatrie cases were, as heveitofors,
evacuated to the G18th and (’3225{% Clearing Conpanies. ‘
Be TiGh SIBGFRIED LINE.

A the combet troops appreached the fortillcations of ithe Slegiried Lins,
eneny resistance stiffened and the tacticd situation settled into one of
velatively statde feanits Opportunity was mmr to rogrouy the gedical wnits of
Firat nited Stales frmy so that this new ohase of the esmpalgn wight be more
adempuately covered. An area wes secursd midway belween the arayfs north and
south boundazies, and the bulk of amyy sedloal wnlis, evacuatlon hospltels, wp
hospltals, ?1&1& Hediecal Cas Treataent Battellon, the lst yedleal Depet Comoany,
and the headougrbers of the rediesl Groups were congendeated in tivls area W th
211 possille spead. The Aray Surgeon re-srranged the ammy sedicel unlite Lo 2ro-
vide three identledl groups., e group operatad in each corps mons, am}. wag charged
with the responsibility for cqm:ml of army medigal service: The conposition
of the three groups was a8 follows:

3lst yedledl Croup

178%h ¥ediesd Battalion 566th Ambulance Company
126th Wedical Battalion S7kth Anbulance Gompurgy
6218t Yediesl Clearing Company Li63rd wedical Collecbting Company
564 th Ambulance Company S0ist yedical Gollecting Cempany
565th Ambulanne Company Sagnd yedical Collecting Comnary

L7t ¥eld Hospital

68%h yedieal Croup

175th yadicsl Habtalion 576tk Awbulence Goumpuny
1768h yedical Battalion 577eh fmbalance Compeny
A52nd yedienl flearing Conpany 578%h Awbulance Campary
lhoth gedical Collecting Coupany 5lth fmbulance Company
Lb5ist ¥edical Collecting Cempany 13th 7ield Hesvlial
LGhth usdical Gollecting Cospeny Slat Pleld Hosplial
13lth yvedleal droup
179%h Yedical Dattalion ' L79%h Aabulance Gonpary
130th yedical Babtalion 5h6th Ambulance Cenpany
L50th vedical Uellecting Company 5754k Awmbulance Company
L¥end vedieal Collecting Company 583rd Ambulsnce Cesmpany
Lélith Medieal Collecting Company Lignd Pleld Hospital

617th yedical Clearing Company Ugth Field Hogpital



The Headguarigrs aod icolguarters Detachsents of the 57th and

177th dsdicel Battalions were ploced o eotly under sentrol of the Army Surpeonts
0ffice, and were pgiven the task of woriding ewscustion, rolnforsesent and, by

neans of the Provisionsl Teuck Coupmrr, transportation to the army medissl unlts

which had besn concentrated in the v Lty of Bupen. These batialions had the
following coupositions

576h Medical Pattalion 171th Hedloal Batbalion

38Lth Ambulance Coupany Latin yedical Collaohing Cospany
591et smbulance Company L93rd Hedleal Collecbing Company
Provisional Pruck Coupany G18th wedical Clearing Cowpany
: o22nd Yeddeal Clearing Cospany
833rd Yedieal Glesring Company

To increase comdinéiion of the sovenents and dlsposition
of medical troops, it was decidsd ol poup comsanders would be piven the
authority o control all medical ityie voortation within thelr mone of actlen
Group comwnders were lnformed il o« would be reasponsible for swmenbing
and reinforcing, fron the unlbs el so oo to thelr zroups, aruy, corps, and
divisional -edical Instailations ln weop eorps sove. The purpese of this
raargmzimtimz wag to sebilize ey edlcal service as hig LLL,; ag poselille.

Actasl operstlons throupnout the verc vwer of the wmouth gave proof that the

degived ends couwld be obtalned under o above sutlined organisstion.
2

Taring the last weel in Heptembeyr, heavy raln changed flelds

s

and country roads into veriteble quap.dres. Houtdine hosplitalisz tlom and evace

uation procedurss were svresily welardec, and in some cases, ade hagardous for

both patlents snd Jedleal Deparbiont e somnel. A decigion was aade by the Ar

Surgeon thabt whille such caxditl

viluate and berrain prevalled, all ¥irseb

inlted siates Army hosnlial

[
el

£

o

iy gupporting sedical unita as poge
gible would be vetablished ln wuddeiia, ©e

Whiles engaing

Pt oof the enemy, the nrwy sustained re-

lavively few casualtles., The najor jro den of evacuation was to conuer the

distances involved in all routes. AL ore wise during this period, o

one thousand German wounded, al one

Soadon clearing stabion, Jassed evao-

sation channels in that area completely. The gliuvation was remedied by aug-

3

senting anbulance with truck evacuatlon for tightly wounded prisoners, dis-

tribating vhe core seriously wounded Yo fleld and svecustion hos:

itals with

-,
o s



the very lightly wounded %o Adwenes fectlon, Gommmlcations Zone hospitals.
‘im@ the possibility ressined of recurionse of 8 like situabtlon, the Aray
Surgeon decidad thal, henseforth, 1ishily womded prisoners should be proc-
esmed through noresl Frisoner of War channels, where ;wmrissis#a twid revioualy
been nade Go lreat then, while seriousl) wounded prisoners would follow nop-
wal routesof evscuwsilon., The resulbtant slloination of large numbere of 1ightly
wounded revoved an unnevessary burden Jruom the receiving and evacuabting
sections of the hosplials and preserved Ded sprce necessary for the seriouely
woUNded,

fack of bed spoce provided by the Advance Seobion, Cowarslcsblons

Zone, at reasonable distances Iron ars installations, wsde 11 necsssery o

continne establishment of sruy evacuatisn hosplials as trensfer podnde. Hithe

18 hawe at tiacs oxeseded one

3

ont thaemse trensfer polnte, acbhbolanee roovbesn w
housand 2ik s in lengltie \

sfforts were sade by Coaunica tons :E«:rm.m allsvinte the
vinch of svacuation desands. On 1L Seplocber 1t was lsarned that alesetrip

A T oath Cordontaine would become avallsble to Plrst Unlted states frwy

on 13 september. Advence Seeblon, Cowinleations Jone, placed an holding
undt &b that loeaitlon. This was the flret tiss since July thabt Plrst United
shates army had been affopdsd the ovoortunity to evecuate a slpnificant

mzuber of casualiles by ailre. A lsuporsry reduetion in the mmber of aray

hoopital beds necessarlly given over o the tesk of holding casualitles wes

affected by this sesns. However, becauge of weather condltions, vapiations
in the mwber of planes avallable, and the incresse in eastalbles as Jerean
resistancs stiffened, the evacuablon wroblesn beygan again bo assume critical
yroportions. At tlmes, evacuation fron the arsy ares was closed dem fov
pepieds ranging from fwenty~Lfour to fortywslsht howrs. hrsy hospiiels fop-
merdy held as reserves had Lo be jressed inbo service to provide holdlng

Py

capacity. 4 Durther tesporary easing of this sltuerlon was effected by the

arvival of hossltal teaine in ldege. MHowever, an sverays of tures traling

doily would have been necessary Y ralntalo complste evasuwatlon of avay

Leis

hospitals and such mmbers were not available. The GL8th Clear iy y

*

neretoiore nitilized for the hospltallzatlon of sowbat sxhaussion chses, was

H
¥
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opened 88 o holdlng unit In the vicliaiv of oulfet, It wag necessary to
use thils unit :uw adddition to those boos already set aside at amy evacustion
hospitals o hold casos awalting evac'lon. (n the 26th of Septenber, &
new alrstrip, f-72, wag ovensd in e vielnity of 8%. Trond, and meuét:i.w

By

Irom 4t wan lngtltuted. The establlshomt of the 15th deneral Hospibal in

Lisge coms e & [urther ald to evacutilion. However, a couplete sclubion was

not resched wntil sld-Cotober.s factors cogbined to Lring about unsablse

actory conditions, The lack of an aduinlstrative alr fleld; Lnebllity to
soure sufiicient trangport alrerallt vion & [ield was available, insdequate
nonbers of seneral hospibal beds ab rouconsble distences from the army avea,
searcity end Ifrregularlty in arrival ol hosplbal teaing, all combined Lo
m’wimm this sitastion. However, sdvare HSectlon, Comwunicaiions Zone con-
timed to nake strenuous efforts to i uvove this situstion, and by nid-Gotober
anelioration of all conditions nentloned alove had wen efected. At no
time, despite this pressure, dld amy vasuslties suffer for lack of sedical
GG
The month of fJotober won 8 perlod glven ows-, in large seamus,
to the buildenp of reseurces in preparvi.lon for lmunching 2 v jor offensive,
designed to carry First Ary to the dulhe River. 4 mgr&z;};i: g of araies,
carried out in the latier mardt of the wonth, saw the newly arrived ¥inth
Undited States frmy shilted fros the ssuiir o @:m:e nopth flank of Flrat Unlted
otates Armye. LI Gorps passed {rom conlwol of Firet prmy bto Hinth Amuys
VI¥I Corpe ires Hinth Armgy to First Any as pard of this shift. Pret arwy
zedical unites in I1X Corps sectoy wers virved over intact, with e sicestion
of the L7¢h Field Hospital and the hth Ionvalescent losplital, o conitrel

of Ninth Arey. Reciprovally, 1 sedleal units in VIIT Corps sechor

pagsged to control of First spmy. . 1lst follows of bhe aedical unite inw
volved in the exchanges

JHLTS LOBT

tvacuation Hospizal assd Ir Jth
wescuatlon Yosplital asgd fr ik
Bvaguatdon Yogpltal aspd Ir 3rd &
th Hedieal froup

Llst mvacuabion Hospltal
F1st Bvacuvaiion Hospliial
11lth Byacnstion Hosplial
3ist Hedical &‘:m g

173%h dedlcsl Badtalion . L0%h Hedlical Ratdalion
Li26th Medical .":aa talion : Hgkh Bedical Battallon



Lilignd uedical Collscting Compauny
Lh63rd Hedical Collsebing Company
S0lst Medical Collescting Coupany
502nd Medicael Collecting (ompany
S2lst dedicel Clesring Codlpany
S56lth Avibwlance Conpany jmbulance Gonpany
S65th gmbulance Company Ambulance Coupsiny

| B6bth Ambulance Company S756h amtulavee Company
5Thith nbulance Campany

Mediesl Cellescting Gompany
Hedical Collecting Cowpeny
Hedleal Collecting Company
sedical (lesaring Company
Ambulance Gompany

One &d&lz?f&imﬁal hodwbel evasuation hospital, the 110th, passed
o comtrel of First dray, from third oy, in ths exchange, )

Admisalong Yo Flrst Amy hosplials ccouwrred an & decrsasing
scale after the end of %he first wosk In Cotober, and it was roalimed that
dug bo the taciical s?lﬂ‘:.m‘biaz!? thile porled of relaitive quiesencs wonld last
some tlae, V Corps and VIII Cerps seobors wore bhe scens ol patrol activity
onlye VII m&zﬁ Garps collabopated durin: a&w sonth in bhe enclrolesent
and slegs of Aschen, fthe town flwlly velng taken by btroops of the ist Infantry
Hlwvislion. The wajority of battle easualtles sustainsd by sy for the serdod
origlnated rom tiie operaticn.

ﬁéﬂ;ﬁ sorollary to the dsorease in the number of hosplial Leds
necessarily i’;eiei Jt:)r bavtle casualiles, increassed capaciby wam provided for
the care of &%@m with a conwalescent pericd of relatively shord duretion,

3 ’ 5 3 oy < 2 .
such ag the regpiratory diseases usually cceurring during late fall and
7

sarlty winber afaths. These and obher relotively less ilaportant fsctore com
i

i ; . . . " I’ 51
vined to pPesent to the Surgeon the oppertunity be retain, within the ad
|
a

atrative boungspries of the amyy, mwbers of pergomnel whieh would have tussed
s 1
I i H

in the normad chaln of evacwilon to Uom wnicatlong Jone hoapitals. The

/
7

aethanisss by which sueh advanbare was secuwred were as follows:

e ot divislon clsaring stations wore civen

i bolding wingy cases of lsedse for treatment to expedite return of such DI
sormel to dulye
‘b The edical droun oversting in the sone of each covres wag

directed bto establish an amy clesaring station. Thls clearing stadien aduitbed

the everilow of uinor cases from corps and division clearing stations, operabed

a dentel prosthelle laporetory in additlon and provided dispensary service te
troops overating io the lwwedlate vielnivy.
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sry Firet Aruy hospitals put

co  fm obhe 206h of o
inte effect the policy of holding Mo resarn %o duby all peiients whose period
of illvess vould lust twenty days w0 o0, This was o deuporary change in

policy, to ressin in effect only ool :mcb time ap camualiles weve liphte

“
¥

(ne sinor problem vocorring during during this period wag the

hosgpitelivision in Belglen terrliory jeraan elvilians. Ooue o the friotion

selde o 200-bed civillan hospital o

existing, 1% becuns necessary Lo
B .

i have arigen, had Oermans been

preavent incidents such ag would ce

plseed haphassrdly in Belalan hos;

Tweause of the dlslou lmvolved, evacuees from the 110th

Evacnation Hosplital in YIIT Corps sso o did not go vhroush the usual channels

L rear of Plrst Army, bub wers senbt o bthe Cowsunlcations Zone

o which Third Ay was ing evac o . Thig adld disturhance of routing

¥

evacustion woe a pesuld of the shilt o0 ¥Winth and Plret Avmica.

veeanss of the sa.o owsloacailon of the &xm of L

plus the broadening of the ¥First fri Jronb, 1t betase necessary to relsca

certaln unibe. Jhe Lbh Convalesvent “pital aoved Yo Spaz the Flsb ledical
Gas %{;ﬁezexm Batbalion establisbed ¢ copeny in the northern s:csrjpg zoue {(VIT)
and made plans to direet the resalnlr, companies to the areag of the central
(V) and southernmeost (VIIIL} corpu,

Hifficultiss 1o ever: lon experlsnced during the prededing

month were elisingted gradually. lnercise in Advance Sed! tion, Comamlcatlonsg

Zone helding capaclity and the advancownt of Comamicabtions Zone :eneral

%%i bels provided adequate bed speen. laterial ald was provided by

of & greater nmua er of hospllel tyeline, Welve in all, in the vesr of ¥3

ATRYe

Hovember found the teclical sibuation of Pirst drvy 1ittle
altered from the preceding monthe. Ll himgh r2jor hospitalization pelicies
in effect during the month of Cotober 1imained unchanged, soveral sdnor iy

novablong are nobewortlyy.

Foraerly, patients wizh self-inflicbed wounds were held in the

tal pending Livesiigation by the Tnspsebor feneral, shen

Lth conwalescent Hos:

susplclon existed tha. b meurence ur-olved intent to sscave hogurd lous duty

®
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The plms reduced the nusber oI nospirial Heas availlable lor convatescent patlents.
To rasove iz condition 1t was declded that the patient would return to his
srpanisation prior to invesbtizalion, o gsuch time ag his physical condllion
poralited. The hosplitael was to Infor: the patlentts unlt that his stabus wam
andepersined. On completion of the Liwestigation required, the wilt was to
return the date necesssary Yor completion of revords to the hespltal. Hers,

fingl entyries were to e xade on the wilenis record, or the information fop-

wapded to the Sargeon Ceneral, should -

of the hospital. Ouch orocedure wet with anmroval of the Aray Tnspsobor
Teneral and was adopred.

In an atiewpt to gain g overall ploture of the resulie of
treatment $n ars: hospiials, First Axwyr ssdicsl officers were stationed for

short periads in the Advanee Section, Los.unieostions Zome hospltals in vear

of Plrst Aray. It was the dubty of theso oificers Yo check bthe comdditien of
patiente brought intoe sdvance Section, Lomswundestions Zone installations and

L

through this estinmate, ascertain wherel: our treataent could e japroved.

on 5 Novesher, the Awy ‘urgemn held a confer nes at the Lith
Convalescent Hospital of all Emapim;iim Jroup and aeparats aedieal uwdtd connenders.
ring this conference, bolh sdeindstrs lve and professional aspecits of amy
madical service were discusseds Topdes considered undey the adainistyrative heade
ing ware discipline, with partiounlsr esnphasis on gasoline and tire consevvatlon, |
inprovesent of wilt messes, passes, yvotalion of personnel belween army and
temmnications Zone wnlbe, araing of edlcal Depariesent persennel, and the ine
caption of a systen of roubing lnspections by officers from the U{fice of ithe
sray Surgeon. The handling of daty casss wos re~exaunined te eaphasise the basie
idea behind the Army Surgeonis plan for thelr disvosition. This idea is that

thers lies within the power of the ledical Deper

tment the opoortunidy to

Y

render an appreciable serv e to the ary, through salvaglng and retavn bo

dubty by aesans of the convaleacent

wies ol its disposal, key persommsl
who obtherwise would pass out of the control of arsy. Purthsrsore, this plan

frees She replacement systesns of both arry and Coacuicaiions Zone from such

adrindistrative procedurs. A Dinel ad dndlstratlive note esphasized the Looeriance
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of continual ssintenance of disneasor

g

S Army Surgeon directsd the consider

X’
Hedieal Departeent lg 2 service, !

wrder any conditions.

oLl L

fhe grores:

the Army dedical and Surgleal Cons.alio

Officer, whe discussed patiers of ¢

Statistician pointed oul comuon errors L.

cluded by the ?Qrmy Yadical Suply

During the month,

the sbatug of sdicesa maberial,

with el and (= agencles, bo fwrnish
Prisoners op var, ln the event that oo

short notdecs. A basic delackhmeni tas o

officers and filteen enlisted uen,
digpensery and olner hesplialisailon

one of these Yeruaan Installallons,

nedic 1 persormel and supplies prescr.

v

zelddties in the event ol

P

cagilities by all medical uniis. The
£ all present to the fact thab the
Lo funetlon as such at all times and

ortion of the progras was handled by

5 and the Vensresl Dissase Controel

raperting. he seoting wes pone
e whe introduced a guestlonnelre on

by asans of conferen

w

gitdons were sade,

cddeal care %o large nubers of recovered

- groaps were turned over bto Ammy on

-

up, conglating of two aadicsl
he equipnent nesessery to establish
averrunning

plan included the wiilldsation of

% such installations. Alter incope

voration in the gensral servies plan Lo care of recoverc:d Prisoners of War,

copies of the plan were distribuled o

for ite execublion.

%

tndoubtedly, the noi.

medical serviee during the month w.s

trench foot cases. The Dirst came 0 ©

the 27th of sugust, and was found v 4

attached o Third Aymy. Adulssigas o

the sonths of sepbesber
va;a“cm“, and mm&iing
335 cages were adniited. Following i
100 adulssions per day was sustalned
mumber of factors which could aild

By

pregent at this tase, 7The cold, dr.

atatle ©

®

nhe of trench foov.

ar all-time bl on the Lith of that month, on which dat

curdng the aonth,

thoge ¥edieal Departuent uwnlis selected

surlous problea bo confroant the aruy

ah posed by the tresendous lnoresse in

cis conditlon appeared as early as
o orecords of o hospital unld then

this gondlidon re:

vingd low during

&

L oposk, a sean strength of aporoniaabely

The preatest cossible

L production of the conditlon were

tively

Imeobllity which ar



The following preventive seasures were used to combabt the dlge
eassy

1. On 1l Oobober, vafessionsl @

sorandun 45, was publisbed.
This menorvanduws oublined the conditlons mder which trench foob could best exist
and the necosssry seesures for 1ts provetdion, I4s wain these was ém@amd at
netiliing in the individusl soldier it lnowledge which would enable hilas to

reduce oaterislly, hls opporitunliiss v becondng a casualty frod itrench foob.

2. Glroular let.er ‘lo. 3, 0ffice of the Chisd Surgeon,

ropean Theater of Operations, was 4 all medloal units, %o ine

clude repizentd nedical detachments. ids clroulsr. set forth detailed ine

structlong on prevention, ddagnosles, and trestrent of trench foot.

3. On 17 Hovesber, = letiter was prepered by the Avny Surw
B Ea o

: the Loporiance ol the dissase, and recallliy auch Lie
L]

formabion already dissesinated. Tb ad el sowe new points gathered during the

sxperience of the past waeks. This lelior wes distribubed as an atitachment to
& letier from the Xr@ Comzander to hds Covps Commtnders,

Un the 27th of Novewnher, representabtives ol the Arsy Surgson

held conferences with all eorps and dlvisien surzeons at which the following
pointa were anphaslized:

. CThat gulliclent supelles of dyy socks were provided
for all men.

s The necesslly for wearing overshoes. I only ssall
sine cverghoes were avallable, the nen grould be dirested bo wesr the overshoes

s

over £ pairs ol sockde

Sensral discusslion at. Lhag:

estings brought fopth the fect thal

frequent rotatlon of unibs frow the front Lines bo an area whers drying facilisles

were available, was vrobably the sest lipertant pron

lgetie neas e In the pro-

vention of trench fool, Throughout the period, this office contimued by lay

stress oft foot care by the individual soldier, through daily chenge of foobgear,
especially socks, ond exercise of the lesh, zsamahile reilerating the isporiance

of unld robation as the sost efleacious method for reduchion of sarower loss

fros the disease.

fo provent loss of overshoss froo division sboeks, all arwy -ed-
ical units were ordered not to szammats aMershees-witbeihe con taken from division

clearing stations.



To checit on the lneldencu of recurrencs, persams ad.died &

second tive with a ddagnosis of S P b were reported by nane, renk, and

arsmy serisl nusber.
Goderately severs bo . L. cagses of the dissase werw pent io

3

wasre a therough study of the condliiong

the Ylst dedicsl Jus Tremtwent Dgbial

R
s)

snasndh was eonducted. Iis

and its response to various types ol

g, plug the sonetine peroanent dige

the orodunbion of # high noneel ective
abliity tneurred, indlcate the neosss. . lor saintenance of condimed siort

7

towards 1hs supprescion, darl Tinver worithas

soity Angreasing diffieulty was ex erienced
@ darge e bo house arey sedical uniba.  Two

xnt of bhe central ond gsoubive

Factors were reapunsiile; Tlrst, the

roneral rush for covered

arm part of Mrst dray zme ol acliong

acoonodationg.

Dol hwo daye of Hovesber fighvi

iiadted to patroel activitles and duelg. &8 & rssalb, capuslly ade

sigsion rates for the firgt hald ol thu onth were lipht. However, on the 16ih

e

af the month, VII Corps launched an aliouw wesploying theee infantyry diviaisr

ane regioental cosbat tess of & Lourdh Lufantey division, sne ariored divieios,

.

and one comoeb com and of ancther awrsnred divisilon. Un the 18th of bthe sonih,

Urare o0 1,379 for one tweniy-fowr howr period.

ad.dgslons rose o an over-all

The erraln fought over, prineipaliy v o foresie sround Hurigen, was Lopagssh

T CATE ton trock.  Inaly

to 3/h ton fileld arbulances and

to use sithey  of these Llaportest vehicles ln bhe dense wo-dlands which were

)

practicalily devoid of & road mel, plavod the all-loporitent taslk of evecuoablo

in forward sreas upon the 1libtser bearer. A wadical wnits were drained of all

persornel available for the task. A ¢ isal Deparit.endt persanald

existed 1n “he replacesent syste. ait Vuls tise. Thus, when recusst was ade

bo the Army el for additional Lbier wércrs, 1t was necessary

Line troope in accordance with the dich

g rola,

a perieod of training asx lltser beararen thee for 20 daye

m

An indleabion of the magnitude of the lask invelved 1n first echelon evacua!

wnowledge L

wy bo pathered from one corps Bone, L1L LW



were saployed, in addition to thoge noraclly present ln divislonal medical unite.
Valuable sgsistenee in solving this prlen was rendered by Advance Sectblon, Come

ranications Zone. Froo steging gonori. Lospitals, litber bearers were supolied

o First Army by the Advance Section, cominicabions Zone Surgeon. Using these

Iitter bearers ln Dvacuwatlon Hospitals, che lgflﬁ?jj Surgeon was able to free litter
baarers of First Army wedical wilts oo roinforce the hard pressed divisional
gedical wniisg. In obher respects, cvac.obion within the army procesdad without
U{:mﬂzm.

Tn oone omcasilon, soversl evagaatlon hospitals becase so Jomoed

with casusliiss due %o the fallure of o ouation in year of the amgy fhat it

becane necesasry bo shift vablents Lo o ler evacuatlion hospitals in a reletively
guiet sector. foo flew hospltal traing, be necesslty Lo svacuale the patisnis

of a generel hospital struck by a robo: clreraft, dawsge bto the railheads in the

caladnated in a lack of sulficisnt bed

alby

space to receive First Ariy evacuess. ortunately, all these factors were ate

ot

tanked and cended in bl

prevant U disagler that ean result {roo thelr

prolongatlon.

the month of Dececber saw few changes,

The ifirst i

The bulk of the bLtruops of | < goneentrated on the northern flank of

1

the argy arca. Ho ssjor shiflt of elthsr policies or unite ccourred. ALl ree

sources wore belng wbllised to retaln, ulth Flrst Arwy wedical installations,

ag many casas for reburn to duby as hosp.tal bed space would allow,

G, THE
o the 16th of Decesber, repori woo roceived by bhis office thal the town

b cane froa the hbth and ATWh Lvace

of .alyedy was bax}; ghelled.

usbion Hospitals functioning in tha® towie Report was also recelved that the
eiby of Supen was belng shelled. ‘fwo wnplials, the 57th and S Swacuablon

v respechively safvered a slight ascunt

cisaloned

loer and ona Mool

of desage bo thelr bulldings. [ The Con woding

of dcer of the LShth nedical Collsciin lo., were killed doring the enellin: of

Inedy whv le recdering first ald to oinilian wounded. j

AN

g nerbration

2

[l R c o

At 1900 hours word was recelved thuo

on the VIII Corps front and along the Lowndary vetween VI aml V Corps. Dased



vhal lzablon

on thie information, decleion was cade "o mowve the leb Hos;
the h2nd Fleld Hoopibal f1om Wiltz, «o e 30TEh Fvacestion Hospltal fvom vioe

i of Cleyvead: bo 8t. fmbart as Lol g 1t could be enbtrucked; the 108nd

Svasuation Hosplial was closed Lo a .l sna Ao preperation for soverents  Wilhe

drawal of the Yva uablon loupltals v sapheted succeseinlly bub a pordtion of

the Peld Hosplial was overrun by oo cowan advanes. lost with the offlosrs and

man of the Tleld lospital was one S 1L Tesa of the 3Jxd Auxdililavy
Grouge

v froc the 13hin o

A% 0100 hours, 1Y Decorbey, an o, feal Group was

viglon to debercine the tao

gent bo Headquarders, 990h Infantoy

the boun

¥ oand Y Altasugh the ioforsation with &

this offlcor returned indleated that ©.o lsadguerbters of the 99th Infentry
idwision d3d not think the situatlon
& [

lst Hospitalizatlon Undt of the 4T4u

the Jrd fHospiialization Unit losgbed o uigenbach lster in the

koo esbiaates and so o

tne Cernan advanees wers in oxcens

of these moves was Lopossinle. Thwe duo osplbdl ization Unit was actual y overw

run, buk before any dang e was dons A lwan troops reentersd the arca, and

all pm*wmmi of the ﬁsx:‘a;t ag well as the patlents wers able to reach our lorces.

However, 1t was necesssry to abandon too equinment of bobh hosplidl imeh Lo uniis.
A% 1530 hours, LT Decesber, 11 wes necesséry to order bthe Lhth and 67%h “vage

uation Hesvibals in dalwedy bo evamstbe helr lnestallstlons of all bramsporiable

Rlentn mnd the bulk of their pesrsunosl. Later that ni

hours of the following sormnd ¢ popalble bo couplete tie tolal vvace

uation of thess tWo hosplials.

Yok tedical Cloaring Coapary

wers

L of lececber, such i

o v 18

ig ingtel lation and o @ otachuent cogisting of wwo ol loers

evacuated fro: ©

3 ey

A 4
A Wi g ]

r anlisted en re Lake care of patients 1

BEA0N

and elsh

£

5 e o
AOTALE BN

statione On the 20th ol Dece ey, 247 1

1n Llearing Coupany were svacuabed frosn Laliedy.

Loohesk of the tactlcal

i be sale Lo abom pb recovery of




acuation Hospitals abandoned i hicedy and of Coipawy "U% o) the lst

&

§

dedicsl Uas Trestient Bstlalion si o) 0 Left beblad in drasd daloeaux. On

" Deceabsr, wher Lo oouesred that the aorthern sovance of

Bk L

beoen ohieche

izatlond wag rocuvered.

On bhe Lith of Decerber, ordes: o ro rocelved fros. the (hle

Lo evacuste all aolo i unlts then located in Lhe town of

First da. S

for evac i g0 o Heooushaaps, bub toey were

f::l)aa

nuan des

bhw eu, s

later

» evacusbed Dy

fiosplbal in Cineye The 10¢9nd v

aore hhe sveiis

asn ach werae

rorsar wWig noh kKeo

conbac il ng

i for nov

Ont the 19th of Decenver, beoauss u. uhe

valescent Hospital, Vo. "C% of the Fiwl Hodical Gas Treateent

avacuation

capacily was reduced %o such levels s o

; Sargeon Lastl

Sl

be supported. Accordingly, on

evacustlon pelicy.

The saee day, notiizcatlion w

Took bo Thipd ol Be Ario o supsly

SSPEIE e 1A SE I EAOME VIS T

the Seruen Deseiratioa

Vel Fro. Ced

G WRE

s g

e ;’_a- AT £ WE WD

Mis oflice was reg:

nnder operatl

Gride

axdical unibts wideh L0




2nd Bvacuation Hosplial
Sth Bvacoation Hespital
251.;‘&'?1 Pvacaablion Hospilal
Svacoation Hoespltal
varabtlion Hosplbal

hth

5oth @

ke ;“"
suld G
4 Goll

L Qodd o

63th sedleal o
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*}19 ,;E':%l iy o

atoid,
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sove Flret UuD. Aoy on vieprs
W

sireched Lo

gacuraed at Verviera and

SR Twvacaabl

casudliios

Sy hosnitals becaus necsugEry,




to the arsy o hospitalize patlents wetly o the 77tk Dvacuatlon lospl al,

which unld was acbing a8 & holding ol b the reapr of

O the 25th of De-c ber, O~h Pirst

the Aray Surgeon bo nove ell sedlcal

senkial for

erations o & posibtlon wesh of the deuse River, It was [uow

Ilatiom east of he

%rw@mﬁ that any Inst veuse be held in readin

aovesnt on bwer

rfour hours noblos. ccordingly, the 96ty ,jviA and L5th

rh Hosplial, plug cobat exhaustion

nospibale amd all hospitalize
o

-
» WBTY giix-ec ma& reeor od
A

of field b

S ified

gitales ware GI“'!EZ{?& w0 Tind s

Copre b woold

patients. dany difficulsies were encounbered in finding sultsble locations

5 @

as the area contalned Jaw largs o

i3

the Jleb of Deceubor, uor

of medical units was conploted.

wnder a

total evacusntion policy, had falioving evacuabtion hospibtals o

the Snd dn Dupeny

et S8

whe 102nd Teacs

Hospital and all three Lospllal of tne Slat Tleld doaoital

in may. Plans were under way 1o replace the

on Hospital at such tise ap ils

&7th vvaew

‘The 618tk gombat Hxhaustion C‘e“ztw* wag open west of the Heuse al Avesnes,

’ { he oroblem of trench Foot co&tmu@t% bo receive 2 sood sharve
of attention by the Ary Surgeon. In snaiiim on to the measures o stlined proe

b oonb, in order that no dels

viougly, other pointe of stback wers so

PP g i

sk wodld be mlig;; rtada

vich om

&

P

wrad the services af

BEC

of flcers, Thay woere

G Lo g

of dovesticating all fastors which

o trench Zoot. These o

not ondy fres offisers, bovh lne and cedloal, aloo Lo

A

o

aobiisr hisgell. .=z &8

gy T N P
rosentad In bheir

!,';.,

reports, the following

L3

3, Overshoes were lackings din

corps was shord L1 nalrs of these




b Rlgid disciplinary neasurcs ; an add in preventy

In oone unlt this was carried zs far

¢ ggquad leaders &
ficate which stated thal esach man n .o squed hed that day ca
pravenbive neagules.

Ge Rotabtion of units frosm the ool frond lins do an ares

fanilitios weve ovallable was wando

d. Helnforcements lacked knovlai ¢ o0 fool care.

Sugzestion was ofiered to the fr., . artamesher thet an axperd

ducted Ho detemine the relative me 5 bhe shoes and geloshes pre

as canpared to shoepacs,; by esquippin. o wiallen with the last tyoe o

thig office epproved the lssue o conditioned shoss as anoiher &

Tight against trench foovts Thess shoeu were Yo be thoroughly cleaned, o
and lesved to the soldier by Uuwertersastor bath uniss, thas insuring him o
dry pair of ghoes following his visih o such an organization.

The lath Arny Group directed thet ao adusstionel film on trench ool be

pared in Flret U.S. Armye The technical vwork wes done by a photegraphie s;%{:‘i;':‘

From Suprens Headguarters, Allied Bxped tlonsry Forees. Cliniesl saterial wos

abtained at Firet V.8, Argy medical dow

Mations and medical supervis on supnld
by & medical ofiicer of First U.S. Awmy.

In the gonths prior to the Goroim comter-abtack, evacvablon was effected
by employing one sedical group in esoh corps Zons. wo separabe medicsl hate
taliong with thelr cowponent eollesalting, webalance and clearing elsaents gupporiod
Arwy service sreg lnglellations and ooordineted the setivities of the Awmsy Cosbab
Exhauation (enters. é tan-day evacunti v policy was in effect.

e sein difficoully experiencad ar o resulbt of the lsman countor-gh ack was

that of meintaining conbact with rapldl s oving or periiaily snelrclied clesving

%

unitg. The problem of evacuatling entive hegplihal installaiions on shord nobtice

P

plagad further strain on the aysbo. dagh aovesent of hosplials wag offectesd

a8 necessary, sulteble buildings for . establistment were Tound ouly in a
few cnges. The reduclion of Led capacily brought sboub by this clroussbance plus
the necessity ol keeping avallable beds open for receipt of fresh easusliles ande

the esbablisiment of a botel evacuabtlon pollcy sandatorye

o TL e



During the sarly days of the eneny auvback, 16 through 19 December, the sy

ressived one medical battelion, g & ha Joby three colleeting companies snd one

sabulance gompany frow Wobh U.S. Aoy, hese additionsl resources ensbled the
Surgeen, First U.8. Amyy, fo augsent the .mbulances of the 13hth Medliesl Uroup,
svacuating the ¥V Gorps, and to send a wotal of thirbty asbulinees from fraet U.S.

Aray reserves, to the 6lith Medieal ronp, evecuating VIIL Corps, Murther augmentablon
of VIIL Corpe asbulances was effected Ir seans of one platoon from an ADGIC

whulance company which was given the isulon of evacuabting the 10T¢h dvacuablion

Hogpital.

s

drd Ar o conbrol, the Ohith Medical droup, ot

when VIII Corps pagged to

posed of fwe battalion hesdquarters anc e eollectlng company, fouwr anbulanes

cospacies and one clesrdng oospany wers rolleved frosm assl pnment o First U.8.
Armye Jn eddition, the 169th tedleel Vo alion, abilached to VITI Corps and
serving aa the corpsg medical betiallon, lue one fleld and three Zve uabion

Hespltales, wera lost fros st Yel. Ar o In the shift.

hopne Corps ceoe bo Plret  W0. Ay uneguipped with e corps nedical

This deflclt was sade up by wing the Wattalion hesdquarters and one

babtalliaon.

collecting coapany, ovtained Srou Nindl . ray, plus one platoon of a First Awray

&

elsaring cvorpany. Suarther, no ssdical roup was avallable to take over regulation

of third echelon eveousiion in this core zone. Thus the end of the wonth Foumd

the

sorvieln; the en .

4

va VII Corps, whriech had been roturned
whe line on the right flank of Flrab Uude Ay and, in additlion, the majority
af the dvisiens of IVIII sdlrborne Gorps. The 134bh Medioal Group evacusted the

V Gorps and bhe it flank dvision of “VIII Corps. Flans were under wey bo

e only, sinse experdence had baushb

sob-up, wherein one group serviced ouo ow

that such a gygtea provided opbiam colibions for centrol.

Hedigal Department reinforesments continued to prove a soures of anxlely

to the Army Surgeon. Lither Loavers, e bhan aver egsentlial to evacustion
in the terrain fscing Hrst U.B. dooy, vere the focal point of this difficulby.

A
T Ach on Repopht &') 130 lire troops were ssrving

Az sentioned ln the previous Wi

in this capagity. On 3 Teceuner, a ten-~tay extenslon of thelr services wag

sranted and they resained on duty w Decenber, on which day 173 werse



returned to reinforcement pools.

actlon, siceing in action, wounded or

The §th Infantey Division drew o

Uroup %o supplement divisiom Iitter
was received from the Znd Division fop

811 typese As relnforvesent sources w

LRLIUY G

Severteen of the erdiginal 150 m;:z'é willed in

dw

Inoeun litter vesrers from the 13Lth wedical

On the 20th of Depember, o request

1.0 Medleal Department reirfoveswonbe of

o gbill unable bto ald, iz medicsl

afficers and ninelyessven enligted men weres supslled fres Arwy sedieal units ho
meet these recussis. & call for medicnt sfficers from the Thth wvision was . et
by agaln drawing thes- zen Ifroa o oal anitse  Thls constant depletion of

thlrd echelon nedica unlis
echeion units loroed
Zang npedical aources.
Departaent pergonnel frog Commmioation

Aray medicgl installationg. The sbove

strain pleed on the Jedlcsl Depariment
to 1te norasl functliong.

Surlng the period, evamustion way

&% no btlme ddd Army lostallabtions booowe so coopletely Iilled that

unable to sveept further aduisslons.

ept pres W al}.kci;e:,m%ﬁsi ploed upon

e THE ALIEL DU&T&TERA’ZT&C&E,

(FY

The begiming ol

Tupen, the 97th and 1208th fvacua tion

N

uation Mospital and the 31wt Field Io

weat of the ¥euse, the re.sndar of |

asddirected by the Army Ol

At this tlue, ihe ledlcal Service

2 total evacuation poliey. Suilding ¢

axtrenely scarce, and climac i,f.a; Gor

vehiocle turn arounds becane lupagsablo
t salntensnce. Jorbtunately,

their handiing iuposed no straln on U

I botal evacuation.

Lo supoles
the Arwy Surgeon o ask

At one peried dar

Lvacuabion to

the mﬁga i fmm& he 2nd Dvaouation He

5% Aruytsg

ong prevenbed setiing up dn

casuslilios

ne

£

D311 geos in Mlrst and asocond

Comaatileablong

ng this vonbh over three hundred Medieal

for sgsistance Lrom

5 Gone unibs wars on f%u by i Plret U.8.
Chiures will serve to show the severe

- merforasnes of this task in eddition

sinteined satisfactorily within Avsgy.

they were

[

the reapr of Flrst U.%. Anvy

ihe

spltal locabed in

dospitels in Verviers, and the 102nd Jvage

b e X Lu Huye In the Aray service sraa

Svacvation Hosplials wers

of the Tirst U.8. Avoy wos operating under

poe for eptablishment of haspitals was

dey a8

sl

in a matier

of hours, despiie all efiorts

were lizht at thils particular ©

Flrst Away medleal units under conditions

located



However, 1t wes the desire of tie
posalble to o aysten whose facll. tlus

mexlous mmber of casss, whose hweiin

Acrordingly, the 2nd and Sth Bvacunt:

of vespiratory dis ase and cases wiih o

or lost.

duty through the %lst Yedicsl Uee

Des Troatasnt Babtalion sbill
sbil By to omen the Lth Convaleseen. |«

though sekeghlft, served the desivel oo

£

G

In addition o the above install

Gonbat Txhaustlon Cenber at

operated a
in the aondh, the 628nd sedieal Gloaw iy
here &3 & Cusbal hanstln

functionad

valescent Joespibal opsoatling at Company

tolion. nwfg gLL functione fommsrly car

Hospital were perflormed by obher sedicel.

asmmal fros that orsanisabtion.

Tor the revelrnder of

54

esbablistment of sulllclent Arny hospd

ndling of casualiles. On the L74h od

s albred holding, in army

The End snd 5th Bvagustion [0

s Babitdl lon,

3
R

dermary and provided the bssis for

resl disesse cases wera Lyl

the conbh, &l

N PR

ey Surgeon to return as qulckly as
control, the

isatlon expectancy was ol short duration.

Lospllals were ordered bo receive cases

sspitalization expocltancy of ten days
Stals returned convalescent cases to

In addltion, the Wlat

saived cases of disesse sz befors, e

1 tal necessltated this solubion, which,

<. The gystem went inte ef

snzn bo 10-day evacuatlion policy.

solongy the 618th Hedieal Cleerding Gompany

o

rechedl In the viciniby of Huy. later

teblished ab mupen aud

&

Losipay wea ea
Lenthers
Ly a detachment from the lth Cone

viy Plst Hedical Tes Troatient Habe

ried out by the hth Convalescent

3y

Wik

ite, assistod in some cases by pere

efforts were directed Loward ro

s bo alluw g re the normal

prbion of

Jamaaey, the Lbth Ivecustion ios spltal

was ordered to leave Jodoigne and prooceld to Hpa. t Jodolgne, 1t secured &
hospital site and was held in veadiness o minst ide possitle need in the svent
of [urther propress to the weel oy he furcan arcles. Ah the sase tine, the

26th Gvacusbion Hospitel was ordered to

& where the bwo hospitals were sot
td

they wers opened Lo recelve patl

\s:ﬂiﬁ - l‘

wocesd Dron Yela bo the ssme sibe ab
on the 19th of Jwuary,

Jieary 2hith saw the return of the 5Sth

Evecuation Hospltal to Lupen with the IU1th Tvacuation Hospital talding over lts
assliznaent & *ic.fmm:. On 31 January, tho D8h Uvecustion

reosive patlenta, nove of b

by & comand decision to return the

A

tal was nece

58 oecupled by the 12E8Lh and

fect on the 12th



vacuation Hoopibtals to VIL Jorps luw oue &8 & rost cenber. The 97th bvacuabion

spital was forced to leave the cul.o 5 in Verviers ab the sass times It was

gent to Mal.edy, where a hospibtal nus cotablished and opened on the 30th of tbe

sonths  On the 296h of January, the 1L0:0 Bva.vation Hospibal moved fron Hannub
to Bannsaux, Belgium end establighed o opital for the handling of rospliratory
A A ] A v e 2 X ;“«' Al C % 3 3
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the incorrech reg of AWOLYs Lro Heal units. At the sawe toae, the Aray
Surgeon directed the institution ol wares to reduce any opporounitdes for such
dereliction, and to lumgress on Ll naring returned to duby WIS
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it la oiten neecsscary to srect we sapplesent the covered asccon sdations
aged, Porblcularly, in the cass o abions regquiring space Lo perull e
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Thewoous F10Meultles arese. U w early part of the sovoment, tho supnly
of pasoline at tha forward end o b aainity of Sencnches, was Oongwhat Wi

cerbalne. Tactlcal btroops moverarts . womwsltated s lengthening of the roube and

iy unltes bo move for perdods of bhome vory

Fyron two to twelve Fn Con 2ol ol U draek Tleets was .ade

By *v

by all the foregoing factors plng sanees covered.  Comwmnicstlons, again

hagdune digbances dinvelvod, oo An

added elswent that mede lor difilc L wme the lack ol maps in the pesscssion of

»f the wehleles. This wao  roeb conpletely overeo

gy hwmving sbrip

fypeewr b oo 0 hes concaining the n

wients, 1t was U

e

Trogk Dompal cles froo each of the ten s00-hed evacs

)
uabion b

& necessary to aotilize all

> up with the e vovewent of the

BoETLLEe

aliobied to

divigd

czne, wlth the
always oo bo wove In each of the throe corps gors
even wowo oo bleal 8t the ferward end of the roate

hat each oubgol

gasoline to refio - ibs starting o

sunded

vehioles

BYEOL

faotlieal oo veeants conatantls

ab, the {iprs

o

towards the Ine

insolar as

Corpany, Tom

Yedical Departoent fransporbation sho.  dhls pericd. Increased opora’

flexinility, lvproved .alnbeiance, &l or control of & wg ful mumher of 24

ton btrucks were the bonelits rosliin coabion of




«¢ o the Ffact that a multdpl¥Fci-or v-oue mette &rried out by & group he:d-
guarbers with a limited number of persatwly an aduinistrative shiflt was nade
which placed the trugk eompany under tho conbrel of the 57th Hedical Battalion,
since this unld would be able to spure ore tlme to an organization which had
bagons extremely luportant bo the Medical Department.

Beeause of the dlstances in%-:;}wmu, LG was neceesary bo move severgl units
by traln. The 2nd and 96th Pvasuation !oopitals, and a five mundred bed gection
of the bth Conve egeent lospltal were  oved in this way. The extree rapidisy
of novenent had left these unibs o f&r o the rear thal fruck *&mnmﬁamoﬁ
would heve been uneconouical and was dlscurded in faver of reil. 'the end of
Sepbendter found Aray medical unite in ood position with regerd to the combat
troope. Hegotlatlons were being carricd cut for the rall roveent of the ree
mainder of the Lth Comvalescent Hospibal, which during the enbire runth of
Septenber had remained at Gatheso. o plobdon of thils wovesent would complete
the regrowi ¢ of all Flret Amgy sedical units.

The abrupt slowing of progress asg ww Slepfriod Line was resched lessened
the need {or trucks. Thevefore, mueh unit transporiation was returned to parent
orpanigations, lesving only sufiicient ‘wucks with the Provisional Truck Compamy
to carry out the mission of supplesenting Hedleal Deparitrent wnlit transportation.

he arrivel of the detachment of ile lith Convalescent Hospital ot damstrichi
completed the regrouping of ¥Yedleal Departsent unite begun during ﬁm month of
Goetobet.

B adnlmon auount ai‘ movement of laorpe srwy medicel insballations cecurred
during the wonth of November. Hecanse of this, the number of trucks kept with
the tedical Deperteent Provisional, Truck Compsny was reduced to 50.

Further, because of the statie sitietlon still extant, pooled Lransvortation
had teen out te fifty 2% ton, 6 x & “rucks, ah the begimning of the sonth of
Pecesber, Untll the enemy attack was lmunched, only one noverent of any size
was acconplished. The 123th Evacuation Hospltal was soved from Dolhain to Brand.
Begiming on the 16th of the wonbh, nilywg '%Wacmﬁaiam hesplials, one convalescent
hosplital, snd three field hogpitals, one advence secblon of uie Mrst ledical
Pepot Corpany, and one cospany of the Flst wedical Cas ’z‘réa*zti;;mtm}@% talion were

soved during the reraining {ifteen days of Decenber, 1,726 patiente were trenge
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A BEmploitation of the 8T 10 bm&kt ! A (3 Aua‘ - 12 sep 194

Up until the collapse of Lcoanes 8t 8% o and the subsequent hreske
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that were ot 207 or surrounded. ey e eneny counteratiacks develoned at Yordtain

051 @i

an infantry tatlon was geparated fro: ils parent wilt and bedly dnos

sresinvasion »lanain

lcal suppliss, ﬁiﬁ? Aray Buygeen in U - had forsean such &

iy -



poeaibliity and prepared llste
units; companies, battalions, ro 'l

blanksts, plamsa, wmorohine, dresal

¥any of thess ore-packaged suppl o

i
&

spunteratiacks newr Hoxtain ang »

)

¥

Lih the difficenlty encountere

movement, replenishment of depow

sequently any ltesw appsared ?
axygen, shoeet wadding, and penicll

4oey

ilations,
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i
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aing lack of transportat

2%

we Ceotlons which

The Advs

carriad, were nol
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mogition bhat was useless alwost

to eonbing Tirht casualiies and
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the Provigionul,

nd 75 trucks froo
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With
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2

by wits were not on hand in

the inforsation would not be tre

H
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met nore expeditiously. In ordor
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an advanced 07,
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3

they were 1
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Iroppad to lsolabed groups during the

dod o saved many lives.

& g lack of transportation for forsard
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B Hréhdbas Dﬁ* Lo the wrosual tachioel

ik

The Wwee Ssctlon remained atb M§
situation, thisz ares beofme chsclete pro.viturely and a movement was required bo
z:uﬁ the Base Section in posliion again
B, The Pattle of Cermany (13 Sep ~ 15 Nec 194L)

dedical supply diffdenlties ad oroblons of the mrevioeus period remained soute
on into September.  They were prissrily voried transportation difficulbies, and the
problen of meintaining consisbent and azm;zmw anpport Yo a fagt moving ﬁm}ﬁ.

Durins this priod, actual derands for suoplies represented bub a few tons per day,

issues bal in direct proportion teo casialby rates.
Typleal ol Whe frey Servicest proble of keeping dn contact with tactieal unlis

wag the case of the base sediecal depot. The mumber of trucks available to move

any or ail sectlonsg of the depot was 1lu . ted to Army Vedlcsl Deparizent orcanic

vehlelag, woe trocks were already overtaxed, being veed to move all army mede

tesl uwnlts, wany of which had prioriitdes over supvly insballationgs 7o help rew

lieve the sitvation, stock levels were s oln redused to make the deyot nore nobdle.

Tn this inventory and shoek reduction, 3 long tens of slow moving or exoess llews

were retam bo ADRRD depote. Trensuordetion for the moving of the depot was not
readily available even with the reduced wingge. A% one locatien, the stock had
Just ervived and witheud Iilling one requlsiilon, the depol was agedn moved 1o
SoheltwTinlot, Selglum. Upon srriving ab this location, bthe stock was again moved,
this time to Iupens Belglume The stogk reaching this locablon represented the nowt
gotive shock and conmidereble towwers remalined in uw. old arey service mres uwnbil
nore trarmgoortation becane available, uring this ceried, the two advence seg-
tdeons were used to the mexlmui.

It was fouwnd that the transportation handlcep was felt nob only by Firet Amy
bub was Jush as acubte with insgtallations to the resr. iThis proved to further ine
creage forwerd supply srobleng. Tith supply from the rear felling behind, pro- |

perty exchange supporiing ADSEC operated alr evacuablon fal led %o funcbion and

v oares, Foroa perded of 72 hours, the

evscuated ibess werse sitripped fvom the Ax
orly blankets snd Iiblers obtainable 'aam 10,000 eaphured Cersan Wianets and 500
eaptured Jernan livters, This supplenent lept the chain of evacuaiion ;E’zmetim:i‘ng.
At this L

wants from the vear on army regulsitlons drovped to practleally

nothing. Secause of this, 5000 unlds of penieillin had to be fiown in by artillery

liaison planss. ALL reguisitions and tack orders oo Commmlestlon Zone were

L 3% -,




cancelled dag fo the confusged tomu ooufi of die-in vevords, Four regisitions

were lmmedistely submitted through o wvoels te replenish fast dimd

rddghdng depot
ghocise Deliveriaes on thase reguic . iilo:s conbtinued to ve slow and incamplete

snd Fivet LAray wedieal Departient ook had to be dispatched to the resr Lo

ordng supplies lorward.
when a1l sectlons of the dep:! wor: forward, they were altuated so as Lo
afford maminua guppord to the amn. i base was established In Zhe eenier of the

army-Béne and was easily accesslblc . Do many hospitals coneentrated in the

Guper area. The two advance sectlo s wore epsrating on the teo flanks at lalaedy,

Delgivm and Valkenburg, Hebtherlandr,

3

Up until the time ol the Aachon >

anslve, casualilss were | Dapob

operations wetre normal, lssues slow o 4 the deain on depot stocks was nobt heavy,

Tois was Lforbunsbe as trensportation (L Dloulties continued to serisusl reducs

5

depot stocks. Cerdain ltems remsinc. U shord supply 2s a regull of feulty trans-

facilitien. Requisitlons - Jumy alloested termage were nlaced on

gommundostion Zone bub shipents as rootlved were sketely, Incoxplede and delaysd.

&

To mainbain proper dus-ln yecords s bo keep reguisltioning on a M day level

“ g

beals hecase Incressingly diffieudt - o the extended time lsg veteeen regnlisite

foning and dabe of recelpt,

‘

Iyery effort was zade bo relle

¢ B situetlon of so many items resslining in

v

ghorh 5:513:}&:5« Lrmy Medieal Deparioer lransporiation was dlspatched to drew

supplies directly from Uomcundeaticn “wie depots. In spite of imy, cerbalin lbeas

recahed in showt supply since they we e oltber ln eraft lring off shore or were

in wear Cammnlication Zone depots b vul the resch »f aray transpertation, dis-

irected rail and truck eomvey shiiow

1 reagined = problem. COffen, rall cars
a8 well as druck convoye censigned Lo another command were received in this sec-.

tor and hed to be re-routed, One shiliwent on s Tirst Aray reguisition was dize

aoted to Minll e wisroused n sgcond time, arriving ab sone ferward lne

stallation in the ¥etherlands. The pot cossEnder as well as representsbives

of the 25th Repulating Station persarialy followed the roubting of thess cars
watdl it wes Dinally received some ooiths after the initial shipuent, Io addl-
tlon, ~amy supplies were received Ll bad not been requisitioned and could not

b uged in arwy installetlons. It wer during this verdiod thet the denend for

supplies incresped, the Aschen oifenylve

being under Wiy,



To ascertain the basls fw AiiLieuly

L Surgeonts Offlee, 12th Army (roup cobe

4 @#ﬁ@rﬁ.ﬁgwd in recelving supplies
in forward sreas, repressntatives of

forred with this office and abbenmpbed i follow an army requisition threugh its

complete processing. Thege reprasoniaiives sccompanied the requisition from Army
G-l to the 25th Regulating Station, to Advence Section, Commnication Zone, b6 '
Coprunication Zone, to the depot and 1ts processing bthere, and starbed back with

Pive trucks losded with a portion of the veguisition. Thess officers found Wwmb

mary dave veassed before the shipment was finglly accounted for. ¥n roubte the

trueks had been unloaded, repecked on rail ears and sgain forwarded and losbs

The conclusion of the investipatlon g reporied these offlcers was thatl stock

mication Zone depots often became delayed or lest in transit

o

avalleile in Co

ar regulate

and that Sthe Transportation Corps had ne facilitles o Tollow throws
these shizmente,
Anothaer croblen arcae as the result of shifting of arsy voumdarics s Yhe

seoompanyl trangfer of corps and m Lost XYL

Corpe whiloh was supported U7 one ad ¢ seetion of the depot coupany and ths

7
IN2nd and 107th Uvecuation Hoaplials. bioms W

to leave thys.cal stocks in the reg-

of handiing the trensfer of
pective sreas: twansferring depot sergonnel to agsmume control of the stook

fermerly operabed by the other cowsand, This way accomplished and operations

were resuned woth the 2nd Section supperting VITI Corps at Bastomme. . he few

nacesgary stock adjustuments wers quickly rade.

Teanslerring conplete hospital assentlies wag nore dffieult. & sharp dlp-
orepancy in the gperational eqnipment belween hospitals of the two covmends was

noted. The irmy Surgeon decided that tle standarda of ¥irsh Army H

dla would

.

not be reduced and all enudpment Jurnisled the two transferring hospilals in @ge

cess of Tables of Zquipnent as First frwy S clal orojects was directh

retained Wihin the army. The wiits leaving objected on ithe promds thab

ot

equionent wag necessary for continued efficlent opsrations . A confersnce ol Amyy
Surgeons was susgested to congider the possivilitles of establishing a stendard
list of equipment for all cowands. The Arny Surgeon and his Wedical Supnly

officer represented Flrsi Army et the conference hald at Camunlsation Yone

ﬁﬁMWWS in paris snd detalled recomendations for changes in jvesent Talbles
S, i i

ﬁmgigfwm and Egwlppent Liste for Dvecuation and Fleld Hospibals., A5 grpesult



OF this meeting new allowdWés:Baued oniribstomhnlllevels were adopted to be
anthorized within the Theater,

Tate in goteber tho sase Jeoob at Fupen opsrated under a severs handlesp

using opan storage for waren e Heavy tralfic plus consbent ralns evenie
wally made operations in Lae sud inpossivle. After eonsideraile search, bullde

ings werse locgted &b Dolnain, Pelolws which could house the Buse lenot com-

yletely with its Opbical and lepsly Bectioms, Bin Bteck Sectlon and Warehouse

Section. The Depob wag uoved, il the change afforded greater profectlen for

supplies in sdéition Lo lnereasin: the operationel efficlency ol the depob.

Aoy hoswitels setbing vp in tndldings for the Dirst time found reguiree
menha for muway supplies and 1voalr services nob aval lable through normal. swpe

ply charmels. Por such itesms, local orocuresent was sxtensively euployved and

centrally aduinlstrated fron Lo Jamy Surgeents office through the Purchasing

and Conbracting officer. To reliove the incressed lator bnwden, civilisns ware
alas employed,

In dovesber, the lrensportasion problem dn the rear resmined ascube and
ghirments of replenishment epiock wers far below requirements. Azainst 2 minde
TUE iauL maintenance mwopulre 2nt of 12 tons or 360 tons for a 30 day period
anly & toms of supplise were Drouht foreerd.  Such lrregularities In replenighe
sent stock mads operatlions mosl JilTiendd and the general supnly situation in
regpect o stock levels ;5nfe:nggmma.;bn{:gr deteriorated Ho sn unsatisiagiory OO

dition. dany ltems regquisitionsd bub nob recelved wers atbributed to the pore

sigtant Cosmunication Zonw rrobless. of firsd, being unable to get the necessary
prdopity to unlead eraft laying ollishors, and secondly, the lnability to ogbbain
suf feient trangportation te nove pupplies from rear (heach and port) depots to

advanced decots in suppert ol Flret Army. In addition sany shiosments leaving

Comsunication Zone depols were never recelived within Army. This condition o

isting for aporogimately two norths resulied in the scoumulation of over LOO

zero stock balances,.

o relieve thiszs situation drestic actlon was taken. Direot copunicabtion

was eshablished wWih the

o the Chief Surgeon. The Consanding 0fficer of
the Army ¥edicil Depot Compeyy, personally vislted Paris teo adjusht Army due-in

records in coordinetion with fJowamication Zove shipning reeords and thereby

| IR
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the vesr since the situabior 8id mt Hhls Yowii@tdireliance on rail transw
poertabions Shiprents of critdcal Lie s were expedited by Comunication Zone

uwaing hosviial trains and aly brens oobs  fJenerally, shordages Llsts were rew

dugced and with a steady strean ol r-iienisiment ateck being received, Lhe
general supply situation Luproved. \ivance Sectlon, Cemmunication Zone we=l09
becane oporational in Liege at “hils time and greatly alleviated “he overall
supply sitwation.  Continued imyrve ent wae noted during the labter part of
November and through the lst parit ol iscesber until the supply cloture w&:a.namal

and healihy. .

i)

Ce . The germsn Counteroflensive a . the Drive to the Roer River (35 Dee 194k -
22 Peb 19L5Y.

ag the erasn counteroflenalve developsd durdng the second and third weeks

Ly was preconbed with two problems.  The flrst was io

ol Decesber Yedicsl Sup

insure cemplete support to the A oie defensive actions le.e.; to revloce the

etuiment losses and to seet the Lrorvassd demand for expendable m
The second was o renove depot mions Irom areas that were threatensd by vossible

anemy alvanceSe .

ua o the 1*@1&% advnroe of Lo wneny, divisionsl and other wnite were
foreed to abandon much of thelr ;odicdl equipment and required 1003 replace-
venbe in several cases and lesser degrees of replacexent in others.

Various é:wéy units Including twe evacuation hesplialz and unils of two
Figld Hemspitale required the cam lete replacement of squipsent for twe field
hospital hospltalization unite sud ueny major items of equimm’h.:

vwery eflort was mede to quickly determine the awtend of losses in medlcal
squlgment and supplies., Divislons aud hosplials were persormlly visited by

representatives of this olflce and arrengscents were nade o insure inediate

& of needed itens. For a short serlod of tise, units wers neritted

mi}lﬂﬂ%z

to deaw directly upon depobt yHDY located ab Lisce to relieve the ix

arsy ingta llations.,

et of

goncurrent with the probles of re-squipliug medisal units, the o
Aramy dunve away from sones of posalble enewy action had te be accanplished,

When the eneny olfensive begen the lsse levot was locabed ab Dolhaln, Pely

the Mrst Advance Sectlon was al Dagtosne, Delgium and the Second Adveamce



gection at Yalnedy, E‘»‘el@im. 1&2’2%‘%@?@ in the ares iumedl
53

ety threatened by the eneny, moveaser: of them was lupsrative. oy infiltratlr

\
trucks into yamedy, the entire stosk o Lhe Second Advance Sectlon al Bastogne,
Relgiun, encounbered more diffioully & . woving. WVhen 1t was laarned thab

neghomne was tureatensd, eupty asbtulo cos returning to the rear ware co mandered

and itens . ritical supply wers >de A8 wuch a8 possible was evacusted to

Igbin, selgius by this asthod. Howewoyr, even this position was thresined and
the section was ggain foreed to withdrorg golng to Garlsburg, Belglum. One
snall conbingent of this seoblon in Tasltogne, was surrounded, with a few Long
of supplies, bubt continued Lo supply troops Diphiing within the city wnlil it
was relieved., This sechtlon was poon toved from Cerlsborg, Belglum, and jolned
the Rase Secticon at Dolhalin, Tn ednpliance whih orders from First fyny Gel that

a1l mejor supply ingtallatlons withdraw to the rear of the Ly ares, the Hase

Depot was moved to DRsse Warve, he sntire move was accomplished by

e

raile

Depot stocsks up to this tise had coen heavily draiped. The cooperablon and

orWaATd Compnunlos zone depods helped Iy

the snlarved dessnd for supplisg.

Theg Tlrsh Advence Sectlon assumsil lgsue res; i 24 Delhaln, Delgias,

with stock heavlly augoented to meebt thoe expected inereased lsad, A lavel of

s

during the peried, A larpge mreontige

approxisateldy 300 long tons wag carrld

I thde was represented by B/5 iteus. '‘he Base Section, mowvin

into army

rasarve,
was ézz:cm;}&mi@d by bhe Optiedl and Depfle Section. The Blood Ranbe Detachnment ro-
mained abt Uolhaln te supuly those hosplials overablog well i"“i“"t!d‘l"ﬁ

Bvery effort was made to restore all wndits o 100% T/% mmng h in mediesl

ihems. In spite of abmoreoal issues, stook levels resained satislaciory., nits

were instructed to imventory thedr ew

at and Lo requisition shortages througs

the Army Surgeents OF im%* In this wos losses could bt replenished {ram available

devoh shocks or shipments expedited fron Comunication Jone.

mee sstablished ab Busse Warve, the DBese Depob began a general atogk g
plenlshnent orogram, ealling heavily on devots w09 and mll37. With the hasticel

gituation onge again fully under control, the Bese Devet prepsred o reburn to

o
wd

Nelhain. Sone difflculty was exerienced in oblaining sullicient goods wagons to

effect the trensfer in ore move. However, cheiacleos were removed and ropree



sentatives of the 25th Reguldting viulidn BedembanTed the trains to insuve

thelr sofe and prompt arrival. Oncs “he depot was sstablisbed, noral depod
Tungliong were resused. '

The Fireh advance Sectien, beln . religvsd of lzsue respongibiliiy st Dole

v ol the Army left flank. The Seeond

hain, woved o Fraand, CGermany, in gus

wi Lfor approxisgiely twe woeks and then

Aidvance Sechion remained at Buy, Bel.
returned to iis former Jocalblon ab valiedy, Peloluu.
The month of Februsry was devoled to Army build up. denerally spealding,

Llaguas were Jipht W th depot stocks adequate to meet bhe denande Stocks

carried by the advance gectlons each oversged 50 long tons. This level was

madatained by dally regquisibloming on “he Base Dump.



SEATOTY wﬁ‘dﬁf%%ﬁ
A, PURSUIT PHASE. »

In this phase the hospitals and profeeniomal pamdmwl wers. enbering the third
month of combat ewperience, The surgleal swevice had avallable, well-stalfed, ex-
perienced hospitals and an adequate mumber of qualified gsurgicsl teams, ; As a8 ro-
guld of this experience, the following observablons are noteworthy:

ae The mqmimz‘aenté of & pood ary noticel service are not alone the nogse-
ssion of experienced hospitde staffed with quelifisd surgeons. ,

by The capacity of a hospital te care for g heavy flow of cagualities sheuld
not be d&@mm@d by the nunber of vacant beds that can be nade svallable throurh
evacoabion or by inersasing the bed eanacily. The munber of avallaehle personnel
ig of equel importance and sust be augmented throushout, Yove admi gistrative per-
sonnel, more mivses, ward officers, surcgeons, and even litter bearers have to be
pmvicieﬁ;

Ce {?;;zﬁez# she wregcure of 8 large and sogtained flow of casualities clerleal
zaﬁa‘{;&‘m&r increass, ervors of Iudpment ocour and ﬁ:@ﬁié&l carg g less efflcient
throurhouts

de Yhen the nunber of cages awaliting operation in a hos-ltal exceeds the
2l hour capacity of the operating room and 1t8 potential capacity when augmented
by @u‘gim& toams, the indisation exlsts for 3e:z<‘§irzg back withoud defMinitive treat-
mﬁt, patienta who would ordinarily be held in the hosplial.

@, The qality of sediecal care and gurcical Lrestment as well as wmortality
ghatiagtiecs should be jud:ﬁ&d in the lisht of the curveund %mmml gitugtion, and e
number and tope of cammwlitlies belag received.

£, A qualified surglcal team and oood operating rees facilities shonld be

maintained at helding unites and transfor points to eares for the wounded that have
developed cempylications or have been dvproverly selected,
g.“, SBorbing of the minor wounded adwitted Yo Fvacuation Yespitals canmot be
wt&h}i&h@ﬁ an & souwnd basls when evacuation is sporadic,
B, THE éfi@%m‘i&"& LINE
”’i‘his’-?hgsa of the Campaipn®, afforded the first ooporbunities for forward
gurgeons b6 viell Commmiecation Zone Hospitals. As a result of thelr observations

improvements were made in the methods of recording important nrofessional data.



yoes of patients for a

Palicies were chaaced in @i&j?

lovger period. Among these were paticnts with chest injuries, vagcular in;}mias s
badly aqégﬁwm,t@d aafsag;cmlefé fractures oo fever (temnerstures over 1009 Y.

V 3;55.’&1 the enset of winter, cold injwry to the extremities made 1ts a-pesrance.
The orofessional cars of trench foobt o najoy nroblem was orpariged wmrding to
the following plon, |

(1) 411 ecasmes of trench foot showing marked objective sisng such as censrane,
dleecloration, blisters, marked edema or infection, were evacuated bo genersl hogpe
itals,

{2} A11 other cases wers Leansforom! to the 91sd Nedical Cas Yreotrent Babhge
llon which wag desimated és the conter Cor the atudy of tresch foot.

(3) After completing sn 8 to 10 doy treatment abl the center, ambulatory vablents

were sont to the sonvalescent hosolital vhers they were relitted wlth larger shoes and

zaloghes, siven exercises, prescribed woelle and, finally, close order drill hefore

veturn o duty.

.

ot were held in covons and diviaion clear—

»

(LY 411 cames of guspscted trench [

3

ing statlons untll objective manifestatlions of 1

the conditlon were sulllelently obe
vious to jJustify the diagnosis of tranch oo Txoerience had alrea’y estahlished

the fact that sven with very gradual warming of the feeb by evposure to benperaturs

of 65° - 700 s the condibion would beoono obviouns within the Piret 2L to L8 hours,

Thig method of fmggmzen% wag of definite walue In thet a proximately 7.9% of the
cases oould he Mtdmec’ to duty as having had a misteken dlapmosis, that is, cold feet.
&8 a2 remlt of obhservation and szperlence wiith treneh foot, the f‘ol'mwim;g conclusions
weére reached:

{1} That the prevention of french foob and the exeeution ;.f nravantive measures
is & command functlion which can be stlemmlated and checked as to 1ts effestiveness
iy medleal oflicersa.

{2) That the gystem of holding those caszg at the vision level is the mosb
efflelent way of assuring the early return to duly of cases with o0ld Teet, 2t the
saie time, the treatment of the establivhed cases iz not serlonsly “elayed or lme-
saired,

(3} That the return to duty of the minor cases which are the only ones held

in arep hag bean, on the basis of 1000 coses, soroximatelyr as followss
amgy ) s i 7



Cold feet and retulasd Lo suty 75
Sorted by evacuatlon-hos»itals Tor center 200
Sorted by center for convelescend hospitel 160
Returned to duby from convalescont hogpital 14O

Total 215

s

{LY That only the minor cases should e held in Army area, Of these, approxe—
imately 20% can be returned to duty.
Recurrvent Trench Fool.

Up to 1 Jamuary, L% cases o7 recurront trench foot had beeu revorbed,
only 8 of the h2 oceurred among patienis wio had been treated at the center and re-
turned to duty throush the Lth Cenvalescont Hospital.
¢, PHASE OF ENEMY COUNTER ATTACK

Professional care of patienta durin: the phase, was confined to oreparation for
gvacuation of all transporteble patients 3 the definitive treatmerd of all none
trangportable cases, It hadg not been nosiible to svaluate aﬁ.i}»‘ the effectas of this
vhase upen the professional care of batilc sasvalilies, |
D. THES ALLYED COINTERATTACK,

le At ﬁ&sﬁ, when field hosoitals verc forced to returi fo tentags, winterised
tents were not avelleble for all units 1ot the ?gati@z;'%;a auffered fev 111 effects,
poer *wsﬁimf;ary infections among surgical patlents were no greater than the in~
ereased rate of respiratory disease apon; =1l pergonnel, Pulmonsry complications

‘were attributable to the natural exsow.re of casualties before they reached hosnitols.
The necessity for hospitals 40 wtilize tents instead of buildings was short Lived.

2. The chigf mliaatim during this peried was the high izwmmée of trench
foot and Prost bite. AlL battle casualties had to be carefully exmnined for ewiérmm
' cold injury to the i‘eafb. Plaster casis applied “or axtrenity wounds were hrizsvzxed
g0 a8 to permlt observation of the fest vimever trémh faob or frest blie was msxwv
pocted.

3, The differential diagnoais betw trench foot and frost bite invelved the

problem of the award of the Purple Hesrht., Clinieally the €lfferentisbien could
seldom be made, Acourate disgnosie hined upon the degres of chilling., Patients
exposed to temperatures below freeming uers Wy directive disgnoged as Irosh bite.

Le On 23 Jauary a meeting for digoission of the trench oot problem was called
at the office of the Chief Surgeon and gus atbtended by the Surglcal Consultant, lere
it was learned that the nmanagement of Lronch Joot as set forth by Pirst Army and as

previously deseribed in this report had heen adophted hy the other armles of this
$hr b v



Be NI PROFISSIOGAL POLIGLES UGE ALY w@w% “Wm:g‘ THIS
HE ““fis%fmf}'
ae Vaseular Surgery.

{1} Tn an effort Lo improve the resulis of treatment of patients wi
main arbery riawa;*m to the extremities a vosoular elinie was set up in the L5ih
Beracuation E{mﬁpﬁ.tﬁ,‘ One surgieal team Tron the 3rd Auxiliary Burgical %mm wWAS
att&ahe%;ﬁ o this hospital to treat these cnses, Svecial record forms were gbent-

1lled for Iccal use and for distribution o other hospitals., Additional eguipment

in thm form of olastie tublng and esclllo eters was obtalned in mufficlend quan-

tity to besin the same study in the Znd “vamatieon %?m;ﬁiml. To date the resalis

&

gig for sounclugicna, It ney he ore~

are encourawine ‘ub too neager to w:»rr e

dicted that some lmwroverent will Sollow b 7 nothing of a vevoluticonary nabture

‘%

iz expected,
Yo Dellulose Acetate Nauze.
N 4

{1} Another addition to the wur wong arnanentarize was obtained dn very

il ted Qa,,ammw; %miy, ahsorbabls ransolsellinlose mm&t&z} whileh m L be used

ag a hemomtatic asent Lo oo trol hemcrrhore from sources weontrellable Ly suture,
much ss lecorations of ‘%11"11'1'3} or l,raﬂmzsj‘. T adiition to having hemoatatic nrover-
ties Lm haume is absorbable and can wiih H&}uﬂﬂ"&f ba mtured in place or Laft
a8 a licht nack "s?ﬁli 1 does not require siequent removal., The value of thils sauge
ig fafrly wi:all sstablished but 1t is not ot In mass pre &uﬂifirm.
¢, Hanarement of Pablents with ol nilicted Wounds,

(1) A new directive wiich requires that S.I.Y. patients be held in Army
Hadleal Tnstallstions pending the deternicomtion of thelr line of duby statug by the
forwaid medical wnits called for some revisleon in the »lan of mensgenent for those
cages.  To meeb e situsatlion san s:mthmmail:m surgeon from the J3rd Avciliazry Surglesl
Group wea abtached to the 9iab Medieal Cam Treatnent Batitallon to supervise the sare
of these cases, especially the cases thal must be held for more than a week after
definitive treatment. {.}@ﬁmn categorliey of cases that can not be held without
Jeopardizing life or wejudicing ressvery were defined., Individusl natlients who
may Jevelon complieationz which bring them into thls catesory will be seen by this
afficer before gvacuation, In additlon delayed primary closires vay be acoomplished

wader his sunervision., A nroegran for astive ~obtion of doints and general ohysical

exercises was carried oub.



de Physlowtherapy Unit.

{1) tnem direction of the Army surgeon s ssmlI physio-therapy unit was
gtaffed and equipped to provide ultra-vielot, infre-red and Swedigh massare treate
ments for gtaff officers as well as paltienis,

B. TOTES ON PROVESHIOHAL CARE APPLICARLY () ALL FHASES OF WARZARE.
le Sorting of Wounded for Treatment nd Bvscvation in the Army Zone,

a, Sorting is an essential Punction of fovward surgery. It facilitates
treatment and evacuatbion. Un the accuraey with which sorting iz accomplished,
will depend the lives of the sericusly wouwsded, the cochat status of the 1ivhily

wounded, and the e Tielent smployment of (he heooplials in esch sureical cchelon,.

2

be There sre two kimds of sort
{1} The growing of eases fov transpord to the v@gr hos <4tale,
{2} fThe sorting of patlents within the hospitals Pov treatment
and for evacuabtion, |

¢o To accomplish the first type of srouplng, the responsible officer
should heve & clear understanding of the lunetion of sach medical installation,

a grasp of the current evacuailon policy and an averese derres of clinical Judmment
and comron Senss.

‘dy  To accomplish the second tyoe of sorting, the sorbting o Tiver should
poggess & hlgh quality of suprpleal Judgwent based on ewperdence. In addition, he
whould mow the capacity of his ovevating thester and the qualifications of the
surgleal teans avd Individuel surgeons so as to arrenge the Jgiribubion of the rore

sericus csses to the wore experlenced tesrs. He wust be eapable of rartd work and

Jdgment and aocpreciate the -ongtantly shilting standasrds by whiech to judoe the

distrivtion of cases. In short, he should be the most evperlenced offiger on the shteff
@, There is a dlfference of oplnlom az to where the iret sorting of

caguslties should be dona. In the First U.8, Arviy, the focal point for sording
is st *i:hé apex of the dlvision in the divisien ::I’L%ﬁu; station where casualties
are divided into four (L) sroups destined Yor difforent unitas

(1) Idchily wounded, Those whose injuries are so minor as to allow immediste
retarn to duty are held here Tor treatment,

{2) Svwecial Center cases.

{3} ‘tYonetransporbables, The wrivary vurpose of aorting of wounded ab thiwg

nolint i to divert the non~iransport hles to the field hospital vhich is the



3

iisive ghtdivi s doffe.

{} Transportoble hattle casualiles destined for evacuation hospitals.

forthest point Torward @ which §

T+ 7The nuo-trensportable sas«:em' ars those witht
€1) Continuing hemorrhage uncontrolled Ly first-aid measures.
(2) Wounds of the abdomens
(3) Vounds of the chest which are serious and produeing respiratory
Alatresgy
{a) largs sucking woundg
{b) Stovewin chest k
{¢) umessive intra-thoraric hemorchare
(LY Trengethoracic or asbdowino-thoracic wounds, These were often
divvienlt to diamosge withoult w-ray and were s&aag&iaﬂam;? mlggede
(8} Extremliy wounds withs
{a) Serious Lmairment of hlood supply or with tourniguet
in place, (0} Trawmatic asputotlions, '
(@) Sus ected pas rangrene,

5

{8} Pgbients with corpound fractures of

%

the Temur and patlents with
mltiple wounds who resain in shoek and whose condition cannot be made sultable
for bransoort.

Ze Sorting of patients within the hosplial,

(1) In the recelving tent of the svecumtion hosmital, 21l petlents were
~dmitted and farther sorbed bWy the receiving officer for agsignuent to the following
wardse

{a) Shock waed, A1 patients who need resuscitation or were
urgentliy in need m“f SUrEery. 4 tils werd, 21l means for combating shock were
agsenhled,

(b} Pre-operative ward. Thome who need purgery bub not urgently,
This class of patlents constibtuted the bull of the work in an evacustion hospital.

(e¢) Evacustion wards, Those wio could travel back o recelve
&afini*tiéé treatment In the next sursical echelon, It must be realised that all
walling wounded are not slizhtly wounded cases.

{d) sedical wards,

£2) Sorting for oneration is the nost Aiffleult of all sorting.

.




{a) The order in which vatients were semt to the operating room was
deberpdned by the condition of the patient mon aﬁm sion, the extent of the wound
‘ and 1be cotentisl complications. The selcotion was made Yy an exnerienced sureson
with mature :gﬁgym‘iz; in a Tield hespisal ' v i;hé leader of the sarsical team, in
the evacoatlion .‘mépﬁﬁ:ﬁg' by the chiel of 'he surpical service,
(b} iIn the aeﬁ.& etion of patient: lor operation, the Impertance of nre-
aperative study and vmmmﬂm lon mwet bot oo lost sight of, Bach dndividual case

recelved sooarate mwaiﬁw with wef‘wame o the surgical urgency of the ‘#"Mi?ﬁis

h}m degree of shoek and fi reguonse Lo roseliation meagures. - The hizh orlordd p 4

7 |
cases were those withi | {

;

/2. ldn oveasionsl mixille-facial infory with severe obstruction

ﬁ*}ﬂm“ﬁml&@ﬂ havsrvhape, which mst he g z}wmad By SUrgetT¥e

'qaﬁmci tracheotony or relief,
/

to the alrwsy whick

Y

E&Wmﬁay wounds - ith major arbery damare or masslve miscle

damagze of i%,rmazw.

li ?*mrmaaabdm&imﬁ wonmnds

Jroocty

Mm‘iﬁmmﬁ, wounds ‘mst be gbtempted as soon az thelr cone-

Cheot wounds, Profound physiclocie distarbances could

ugually b@r Fm’t&-@néﬂ& by such messures az needle aspiration of alr and 7’:».1&{:&’3, ine
gertion a:f a xmtw' valve for pressure wm:eazmmw&x, agniration of tracheo-brom-
chial zma, mﬂmmw‘el@mro of sucking wounds, novasaln Injection of intoreos stal
spaces m:% Y et mmz‘@py. Chest cases ~“woved of most interest 3s to when to
imm&m&.

ji. Hajor or malilple compound fractures were early priority

mae as were mufi of malor jJjoints,

fr'

3. I mﬂ% be realiged that the sbove Llisting of hi-h priority cases is

EX

“not intended to comvey the lmpression that all cases in one category were sent Lo
the operating room belfore sy cases are selecied frowm the nexb group. The listing
isonly a culde to oriority. The time of the overatlon was Jdetermined by the sone

|
dition ef the individudl case, ‘any natients had a combination of wounds,



Priorities will change wlth chim@cg sn the ATNents=m cshoitlion, but the less
s

geriously wounded can not sanbisue Lo 1o helr oriority ab the threshold of the

operating room,

(LY In the shock ward, as riore, the grav:{’ay aoff each patient's cone
dition wag agsessed on cliaieal 3’ to.  olturerents of hWlood volume and debermine
ation of valves for plasme probtein, el in, ved cell count and volume and hemas

wh in the First Army, auch laboratory

toorit readings give valunable lal

ced om oa sulficiently larze nunber of

data have not yeb been complled and co;

the guaniity of blood or the speed of

patients to serve as p bagle far detir

transfusion remired for & oiven casc., e first abttempd to conduct such studies

wag sade during & pressurc peried wdwn cnsoolties were so heavy that the Investi-
.

o leod and plasma rather than saking de-

pation officers found

tached obgervations, A sesond av fog & Iull was move suscessful,

{a) From a peactlcal ooiot of view, when & patlent in shoek fails

to resvond to enerzetic resuscltatinn scusires, 1t was recommended that the patient

he re-cxamined on the assumption Sinuing vrocess existe which mey ¥

renediakle only by surgerye Ssarch wos e Jor evidence of coneealed hemorrhage,

mechaniesl ddatwrbances of the cardic-rcs irabory mechanism, increasineg intracranisal

pressure, soreading peritonitle, or -8 rarene.

4

{v) On the other ! fen & pablent responded to resusclbatic

neasires, 1t was lmporbtant fo time U tion go that the gmtigzxt J3id nob pass

Y owas Alificult and often impossible

the weak of improvesent. Ouce nast

to attain the same degres of reaponsn, | > pressure periods, delay mey mean 8

lo#t opoortuity for selecting the -piiawm time for surgery.

(¢} PFrom the olindwal viewpoint, 1t wes recosnised that reneated
obgervationg of the blood pressure and nulse should be made and recorded, A single

reading nay be very migleading. Pulae volive nay be more important than nmulse rate.

resrire sounds with respiretion suso-sst

Gollapged veins and luctuations of b

25

inadequate restoration of blood valuwre, T .rndng and changing the position of a

patient in shock may be followed hy a & hane for the worse, Conversely,

rest ig beneficial and warmth, not exter: 211y applied heat, Wt sloply rebbing a

2

patient into a worm room or tent afier o osure bo 20ld was delinitely worthwhile,



(5) At the otma@&g@a;ggj~xe‘§é§§§ ﬁgﬁ%rggnay were the less
geriously wounded, The ackual disposal of ‘hese cases will dewend uvon factors of

a logiambizal rather %m wipely nrofessic nature, A% tlnes of oressure, there
nevar were enough front line hogpitals Lo - wve lomediate and M1l medieal atbtention

to all Wmndad. Consequantly, hospit iz wore evacumbed of such patients as a

cavelful exan muz’am indicated as transports le wder the condltions Imposed, When

siohied 2h hour capecity of the operating

the muber of ceges swalting operetlon ap:

theater or 1te pobtential whent sugmentod Ty the addlition of suepical besss; the ine
dloation exiasted to hy-pass, that 1s wo s on witheut deflinitive treatuent, all

eases that could safely travel, provided U ase cases recelved surclcal treatment

earlior at the next hospiial to the rear. ~he opinion that o send away noperated

cages 18 a confession offuilure le a nendllostation of false wride.

{a) Sefore sending on ouch o s They wers fed, hydrated,

and glven the indleated penieillin therapy. ¥Ye have not fwnd it feaspivle to give

penicllling, plaswg or bleoed transfusions v ile patients are being transporbed in
ambuliances,

{4} ‘The ewbent o which by-assing was used is reflectod in the

following statieticesn:

Hognital  Peried (Inel) Patile Cas. Totul Surg. By-passed Paresnh
Admdtted Prasounres cases By-nassed

Znd Yvae 16-19 Yov ‘UL Lo 296 203 L0482
_5th Bvae 16~19 Nov *hh 31 135 246 57.2%
L5th Evae 16-19 tov thi 602 26l 338 56,0%
128th Tvae 17«19 Yov 'hl 916 b3k Laa 52,84

Tobal £l hospitals) L0 e .
Total (2ad,5th & L¥th B.H.) 1632 e %p@? %;::%%%

Gy Iy
Hotes ﬁmi, uté; and L5th Evacustion citals received only litter natlents aflter
1500, 17 lfic;ve:ﬁmbw.' 12304h Bragouaiion Hogpital reseived wnly wﬂf::}x r natlents
after 1500, 17 Noveder. 2271 coses wore aduiited to these fonp (1)
osoitalyg from 1500, 17 Jdovesber to 2400, 19 Hoverber, of wiich 1167

(51,68 ywere walling.

e ﬂrting of J:"Oﬁ tmape

in the ary 00,

(1) Since vepld evacuilion was a tactical nescsaliy, the sorting

of post-operative cases Tor evacuatilon to remoral hosoilels in the rear or fo ihe

» officar Tust ovalnate the

UK went on conbinuously. Dbwlously the sviouay

N —



condition of the individual satient in Lorme of the ordeal which he faces,
The meeng of tranrsnort and tirme—iista oo to the next hospital are factors
which inluenced his decision. In all ases, the opdnlen of the opersating

v evacuated without his sancilon une

surgeon was respected and no pati-nd w
less evacaation was by command decisi: v, Surgeonsg were Xepd nosted as to

ex-ried by the v v of cases, otherwlac the hosvitals,

the ~regsure &

in some situationg, illed with cases marsed not to he

cracnated. Surceons were alse reminded on and optimps wosh
operative care of a wingle cage myy o

{2} The decision for evacu tion of posh-overabive cases was as

far as possible left to clinieal Junderont, bubt experience demonsirated the need
for establishing policles which vesulotod the length of time cerdain types of
cages were held after operation. The roceassity for an arbitrery policy of this

aeneral

type firet became apparent on the basls of revorts emanaiing from the
hospitals in the UK comcérning the abdorninal cases, Moy of thegse cases were
hedng trangported too sarly and arvived in poor conditiem, A5 a result of theao
reportd, the poliey was »ut into eifest that all gbdowinal cases would be held
for & mindmum of tem(10) dave resgrdless of climioal factora.

{(3) chm' palicigs of a move gesneval pature served sy suides o
the selection of patients for evacuation, for exsmrle:

(&) Chest cases having undergone thoracctony or debridenart
with closure of sucking wounds were held anitil the am*fﬁq}umégaimmw funetlon
was stabilized and theve was no rapid meaccumilation of blood or fluld,

‘ (b} Extremity cases with wain artery dasmes or leopairment of
cirenlation wore detained for dbservation until a definite decislon was roached
ag to the viahility of the lirb and the necessity For asmputation,

{e] Eracuadion of newrosvrslical cases thal still remiire
parenteral or tube feedling was avolded,

{d) Tracheotomlzed nalients were detalned for lnsbraciion in

the care of ine tube, Hherwise they were to be accorpaenied by an atlendant,



(@) e Sethhe woatd %&“ﬁﬂ&l’md iisions to make congarnyg

the lightly wounded, It is axiomatic In itlitary surgery that the 1ishtly wound—

UIAE

imlt sed by the current evacy

el who can return to duby v on

nolicy mist be he«m in a conw Temn the evacuatlon nolicoy is restricted

to ten (10) 4ays, the tondency is to b catients who actually veculre a much

longer convalesconce belore they can o rolurned to dubty; for examnle, patlents

unds of the ruzcls o0 a exbtresnity wove ready

with venetrating

ten (10} daym. So-called ten £10Y dar v cases were sent to & o

hosyital after recelviag definitive troociwnt in an evacuation

hoanital,

{2} “hen »all. iy wers belng evacuabod to g holding
an a beaeh or near an alvetrlpy rather an dlrveetly to a general hosplial, 1t was

wieal

nesegazry to maintain adegiate operatiny woom facillitles and a gualilied

teanm at the holding wnit Yo care lor 'hoe wrunded who develoved sirpical complica~

i,

(L) #istakes in the sels !

n of cases for svasuation were quits

furnigh inforation as

apparent vhen viewsd from the rear, onm wepibals can
to how well the Tnrwapd wdts were wortlny, but uwnfortunately, the orportuni
for forward surremns to vislt the goneral fogpitals for navsonal ohgervation of

thelr cases came late in the campalemn, . the u&z‘l‘f @ﬁax»aa, they learned from re—

ports that were sent forward. Lader, Jurlng gilet times, visitz to the senepal

b

auenitals in the next sorpleal echelon wosrs arrvanged,

2, Flaanms =zl Blood Trangiusions.

2 Tardly in the campaien, the guestion was raised as to whether

bt be vesuscltated equally well

o

trdngfusions were belny ~lvan Lo antn vho =

with plasma. 7o answer ady of the treatment of shock in fleld

and svacugtion hogpitile was nlanned with Lie Cole Zollinzer of the Chief

“"1
a
&
<
g
J
.>
i
g
o
il

Office, Shock teams from seonersl hosy raommel ware sant Lo

where they collected data on the ratio of nlasma to whole Blood slven In the shock

wards of forward hospitals. A swsmary of the Inforoatlon

Zollinger's report showed that the rail alagsa o whole blood siven in evage
uation hosoitals was 1.3k to 1, and 214 Voss tals 1 to 1.63.

&t the hatialion ald station,.

b, The administration of o

wr W



4 L7/ thilitated ag the Zield or evacuation
hospitals ;. but 8 Sew patients recelved Ylood transiualons in the clsaring stations.
The mi%ui Sotlowed was to carry resuscitation mzi;;r to the peint which will
permit mafe transportation of the patlent to & hospital ingtallation. IY was hee
lieved that the psal of resuscitation should be attained “or the ™rst tiwe at the
hospital whare surgery was available,

¢, Thb was Aifficult to pive an arbitrary igure as to the amcunt of

individual vatient. Estimates of the

plagma and blsod that should be <iven to an
total muentity required were based on a consideratlon of such factors as the

amount of blood lost, the vresonse of contl:

2 hemorrhage and the nrescnce of

the lunps, In goneral, thoracie casss whowld reeeive »Inod In

fede

swa and in such ration should not be nushed to the

d., Reactiong, N

(1) RNeactions bo the bransfusions of nlasma ocourred. Jn one
ocecastio, 1t was necessary to discontlmie the uge of all plasma of & certain
:ﬁ&:ﬁ:&ﬁﬁ.{:"bxlmu

{2Y Eeactiong from Llood transfusionz in the Torm of a sli-ht
shiver or wlld ricor followed by & rlge of temperature were falvly frequent, Re-
actionsg in the “orm of é severs rigor and a temerature over }ﬁf}'ﬁ” and even Tatal
reactions cocured in waves and the cause was dliflenlt to trace. There is some

gvidence Lo sup

srb the following factors) ervers in tyoing, hemolysia due to
the ugse of bleood thal is approaching the expiration date, physizel changes in

the bload resulbing from freeming or possibly from nob Weepdng the blood at

aptimm temperatores Juring delivery ! 2 depote in the States or UK,

contamination 2s shown by cultursl studles snd the presence of Jyrorens,

o

{3} A cortain incildencs of ria and amuria ooeu

¥

o~

wlt of several lactors among

Anuria was probally a re

mltiple hlood teanafusions, chemotherapy and the d

of certaln winown producks of tissup desbructlion o * shock

e
fe

and low blood nressurg.

(4) Alkelinizmation of pa

hemaslobimurds or

anuris was indicated socopding to directives,



was Sodlwn Clérate which was not

“he drag reconmended

alwars aval lc...ﬂi:“* and which the maiorisr - f patlents recelved In larse guantitles

m Lactate was never avallable.

1 miltinle blood transims

*

“rartongbe wasg used iy Atmwr\nﬂmzsl*r in

As & substitute, a sol tdon of 3od

& fow cases with ~ood resulis,
£3Y Jaundice wae » 4 uneommon.  Lf additional transfosions

use of Iresh Ylood was galsr.

were seceggary Tor Jaundiced maltl

@ Pieultdes o the trensfeion of blo imnesz

This 71 “lewlty was wost -revalent on the

1 the transfusion of U4 blood,

the small bars of ithe

s was attributed do the TN and

4 which was recelved in small

Jotted snd would not flow., The
woical Consultant of the Theatre « orossed the opinion that this bloed did

7 irate solution, The

ast sontalr

g Mlowed Cieotlonable feature

dilutent and 57 hlood,

2, Anacrobie fnfectiona.

ooy

2, obanus 'i,”‘}\)*f‘ afTordesd orplete Drotection of U, S

arainat the development of tobanus.

in a.50 af 311 hattle caswaliles

b, Tas rancrene was lasnog

aluded

IUMEeTy ax

anibals,

Luan Amerdeon casusaltlas, m o6 June

. hisher

1 January 1745, thers were o zas ganrrene, 352 of these orvmirred

4
Ty
Y

in Y. Te trouns. Dusing the sumoer oo wie, July and Auuash, the Ine

sidence wos 0.517 among 54,991 bha tle Tmyring cooler weather n

tember, Jetober, November and Deeca ey, the inclidqnee was 3,566% among

070 battle casualties. The morialit, rate Tor gll cages occurring feom Aure

~F

ust to Decewber was 12,0%,

~.  The dia-nosis of pag cworree was entieely on clinieel Mndinecs
laborniory to make satisfactory anasrobic

rolved uscles Vb oig faly to assune

eaged reoobed as R an Tene wers U rbtakes in lasmosis,

of gas -ancrene iz reserved for true clostrid l swositis,



wonld be conslderadly smaller and the 1 riality rate hicher.

dy A study of -as can rene Lo bo of value re-uired the full time

of & gpecally equipoed morils labovarcy unite The Limit

nersomsl available did not jm‘;'h:‘i.fy their ubtilization wn a rogeare
which involved anyroximately 3 per 1,000 Y. 3. cassaltles.

ag a pronhylactic measure evcert

e, Seram therapy was not u

in & few isolated cases. In splie of e routine tests Tor sensitivl

,3
@
i
bt

sarioud and abt tlmes fatal resctions Tollowed the Injection o anti=ge

the treatment f zas -angrens,

o Popdeillin,

a.  ATter goven months age of ~enledllin in

casualiles, 11 was nob yob posoible to sssay its vael

than clinicel impressions nor abiribute $0 9

credit forowhilch was not ‘n peoh dus bo other fe  TOP enamnle, was roe

duced morballity atiributable to llne, nigue, betier surpary, blood brange

1

in was 4 new fagtor b not the

& -
Loes Or

Toglong, sall
only new Tactor introduced.

Y, Tt wag cbvilous that commarntive resulits cannot

i

srop of tattle cagnaliies as long as an adeguste

dosthedly convriiatted to mindmlzing wound infection,

Tt has not eradlvated a3 sancyene alths it may have

1

the oreventisn and control of ¢logtrld

L was

ovidenca b

honeal o

af? reatpo

the plenral sa~ whers 1t osrelshes

for 96 hoors.  In the oreventlion and conbrel of Infection in all tyoes

penicillin was of grest -alve so long as it wried as o subhatl

guod SArOery.

&

®

mothod of fotramgender injectis

gy Py Tour hours was orac madntal an ovtdsam  lood level,

The Tritigh advocalte the continuous intramisrdar drin sethad as 1

and less painfnl than ﬁwxm eherib-dndeetlan
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{a) "lot wag not 4

stat ong tal Lt was

acent to feld hosoitals so that

by gome clearing staiong when ih

W

the dlood onld be baken over v ry - 7 Uye Ko “lood banks were malntained
t olearing atatliong.

{3) Protextion of the v ond Prog further cont

ation. The

»oamall and when two or dhree of

large Larlisles dressing weg sonetin

are soerimmessd, they bhecome ml,lﬁy 5} ard to handls, Ti wag recowmended

that g lavrer dressing be made avails .,

drogzince

hY  Indsistion UF

and arion of gilphs demge were well

resormen: Y othe local awpli-ation digcontin far the D-dlowing reazms:

{a)} The main danegr Whe potlents were

already taving salpha deugg by meuth & they were nol very well hudrated,

%rm wiu.,m from o large raw ane fe o ide Cased ol urlnavy B

geen. Serondly, the sulphs earmot he voaly Sletribated when 1t was only

gorinkled and uot yabbed in. Bome pario of the wound "wesme caked with

lager and others ot none at all. Thlwily, the sulfonamide cannot vesch the

depthe of the wound when 1% was sprlnl’ in and 1t is in the depths where 1t

ig mogt needed. allys 8t debridemer ; the sulpha was sesn Lo e Ingessrerly

mixed with 4ird and olotbed blood, 1t hod to be roamoved, torother with 311 the
tigmies upon which 1t cowld have had any effeet. It gesned wore efective to

o oaf sulfmanides wnidl the time of debridenent.

o

¢ Moo shert

ration of

 wWas ranerhel

toxin. NHo cage
Heae

Jored savt Tor bransportailion. o the

whole, #3lints were well o »lied in the [ovward area.  In some Instances,
gplints were cavelesaly arplied and ocernglionally no solints have besn anolied

to extrenities with Prastures or exbtens’ve wourds. Turdng the

the cutstadneg deficleney in de vreopretion of casualiies scounrred in cone

4,

neetion with dressing the 1itter, es w

1a1ly the fallure to put o

the patient. ng solints continued e Yte s problem in the w-




T

Thay were %afe only when the satient - 1d be watched zontimioualy and this
wag dilflfioult during evacuatlon., A woll-g-niied Velvesn handa-e was probably
betiter for the majorilty of fractures  * the amer arm. In the lower extresmity,

the ankle hiteh led to preasere noor oals when 14 was el on more ﬁ‘zar B

hoars, After this length of tisme, 1t 0ho:ld be loosoned 1 There is any

guestiom in the mind of the examiner,

7Y Ancuraie recording wlmiiicant deta on the amersoncy

5,

Aong under which the recording

nmirate with the

cal tacs was

i8 zccompiished,
(7Y In the svacustion 7von forwerd stationz, the ) ton trusk
converted into a Lltter ambulance was adispensable. Tt was invonsnicusug,

aptulance cannot e, Ald atations

readworthy, and conld »o where & rs
would e ab a less without thelr "leen 1ialance,®
{2y The nmedical officers f the forwarsd schelon zcquitied themm

1y snd sburacecusly o0 an exasting and often dancerous

gelves vainstaks

tagk, They trested the camialiles Jduring the firet critisal hourg, carcled

out the -rimary teiave, and solved many a hodilenecck, Juccessful evaguution

dependesd lar-ely on thelr juderement ant devoblon. They earned high »ralee,
6. Definitive Surgery.

Pepacsnnel,

{1} Fecommendations Ter chanves and additlons in the T/ of »

E¥S ]

thad by these wdse and discussed Ly the various secliong of

Teal units were
the Army Hureeonte 370ce,  Ho further compent is necessary.
{2Y It was recomnised (ki the ohief 81 0Fimlt- in obtainin-~ well

seledlats to gtaff all the hospltals was the

qualified surweons and surglesl

Iimited number available, but it was a0 obvious that the chlel obstacls 4o the

mposer assi mrent, srompt interchanse or adeuuste replacement oF

ngrgonnel was in the final snalysis coptingent upon rank,

(3} Euwperlence answered “he cusgtion of whether the wost skilled
gur~ieal soecialisits ghonld be placed orward in army hosplisls or in ~oneral
hosoitals to e vear. The reqiiremsmis for Toyward sursery were as Tollows

{a) &

Satae g &l tes

&ﬂr’ﬁ*?zi“Jfﬁaﬁs. Traey:tion hosplials road at least teo fally

1

wiified ancethetliats

to supervise the w individuala,




(1) Heurosurgeens, he b

3 AT,

One in each evacustlon hosplial and dWhros

raguirenente,

{=) }ftha sedic Surgeons,

e placed in
Interior. There 18 1ittle need For an

sense of the word, on surglcal teang.

trained orthover

afch evacuailon hogpital and

(o) “enoral ¢

Al 2 .
of the

and trained

in the apolic

essential on surr

hospital was recon

183
surgeon wag nob m’aec,a in Forwar:
ong waxillo-~f 43:&1 surgean was regul:
sach of three xswwiea,l L8 .

{2} %, Bo Ho To Sualil
was needed in esch evacuation hoanital,

To find

(E’)} his W’*f"ﬁcﬁ_}‘ b Bz

1s The wodel sarglec?

- abdlominal work,

edics and 1s sillled in

d. A bt hlr mal

in bronchogsopy.

ze A sursical n

hospital,

energl hospitels In the "o unications Zone or the

~thogedic surgeon,

Se “‘he comeetie type F
supe e

n each

team for Plrst Arn

ted ane

prae slthey on the

al technl-iluns

gk

Lats should

moat skilled arthonedd

Zone of the

n the civilian

senation hosslials cach need one

windmm reo: wils were one o

Mled in sbdowinal

at ares

7

ag of 2lssher gasts wers

a2 hogpltalsy four ner evasistlion
wlastio

. One oral surgeon dental) and

vaeuation hoswital, o1

sohithalnolasists we e Lo few. e

e BT surgeon her evacuztlon hos—
ne T 3 i raeuation h

e woeopon guallified in both was rare.

w7 was as follows:

aursesn whoge osrimary in

g

nad

Jagter,

atiat with additional trainin-

m or orovided by the

enlist=d ~en

r trained

Py



i

depending upen whether the toam was

2. Svecialist Toa
Sy tlh TN

g

seiving in 8 fleld or an evac: dlon hosplt

staffed evacuntion hospitals, the only

a2l.

spacialty teans nesded were thiee o roleal snd three mexille-Tecial teans,
Se Anxdliary Durcicnl lroups.
ae Teport lwe Do submitbed,

(i)

installations {zensval hospitals

The Policy of ep

i

e
farien e

with astive hosnitals aszuresd the o

in times of stress.

sapgonnal
Fe UX WL TETS,
1. Introductlion.
d. <he followinz r*zsmmutn.» *
intanded 1o raflect the experlence -7

- personnel from dnactive zedical
evacuatlon hospiials) for tewmerary duty

ctive uwbilize

o
¥

tiong, and statistlcal data are

ha first United States Avmy in the

2oy

application of the surgical principlas | .corporated in the ¥Mawwal of Therany,
Ho sattemmt has hesn made In the dis @si mig to deal completely with sach sulbe

Jacte

2¢  LeBay
#e Flold Hospitals have con
watt et only one tradned radlolosdot
vl
b.  Gwvacuation Hospltals nee
personnel for twenty-lour hour daly.
{1Y " The Y-Bay deparitment

nace with sureery snd evaciatlion when

shortly after the hospltal oomed nov

after 1

a vpesk-load of pasualiles dsy
sy relieve this sitwation.
ragorted to fluorosco o ewaminatiors

" In the first U, S. Army,

faz Treatment Pabtalion Wrere u3s8 ag
and for the cace of SI¥ts,

Two moblile T-lay uniis were

1.

Fithout Th

necansar;”

v E-Ray s

e hogpital.  There was no roblem of

clditional eguiqment ag well as nore

S evacnation hoepitals conld not keep
“Lore was oa larcg numbor of admissions

aontimied to-receive

o the hospital

ation of all svallshle medizal

tioment in esch hoswitalisdgtion

#os  Hebhile ZeRay unibs were used to avold

i &

aasistance, the T-Bay denariment

iy T
AEED

dis noges to

wrepcomg the bobtle-nechk,

W t‘u’aﬁ companie
& oonvor loreoenrbain nedital edgns

i ndrmam

aravide there oo

1 had no X-fay squipment nor sersonosl.



radiolavic facilitics which left only onc nébile unit to service all evecuiion
hospitals, Uhree sobile wmits were needed Tor an army. Teguisiti ng for T-Hay
equisment and pergommel for tols wa’t were submitied,

de  The suoply of I-Ray filmg wog becoping critical. Yo -revent loss

of filme and retakes the [Mash-box well 0 of zoking radiocraphs wes lnstitubed.

‘Seg Medical Yews Wo, 17, IPfice of the Sirgeon, Flyat U, 3, Aruy, 10 Noverber
Tobl Y

il & f

3. Anegthesia,

ertion has been mads of necgss 'ty for s8tilled anesihe

Ly

-

Popward surgery--skilled not only In the adminlstration of inhalation, intra-

©guaddlied in the endotrachesl nathod,

%’en«ma and bYlock anesthesia but egpeciall
Training In bronchosc ooy was «5!1 desiralloe

Be  The ressongibility of the ancsthatists was great, Often they had
to adelnister an mesthetic 1o a patient whe needed extensive surcery but wag
at best & moor rigk. Hot imf?x*equmf,iy,! ihey weve called upon to sive anesthesia
o two oatlents ab the seme time. Durine the opesradlon, they spervised the
administration of blood, vlasma, or other ";,m;f.r.«-:mtmns fluids.

oe The velative freguency with which d17ferent methods of anesthegla
ware uged varied in Meld and evacuastion hosplisls.

{1} 4s vepresentative of =wwthods of anesthesis used in "eld
hoapital sursery, the following narcentar g r:ié‘x*:%;vs:é from an analysis of L1311
gnesthoties -dven by anssthetists of Ind .«r‘m:{i.?;_‘im*_f Sureloal Troup Toans are
citeds

Inhalation 24 £ 0% vy endoirach al tube)
Intravencus 358 '

Riack and loeal %
5 yinal Loss than 1L

(2Y In evacusilon hospliala, 2 much lower neysenture Imhalation

anesthegls was used, The gtabtistles wn anesthesia below sre from an svaouation
4

hopsital where 9,712 -stients wers pers ed upon from 2 June 4o 2l December

1‘ 's.‘igg

N .
Tento £ 65
~ry
“fw

+ »
8y
ad Sag
EAT o

Suner
naed Pentothal

[
.
3 s\

3k
g :
“
B
=
#®



{3) Spinal amesthesia fonnd little place in forward surgery.
Tts ’ase woe largely resiricted to oporalions or acute sbdeminal conditions
such mk/mmﬁ/icmm .

(L) Docal anesthesis wis cibensivaly used in neurcsurgery.

. (5) A large mumber of symuihetie blocks were dome for ﬁg@m -

civeulation of the extresities.. | |

&y Bronchogcopy wag éeﬁa o £F of the patients operated upon by
suxiliary surgiosl teams,

Ue' Heuwrosurgery,
e Available Hewrosurgeons.
‘ (1) At the time of the fuvasion, the First Us 5. Army had one

z:wosuﬁgm with ench wvacumtion hospital and three neuresurgeons in the
3rd AuriYiary Surgical Opoup. Two of the latter were on general surgical
teams and the third, Major Walter 0. Huymes, was appointed an an advisoy in
miaaurgw.

7 (2) Subseguent appraisal ol gpecislists in the evasuation
hospltals revealed that three evegusiion hospitals 44d not have well malified
surgeonn in this specially. Tov remedy this situation,; two of the younger
neurosyrgeons from the suxiliary eurgical group were transferved to twe of theso
sracoation hﬁamw and fhe third hagplial wag provided with a newromrgical
t:m uider the leadership of the Advisor in Hm&mrgm*

£3) A decond neuposurgiecl team was obtained from the hth Auy~
iliawy Surgical Group and mﬁweﬁ ugtil Anoust when 4t wag m&sﬂ:}e 40 seoure
the servicns of a neuresurgesn from a s’tan\wéal hoepital to lead a mecond neurc-

surgical tesmm, Persanent transfer of thim neurosurgeon wag mubsequently effetted.

¥, Hewroswrgical Teans.

(1} The number of newrsgurieeng required for an army depends upon the
length of the front more than upon he musber of divisions. Three newrosurgical
teams would Be adequate provided each mm‘r:‘uation haséé.,ﬁal had a competent
nemresurgeon, 9ith only two DEUTOSUrs val teans, the work at times tawed the
capacity of both %%?ﬁ;ﬁ.

¢. Plan of Yspapement.
{1} Before the invasiom, 11 was recognized that certain iypes of

Hrain injuries could uyderse.-definitisve murgere.ss late_as hi-to 78 howes-sfter



thjury., n this basis, a poliey lor by-oassing neurosurzical cases was

worked out with the Veuromursical Sonsulisnt from the Thiaf Sursesn's J9fice,
(See Medical lews Wo. i, Office of the Surgeon, First U, S. Apuy, 20 July

1o4h.)

de  Gringd Gord Injuries.

fusion ﬁ"’iii‘t@d with resrence to the indleations fop
lanincetowy in cases of soingl covrd indurye  The surrent volicy allowed a
Iiveral exsrcize of surgleal Judsement wnd the tendeney has heen to onerate
apon & greater percantare of thess cases than was the nractlce in the early <ays

2 the eantairm,. of this lssue was delayed by

the chanre In the

{2} Raports recelved at 171y Lime indleat«d & hirh incidence of
decuthibus An natients with goinal cord injury. An alr mattress 4o nrotect
the hony prominences was needed and an morovised 'hygzé wade from life preservers
nad heen su-rested,

ae Statistica.

{1) Heurosurzizal cases adiitbed Lo First U, 8, Army hosolials

{6 June 17k te 31 Decexber 10hI0s

ADRIBEIONS ’ CEATHS

Bpgecn S Poabeli
Ho. dof Ho, % of Ho. % of
Total Tobal Tohal

7.2 W7 32,0

702 WY 27T

TOTAL
Head 5
Spine 636 I b ~ '

{2} The following statlatical revort of neurcosurcery in the Tirst

Arsy by hospibal and swrpiesl team Jdoos not include the seses for the wonth of

Decerber. It iz notesorthy that the combined nortality of penetraiting wounds

of the brain is 1hf and of compound frastures of the skull is only 1.98. [See

attached table.) In the last war (1917~18) Cfushing, the master nesurosurgeon,

da of the brain with 113 deathe, s mortality of

{3} Electro-coa wulatlon, suetlon machines snd 1lluminated retractors

were new tools since the last war. Penielllin wnd sulfonamides were new drugs.



These factors enadled better sursery £0 & -errormed.
5. Wounds of the Eye,
4, uvalified ophthalaolo ists vore scarce,  sach evacuation hosoltal

had one, but none had been available for wsurgicsl teans of the awdilliary

gurgical ~roup. At one tinme, eon ra sl was lven to the organization of

"head teamg™ by adding an eye surceon to the neurosursgical or wsxdllo-Tacial

tesng, & vrimary cbetacle was the lack 7 a suiliclent nusber of ophthnlme
sloists to luetifly emcloyment on sich o poart Uime” basis,

be  the ubmost congervation In e emicleation of

the Torward

“hen enucleation was dons ds

grad WRE af

ot of the sursical oro-
cedure for a wound of the orbit, the dis rwaniszation of the svebell wasg sudd
a3 to preclude the possibillty thet the rently shattered eve mirzht he asaved,

eneral surzeons dld nol operd e on ave © 808,

ne The followlng statistics feon the 77T Yeacnation Hazoital ree

congervibive abtiltude toward emoleationny

Rewrvsl of fopels
Wounds reguiring suture of
Hemds requd rifw suture of ;
Hounds reguiring mture of conju Ve,

Younds with intracwlar

B3 WG Y (O

P

{Patients evacuated &b onme For ﬂ'&m:rm}, of fe B,
Founds with intrsorbital forel m mwii @ ot removed
{®giiente evacuated for removal of F. D)

Patients evacustol for aniclestlion

Tmeleation of reming of severely lacersted oyes
Chalazion soerations

WL

fed
e

&

3
;:.;_;
&
Heo

te. The nolloy of leaving danared eyes for emucleation in peneral

hogpitale overlooked the facht that eye capualiles are rarvely Just eye cases.

s

Thgy uwsually had mltiple wounds of the head op other »arbts of the hody.

ze Complete deserdptions of eye injurlesg and “indine by surocons in

the Meld were inviluable.
.é\. Haxillo-Facial Sursery.
a. For the care of ﬁa,\:ilmm*"arw: a1l injuries, each evacustion hosniial
had g narillo-Tacial surgeon and an oral surgeen. In addition, the su-ilisvy

surgical spoun had two maxdllo-su mrical teams whose rinary Juty 18 the freaie

L&l

ment of axilleo-Tacial Injuries din Tleld hosplitals wher

mte non-trarnssorian

rondered the pat! Ainee relntively

cases were operated in Tiedd hrwmd Ladhs oihe cbedrpmmegiied in gvace otlom hospitals



and went Torward -mly on eall from the “leld hesvitals. To nover a wide front,

three rather than two maxillo-facial tea s were needed,

£

B The -rincinles of treatnmont of these mutilating inwrles in ¢

hog~itals wae sutlined in the

in the Pield deserves commenty

£1Y  In the o of treatment, the gorrest iltter

. { fase down) durdne svecuation o svacustion hospiials had nobt always

been Followed,

&3

L patic

for four darys for ing

0

(3) Intrewsxillary

elagtio traction sroved adecuate

of wmardibelar and saxillary fractures.

(LY “dentulous Whles Tered & ~reater »robles, eavecizlly

in .
a

when dentures wsre also destroyed or los-, She use of Rogsr inderson type of

ping and hays had been restristed.

{5) Circumferentisl wirine of the mandible had at tives been
necessary, fractares at Lthe ansle of tho mandible with the twward riding
sogtberlor mandibular fracuent were lefl lop eorreotion in reneral hospitals or
hamdled b elastice tesetion to vlaster begd cip b v meang of 8 stainless steel
wire pagsged thwourh 2 4ritl hole in the hone,

{4) laxillars Trachuress were supporbed b 2 plaster head cap

al arch bar, an acryl

or Kinsgley tyoe snlint, or stainless

attached to a lab
steel vires pagsed through the chesks on elther zids, Some peports Trom the

sctlon to the plaster head cay az a

zeneral hosoitals ralsed cons

very wmcomfortable a plisnce,

(7) A study of statlstics showed that 3.3% o the wounded adnitied

to Firet Apmy hospitals hed vaxillo faclal injurdes. Teom & June 190hL 20 1 Jan-
vary 19k, 9535 maxillo-facial injuries sccurred. The ease fatality rete was
1.4%. (0,57 of thess Jeaths were pre-operative.) Freakdowmn of these stabtistlcs

for talulation Iz A47ficult buit the sepawrate reporits f three evaguabion

hogoitals and of one =axillo-Facial tear are included as reprosentatives

wial o0 Thevany. Aoplication of these orincd wles

s weve seeonsanied by oan atiendant o held
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with slin traction. Une or teo days later «hen the satlient's condition has

improved, the splint is replaced by a -1 ster splca. In the hands of the

seneral surgeon, this method is lesg tive-cunsuming and reguires less moving and
shanging of the patientta ‘}’36)51‘31011.
' ¢o  Comparative statisztics on coonund fractures.
{1} 'the followine teble s ows the total mumber of comound fractures

aduibied by two avasatlon hospliels selectsed ab randon. The operative mortality

iz almost identlcals

L5th Bvae, Al e,
Trtal Cases a3 268h
Toerative Hortallly 0.268 04237

(2} Compovad Iractures »f tie femr shen studied alone show a2 sime~
what hizher gortality:
Li%th Rvac, Sth Bvac.
Total Cases ?lg 225

fotal Teaths . 5

{3} A certain percentare o7 compound froctures was assoclated with
a severe degree of shoeh which made the casualties non-transportable. As none

transportables, they were adnitted to Tield hospitalse The flgures of one of the

more active field hospitels (Tlet Flald 7 apital) show o sueh hicher morbality

rabe than evacuabion hosplial flisures:

maratlions Pogtelp Pogt-Op
Deaths Uortallty

ey and Pelvis 13 12 16,138
Tihia, Mitula and Fout &6 - 12 18,18%
Seapula and Humerus Sk 30
Rading, Tibi

2
hia and Hand 16 0 oo
THAL : IV 28 12.5Li3

funotimed aa 2 noedified evacuatiom

C {a) %hen & [isld hoy):
hespital, the mortality rate was albterod by the fact that beth “transportable”
and "non=tracavortable” casualiles weres adimitted.

merations Post-lp Pasteiip
Deathis Hortality

5.88%

Femar and Pelvis 119 !
¥ 2 - %ﬁ

Mbia, 7 a and Yoot 19k

Seanula and Homerus o6 1.04
Rading, Tina an? Hand . 138 .72

&h—* e T3

TITAL 2,37%



de  Hand ang oo ‘njurias,

{1Y Reports {rom vaneral "oapitels indicated Hhat hand and oot

7 maag 211 wounds,

injuries were the most peor] deadly 2ins have

heent

fa) Insn Ulelent slen olnz by centle “ins with soan and

i
serup

watar. .

-
s

7 to over— hyidemant of these wounds,
{e) Use of neil and >0 trastion,

o % T oy 3 Ak 3. ;
the hands and Te=st in the

et o over-Dixatliaoy of

treatment of injurles of wrtacerpals, o

ape of fajurdes of the hands and

2

¥
{50%te). Speclal nrovisim wa

in the catesops of sell-ds

for the care of these oases, At one v the 41804

@
223

frut
o

gh
4
o v

arily sdninistrative and sor ndarily nen ozl

untll aleared by the Insnechyr Teneral. The delay in Svacus t::l on of these

@

ubg=ouent 1 overcona,

ud oecasionsd was

natlents

caeevt of these wounds incorporated in

{3} The orinelsles of tres

Oirealar Letter Moo 131, Ofllee of the (hilef Burgeon, B0, B Jovesmber L Lk, were

serdence over the methods previougly recommended and

an improvenent hesed on
enployed.

g. Vascular Surcer/.

aof exter les with madn arf“sta,mz damare was dlse-

{1) The handll

appointing, Plakenore' s nonesuture ol of Bieod vessel mw&%sxxxaﬁis had ween

amplaysd a few times without convinein: esgults, T6 is doubtfunl if this Tlakee

T

mops nethod has much sprlicatim,. 7o dute hesarln had not ‘heen avellabls

uge exoept on Ywo or thres sabtlenls. .

(2} Paraveriebral sympath: nerve “lock has not provented a hirh

1

bt has apparently gserwdtied amputetion to be accomnlished

incidence of ~engrene
at a lower level, Imorovement in the of mzmaﬁif} wag obasrved with wsuflicient

41

ne wolley of amloyine sympathoetic

frecueney to Sustify the continuation «
nerve bHlock r utinely and as early as wossible.

£3Y  Periarterial sywathectoiss were not avorated.

{4) Lateral sutures and a few anastomoses of mein arteries were

done suecessfully bui it wAFlpdlESn FOeelFle sossgmgEbate the rosult b the



-y

repalr whon visble limbs alse follews 1 gzetion ab similar lovels.

{5} The rogulis of treatuent for maln arterial domsre to ex-

.

smitiss were wost discouraring. Voo swarin and sanaverine become availsble,

a vageular elinie will be esiablishe’ bo afford a hetter omnortanity for sindy

of these cases and for a more cantrolled test of the var! us mebhiods of yest

in~ the elrculation inal

Axillary &
Brachlal 29 2

Pouliteal:
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o
Inf.
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sanaiie

Pomoris
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Common
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uge of vlass tubes, a nethod develosed by the

{8} ‘fhe followins are cogotlar sup-epy stattabics AF erstion
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411 cases vesulbted In
amputabions,

inless otherwise not
ne anastomosis with adeouate ¢ ;
ive were sutured and clrenlati n waz adeguate in all,
distal ohalanzes,

ne died of ghock ori ® to o .
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Callulitis and dry -an: of oot
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dar surgery statistics of operations

{7} Ine following are

serf rmed by mewbors of the sur-ical tew 1liary Sureical Trount

3 of the 3rd 4

Humber of putients ’ 191
Suture or anastososis 17
e lor Ligations 178
Fugber of patients with

. 3N IR 8
Lle Blooks =3

T. Ampuiationse
1Y A comservative abl’)s

Tongsultation was required. Deveisuloy

mrutated as & nrimary oporuti

the main arbery, certain trmes of

o

=ncvene and the completion of a

i

of the lower exhr

Tadlowln ta

I3

ity gwut tions of all

GO
Honbh ) Upner Lowor

June 9% 15k
fiust 135 514
September 1o 83
Jotoher 13 1#7
‘ Hoverbay 8k 217
Decembay 100 76

2130

Early in the assanld oo

mang - eament

! chest cases was atiended by & ze~btat swunt of confusion. Th g obgervatis

led 4o the prenaratl n of Medlcal Newa 5. 11, 25 ige of the Sure First

ot

g, 8. Almy, o Jaly 1,’242&:

be Oradually a more consepvatl o trend developed with roferense to pe—

nodies. Measuraes for control of

: arcent vhrsicdosie dlge

mope el Tectively exnlored rwe-oneratively and cperailms were

hetter Vmed.
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c. Approxi

3 by debridement,

rely &0%F of

-
B

asniration of blood and olosure in
alequate dccess could uswally Le psinec Wy extension of the wound. Sevarate

1

Thopac ,‘i;\_m ineision was made when the roature and loeat:

axtengion.

4. Tropchoseosy as & pre and

sons and Blood,

to elear the bracheo-bronchs

Inion that chest casss mast

cagualy

dema, and

w1 of chegt cages st be avoided,

tenti on was diveckbed o this Mingds =t Lo coreeet the

Lioan at?

wag not comaliderad Teasible to rvemire 3 rotbine weray or asnirats

nhobhoeneie wounde adunitied to Pleat

o

uuarf:im" g from & June to 31 1
adwigsling. The case ¥

L.63).

10« Thoraco-abdozinal ¥ aunds,
&. The fundamental problem in the manarement of thorscoessdomina

chagt and

wounds was the question of surgle

moeration 1s d3f£fioult to withgtand, an! was less often

wetweon & b

asnroach, B

uoon wany factors and mist He nade fop

nal wounds

coted to have a hirher

without aszosiate

riallity rate

thopranie injury. In small sroase of ~a

serisa, the »or

Army hosn tals v

mortality by case was, Jsre-oprrabive

The =orta

T



{1) The wost 2oPTu¥ thormog-graonThal Founds o

arsach

2} Buargieal srocedurss

hav - heen less e on the patlent, .0 the ma’ wity of nases were apor-ashed

From abova,

f3) oh

shegnean the bdwodnal on

uin
st
@
3
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I
aneratl:

B3 03
Wi 11 had el
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13,

Heounds,.

Ao  The incidence

rtal iy rate {cass satients

nt the deaths which ccourred

Inta

alter they hal heen ewvacuated frow the lwgy zone. This

immrovement when somared with the mupetall %y of abdoninal wounds in 1217-1713

L, * g . 5 T P & 5 Ay
ch was 6074, It is zol that & num

tallty rate

ralenlatins the T oardorinal wounds, ot the lag

gnd astal

g & 4=
sany of theose

cases handled

senicillin and
teshnd oue and the quall gurgery anl

Lo the suecessfiul managenent of ‘i,%}@ge

Tow

syioasly ro

sth ore and

was only 16.2%., Furthernre

-pigie mabtlant iaor

oy ]

i

 hewsdthal.

rtly

“ths ocourred



Twalvation of the
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{(a) Peilembs who hooe a suprasubie eystostomy can bhe vopt

dry 5y the attachment of & sucti o aratug to an Indwelling urethral cath

Y Gudgieal Procedurcs,

{2} &n analys:

cal teams shows the relative Trooaom

rrovati ng,

24 hal oclosure of ro
H ordsat me.

3540 had eolcestomles and

!
194 were newt na wahle to gurgery.
17% had integbl-al ros R

1 L el
sperations oo thy wednery bladder.
acute inflamsatorsy conditlions.
splonechomy .

gperetions on th o Biliasy tract.
trangperitoneal oy Lomyre

rarl
had

Thegs epaentans add un to owmore than 100
3 e than e seoccdoa,




wemmenaniaras $6SL LY TETES

Ae Opuration of the vedicel Ssrvica.

wrdng the early et of this eried sud during the surssid amwss Yorthern
Frenve the evecuation hospitels and the conveleseent hosplial were nob smnloyad
at 81l tiwes. A%t thess tlose the Dleld hospliale took over the Towldong of

the m’ﬁmﬁ;mm hoaydbels. Slallasly during she garly a% of dw hreabethreush

the evasuation hospltals md convalosoont hospitsl were nob used in 2ha ‘m&ﬁ,

warmey s tho ewecuatlon poliey wos clioped so el Mmitlends were mmt 4o
Es

ARG hospitals 83 soun as transpr wmw,ﬁ.

astion becacs nore stable sud the batble of ceray

wny Bhe sl
agedn altey the bustle ol the ulge, e evacuatlon and convalescent hospiials
anst the Plst vedicsl s Trestont Sattdon Dunctlioned az they d3d wior o
thege periode.

e Daneral Henarks.

From o &**wf@* af whe easualty Jipees fron obbey Thesters and

mdionl Toe

Lol adndsslonn

talligenss ﬁmim%iﬁg 18 wan setloatod Wed apmonieately J0eid
to army bospdtals wruld be Jor sedionl CRUSPE, grelueive of e Pe SO00SEe  FOD
tmmtely, exmocdenes Indicated Whis esbivade o o foo hish.  The tebls below
gives, fi,i”' Amsy hosplisle, the total sdolesiong, sedical adulsslons, @l pope
cant that wore sedicd adnissions b weuks fop thie sevriod conmernids
Huelt Inding Tetal Adaibted g;__&&i% % pedicel
L sugush 13550 1838 };3.5,
11 August S0 1365 1347

38 suguss &L s 2540

25 Angost 2333 G35 Loud
1 septeabey BEEY 7053 el

15 sepeshey w148 oy 3040
22 septesber E6 1250 33,7

29 septesnber 3611 EENE 22ed
& potobar LG 1623

13 cetober 5159 155k

w TE -



20 potober v 13, 327

27 Oetober 2678 1296 Lk
3 November 2915 107 1843
10 November L8137 1800 ; 378
17 Hovember 6787 2925 h3.1
2)y Wovember 9078 2111 23.3
1 Deceaber 633k 083 A
8 necember 5357 185 307
15 December ‘ 8430 20L5 2he3
22 pecember 9096 1852 ' 2043
29 December 7hol 1782 el
5 Jamary 531 2082 319
12 Janwary 759L 251 33.1
19 January 334l; 2159 2543
ea Jamsary Syiix) 2092 3hel
2 February 5638 2227 3%.5
9 vebruary G2lds ahhs 3%.1
14 pabruary 3831 2082 Sliel
TOTAL 175,310 50,718 28,3

Sources RFOUSA ¥D Form 310,

Fron & study of the above figurus .6 will be seen that the nusber and perw
cemt of medieally sick wes less than lght well have been expscted. Thers wae
& gradual rise in the mumber of mtilonte dih diseass treated in srmy hossitals.
The increase in percent of sedical coses in nost lnstances ig a folse one since
at thome times battle casualiles Lol off while diseage casualties rensined nore
constant,
fie« Ineidence of Reporitavle Disessoc.

“he following table oresents tle -olal muber of reportable disesses ade

mitted to First U. 8. Army Hospllals Jor the peried. (Sowrce: DTOUSA B Fora

3103,
Totel Adaissions 175,310
Tobal Disease 50,718

Peroent Disease 28.8



gomion Respiratoly Biboady T'3§Z

Diphsheria 30
Infiuenza 12
Heasles 2L
yYsaslas, Cerman 26
Yeningococeal Heningltls 34
umps : 133
{miuk@n Poar 5
Pueunonia, prisary 191
rneunonia, secondary L 33
eumonis, atypioal 596
gearlet Fever b
sepble Sore Throat 1
Tuberculosis (all foras) 2z
vineent's Angina L7
Common Diarrhea 1913
ysentary Tim:illary 27
Trrgantery, aneblo 25
Dreentery, wnelassified 5L
Malarla 220L
Hepstitis, infectlous 150
Kerato-Conjunetivitis 1
‘ Poliamyelitis 2
neumatic Yever » 13
Seablies 3kl
Follale 5e5
Gonorrhes 018
Syphdlis 575
other VeDe 13

De Hespiratory disessses. Thls grovws of dlssases occupled firel place as the

cauge for medlcd admissions Yo smay weplials. At no time, however did they
constitute s real problem. The incldece of these disesses was low at the

vegirming of the perioed, bub with the advent of celder weather and nore



gtabilined warfare there was &4 sbeadh increase.  However, the sciusl mumbers

were less than might reasonsbly have Loeon expected. There was about 3 times

ag many cases of atypleal pneumonla as of bacterisl lobar prneusonis. pPablents

with meuwmonls were considered as non-transporbable beyond the eveocuation hoge

pital., Peoterial mewsonias were btveated wl th sulfadiasine and with penieillin

when the clinical alituabion indieafed,

Be galaril. pupein: the previous mrio.

nusber of cases of digease adnitied to

period being reported on the incidence

of cases steadlly decreased so that al

no probles.

The table bdlw shows the

cazses of malarias

Vieel ending
L Rugust
il &ﬁg«:g@ﬁt
13 August
25 August

1 Beptesber
8 gepbenber
15 septesber
22 Reptaenbar
29 Gepbentber
6 Dotober
13 Gotober
20 ogtober
27 {}G“ﬁ;ﬂ)i’iﬁ'ﬁf

3 Nevember
10 Wovember
17 kiwmbér
2l, Hovember
1 Decenber
8 Yeceuber
15 December

22 Decenber

with uniffomly good results.

malaris was responsible for the mg@azi
army hogplials. At the beglming of the
af malaria was high alse but the meber

the close of the veriod it constibuted

weekly aduissions to arsy hoesplitale of

Cases of Malaria
239
2L6

13



29 Decenber 35

5 January 16
12 Janvary 25
19 Jdanuary 18
26 J&n‘@wj A

2 pebruary 25

@ February 2%
14 Pebruary 17
23 February o

Fobal 2201

The vagh majority of the eamus worce truly recurrent. A few “new® cases
were veported but these also praved v de individeals who had “m*am; in malarious
regions previsusly amd on ataboelie suporessive therapy while in such reglons.
T4 is beliaved that they became ouraslitlzed but did not develop the clinieal
disesse bacause of the atabdng. The 1;:«::&%&@ of so much malaria is believed
due o the faet that versomnel 4ld ot take atabrine ss dipected. Hany
patients were interviewed md none were found whe developed the disease while
taking atabrine. The only way bthsl en ean be Induced to take the drug regular-
1y is by thoreughly educating bhmu as to the necessity for so doing.

Imring this perled patients with nalaris were hospitalized and treated with
quinine for two weeks. Those who dld nob respond well or had canplications
were ovacuated out of the srmy aren,

Fo Uiphtheria. Bvery patient with o cembrane in u?m regplrabory passages was
congldered as diphtheris and treated as such without wailting for cultures or
gtudies of smears. Initislly patients were trested with snti-teptin alone in -
large doses. later, however, venicl.lin was used in comjmebtlon wlth anti-
tomine The izagarﬁ&m of early trestient and adequate trestuent wers stressed.
niphtheris vatients wers considered ronwtransportable. They were kept in the
gvacuatlion hospital unitl clinieally sl bacteriologieally well and were then
evaguated as litter patisnts te the Cowunicabtlons Zone. Two deaths gcourred
from diphtheris, both the result of leulty diagnosis. 7The first patient was
dlagnoped as having & peritensillar abscess and was evacuated to the Y.¥. where

he subsequently died of diphtheria, e second patient wag diagmosed as heving

G



& Vincent's Throat and was treated wi th Mapharsen and peroxide gargles. As
the result of these two deaths a Juwiior direstive was issued to make sedical
officers uore ¥diphtheria censcivas.”

B lYeningococcus Menlnglils., Yailenus suspscted of having seningoeocesl ine

fections were treated with intraveneous sodium sulfadiasine by the first med-

ieal sfficer suspecting the dlagnosls. Subseguent study and treatient wag

carried out in the evacualiion hos itsl and such petients were regarded as none
transportable. Pendelllin was used 1th intresusculsrly and lnitrathscally

where indlicated. The resulte werc wiilornly zoode Only oue death cccured.

This satient was dlagnogsed late sud, Tuough adequately treated shen the dlagn-
osis was nade, he dled. The autops shwowed & considerable ares of encephalitis
as well ag newinglitis,

He Humps, Yessles, Cernan measles und Chicken~pox. Humps, neasles, (ernan

measles and chicken-pox wera nob o roblems, They were treated in Amy medical
ingtallations and reburned to duly “erefrom unless complicated,

I. Scarlet Fever, Only forty-four cases ocourred. These were treated with
sulfadiasine and, in & few instances, with penleillin, Mo deaths and no céa—~

plications or seduaelas were noted,

Jo TDarrheal Diseases. The comson dlarrhess were congtantly present but in

gnall numbers. There was never an enidenic of these diseages. Thers was sone

incresse during the swwwor months and again in Decesber assoclabed with B0 ine
Vaxwa in respiratery disesse. A fow cases of baclllaery dysenbery occurred
“bub these were all of the aild types. A few cases of ameblc aiymn‘t@z:ff ware
reporbed; all of these were recurvences of Infectione asquired elsewheve.

vhe common diarrheas were treated exjectantlyy the bacillary drsenterles with
sulfadiazine and for sulfaguanidine with pood resulis.

. Infectious Hepatitls. Tt was ressonable to expecht thal there wuld be nany

cases ol this disease bul there was o ly enly one hundred and fifty and they
presented no speclal problem.  They were treated in the aeccented mamer and
evacuated to the rear when transvorda le. Thers were no deaths and all cases

were mild.
Le Sumnery. In conelusion 1t can he sbated that the incldenve of disease was

less than aight reasonably have been sexpected; the health of the comsand was
nood, and, exeept lor salaria. thewe were-xo enidesbsg or special medical

" roblens.



VII we NAUROSUYCUHIATHY ACTIVITIES

&e Hewropsychiatry Casualiles.

Thrdng the seriod 1 August 1900 Lo 22 Februsry 1345, 20585 or 9.8l% of the
botal nusber of patients admltied Lo Tirat U. 8. Ly sedleal ingtallatlions were
neuropsychiatric casualties; of this munber 9596 or 46.62% of the neuropsy-
chiatric casualties admitied were relturmed to full fleld duby. 4 tabulation of

the incidence of neuropsychiatric casualties by mouth follows:

MONTH AD S5 Ton miihios  GofisSTE B Aamany
fugust 34235 5766 (16.84) 3661 (63.L49)
Septenber 19620 2609 (13.30) 986 (37.79)
netober 22877 19hk (8.50) 602 . (3097
Novenber 33669 3560 (10.57) 1336 (37.53)
Decesber Ll03é Lo7s {9.20) 1615 {3%.60)
Janvary 35173 1502 (5.10) 1052 (53.03)
To Peb 22 19692 326 (La19% 3k (hL.64)
TOTAL 209302 20885 (9.8L) 9596 (L6462)
SRmnmm—m—m R R e e

B. Discussion.

1. Augnst. The tresendous push required te break thru at St Lo, Vire,
and Ia Hays Du Pulta during the last Yew days of July and the first ten days of
hugast was respensible for the high Lwidencve of W.P. camwliles during this
period. (804 of thé HePe casualiles Jor fugoust ccourred during the first o
wosloge )

The sharp increase in the rate of return bo duty of WeP. patiente was -
the repult of suwperience galned by the line and medical officers as we ,‘a‘}; as the
vgveniatrists during the preccediny wiaka.

2. GSeptember. The race aercss France into Helgiwm up to the Seipfried
line from 15 Auguet to 1Y Septesber -ruduced & low incldence of ¥,P. cosualiies
for obvious reasong, Juring Seple.bar, the sercentaze of N.P. cases reburned
to daty dropued to aboubd one-half of he previous month. This was besause lines
of evacuation were aswverely siretched, bthe division clearing stations were noving
so rapidly that very little treataent of combat exthaustion csses could be Bty
conplighed there; and bthe exhaustion centers were ofben oubt of Loush with the
front or were in the gocess of noving 8o bhed N.Pe patlents from the divisions

s

resched these installations Shp 186 40, Do Betls



patients by-passed the exhaug¥lor dhices Bntirely, Furthermore, during ten
da,s of this month & total evacuation voliey was in foree,

3. October and November. The tactlcal sibuation during these two months,

axcapt for the localized severe {ishting in the Hurtgen forest 20 November o
1 pecezber 19Lh, was largely static henge the low rate of incidence of neurcpsy-
chiatric conditions,

| %}z;xiﬁg thies period the ratic ol HNeP. patients retvorned to duty was ine
fluenced ’by o fagtors. Firsby meny o the casualiies showed & very low tolor-
ance for amotional stress and therelore did not melte good riskes for rémm Lo
duty (a lawgc:« poreentage of this grouy were replacements). Also in this cate-
gory was found a nuaber of previocusly wounded soldiers who &iacfwmd,‘ VL0 Da-
turn to combat duty thai they were "aoi able to take 1t anymove.® Eémmi, At
cldent to the long centinued action (L - 5 months) with pmm%iamm Pew
‘i}ma}{é - 80 increased mumber of eitcellent veteran soldiers appesred to be
snotionally "burned out® and offeyed vor prognosis for duty withoub prolonged
rebabilitation which is not availablc within a fleld arsy.
54..‘ Decenber, The Ardemmes breali-thru by the Gersan Army was responsible

ol
Tor & =much lower ineidence of neuwrcpsychialyric casusltdes, then were previous
wilitary reverses experienced by the Aserlcan Forees, fér ingtance in the
Kasserine Pass action in Worth Afvica where over L0F of admlssions were neurc-
peychistrie. During the December "hroalethru® only 1752 neurepsychiatrie
casualiies were reported oub of & hotal of 15403 admissions, or an incidence of
9,024, Several reasong for the discrupancy between the expected and the actual
inegidence of neuropsychiatric conddtions during this pexdod are apparent.

&, An undetermined number ol individuals who underwent newropsy-
chiatric breal-downs in this actlen jrobably Me&m battle losses, Kelalle,
Welehe, or H.l.ke directly as a regull of the brﬁ&kz&mxy thereby ponewhat lower-
ing number of cases reported. |

b. Probably wmore lmporiant

a6 the reaction on the part of the individ-
wal, based upon & persenal hatred of the eneny which develapsd &u:iciaﬁl;}r as a
result of the German tactics and prectlees in this setlion. Yo many soldlers,
for the first bime, wer became personel and pot Just a maveuver. In rveinforce-
ment of the ebove mentioned motivatlon wmust be included thaet of f“chagrin® and

tsurpriset, that the heretofore vietorious Amerdiean Armies could be Ypushed#



around in todls way.

c. During this period 35.64 of neuropsychiatric admissions were returned
to daty - this figure undoubltedly would nave been higher had it not bean
necesssry o evacusite all casualties to the rear of the amsy avea for seven of
the fifteen days involved,

He  January and Pebruary. The succossful comeback from the batile of the

Bulge during Jenuary was reflectsd 1o the relatively low lncldence of neupge

peyohiateio disabilities, as well as in the luncressed rate of reburn to duby of

such casusliies, and the contimued jains achieved durdng Februsry produced the
lowest incidence of “casbat exhausilon® for amy peried durding the entire cempaiin.

Pagsas and Furloughs. Grester saphasis upon recognition and treatsent

of so ealled "cosbat exhaustion® in Ioavward aveas (battalion aid stations) coup-

led with the expansion and elaboratlon »f divislonand corps "rest areas® and

the introduction of the poliey providing for thirty day furlouphs in the

United Stales has materially contrl

wad boward peducing the incldence of dige
orders of this type among combalb frocHe.

Survay. - & survey was conducted Lo determine the ultimate faite of ine
dividuale who had been returned to duty from amy exhaustion centers. As of 1
February comrpleted reporits had besn raceived on 708 uen, many of whom were rem

turned to daty during July and Anpust. The report is submithted fxzm,

1. Total Cages Reporbted 708
8¢ On Duby with Uniha . ) el7
b. Killed In Actien 21

c. Voured In Actlion aly
d, Fvacuated for Yeurppeychiatric
Disabilities 278
2. Decorations (exelumive of Purple
Heart) 30

e Promoted 11

e Cov

.ssloned 2
3. Average tlce on dubly since release

frow exhauation cenber L Weeks

e The majority of thoss who had a recurvenece of Mosbat Ixhaustiont

ware evacvaled wlihin the firet LB « 72 hours affer their re-

g
turn toHuby,



gperations. First Ue S. Sl boe'didlibva tashanlition centers® at Army
leovel during August, Sepbember and part of Hovember - for ithe rest of the period
covered in this report one exhausiion center was found to be adequate to carry
the losd of the treatment of neuropsychlatrie casualtles evacuated by divisions.

As & rule these exhaustlon centers were in operation alternstely therebty
p@rmitﬁing the ong whlch was In tbﬁe wosess of é:eovie’gg to do so wnencusbered ﬁy
patisnts,

Each "exhaustlon center"” was basicelly an army clesrding conpany asugmented
by equipment to provide facilities 7ur five hundred beds., Pesychiatrists were
added to the professional staffs of “he company from the evacuation hospitals.
one of the exhsustion centers (the 0628nd Clearing Company) hed six wesks traine
ing in neuwrepsyenialrie precedures priar to the invasion, the other did nota
Both companies functloned in an cubstanding manner and turned in superior per--
fromances throughout the campelign. uring the firet two wesks of August each
of these five hurdred bed installaticus were caring for over ore thousand

natients, howover alfer that tlse the »eblent load was in porportion to the five

handyed bed capacliy.



SECTION V1T usrsl SERVERE,

Aes Heport of Qperations.

The report of Dental Operations bedwesn 0L1200 Auguet to 222100 Bebruary
1945 may be divided into three phases, namely the period of movement scross
Prance ax.ici Helgiom, the more static pericd from 12 September 194l to 15 December
- 18 when novesent was of units rather then of the entire Aray, snd the aovenents

of retirement and of advance dupring the Battle.of Germany.

Duding the pericd of expleoitatlon and pursult, Chests #60 were used whenever
an oubfit remained in one location Jor a few days and the fleld kits for emerg-
enay tmat::ﬁn% ai other "c.ma‘s. Divisions continued to opesrate efficlently
Chests #60 and even while in combet did prosthetic repairs by using their
Chepte #OL and #62, During the third phase the use of Chests was greatly re-
stricted due to the tactisal situatlion.

The streazlined dental laboratory, made up of three iobile Dental Labora-
tory Trocks, continued to operate at capaclty with the Lih Convalsscend Hose
wital and continued to do so through the ascond and third phases as a part of

©the 3rd Auxiliary Surgicsl (woup. A ‘

In the seeond and third phases o Hoblle Dental Iaboratory Tiucks, on
loan from ADBEG, operated in conjunction wi th Corps units helpinggreatly the
prosthetic sltuation. Flve Impresslon (hesbs were rotated anmong small wnits,
the necessary fabrication of prosthesie belng done by the Cenitral Dental fab-
oratory, Paris or the Jrd Auxi v Surgleal Oroup Jaborsbory. The greatest
waaktness of the Prosthetic Service is the lack of a /0 for Prosthetic Teans
to operate the Heoblle Dental Taboratory Trucks on hand and the inadequate
nuber of such trucks. ALL such personnel have to be draws from the units belng
surveyed and changes constanitliy.

Aotvivation of five Pental Prosthetic Detachuments was aubthoriged on 11
Pebruary 135, bub no ocersonnel was made avallablie.

The operative dental wrk of the army, divisions, and hospitals was adg-
quate and satisfzoiory except in so.e Instances where the unit comuanders oone

tinued to use dental personnel for duties other than dentistry.

o 88 -



SECTION I¥ - VENERGANSHTERRSE wolrfhon MO TEEA TVENT ACTIVITIES

A+ Venereal Disease Control.
The follodng rates per thousand per anmmm are for white and colored

troops during the perlod covered by ihils report:

hugust White 1.6
——— Colored 1945
Aggresate Y
Septexber White 1.6
Golored 1504
Aggrasate 3T
dotober ) White 18.8
Golored 1813
Agare ate 266
Hovenber White 1de5
Colorad 162.9

Aggregate 3.2
Decenber White 16.5
Colored 175.9
Agsrepato P
J& Wr ' Whitke 19 - 3
(192;?’ } Colored 20h3.6
hgpragate BT
February hite 19.3
{19L5) Colored 1532
hpgrepate 203

In Septeuber and Jctober »any soldiers had opportunities to go through large
cities, where brothels were operating and there were wsny street walkers.
During the month of October, 254 new cases of venereal disease were contracted’
in Paris. The Noverber fate was socewhal lower than that for Qctober, with the
najority of cases being conbracted in Iiege or Verviers. In Jamuary 1945 the
sajority of new cases of venereal disease were contracted in Liswe s Verviers and
paris, with Liege belng the source of 129 cases. In Februsry the sejority of
new cases were contracted in Paris. Thore was a considerable drop in the number
of cases econtrécted in Liepe and Verviers. Houses of prestitubtion were nob a
great proble:: from the standpoints of serving as soureces of infection becsuse
all known houses were placed off limits 2s soon as discovered. lowever, thers
resained the probles of soue soldiers who entered these off iimid aveas despite
off Limit signs and dally oceriedical checks by military police.

ﬁﬁa greatest sources of infection were fron street wellkers and cafe bars

overating as clandestine brothels. Whenever evidence was obtained to [rove

that the lai’cer was true, smpa wors Lamn by the military selice to put the

place off linits. (ne of e attenpt to establish

o I s



a guccossful control prografl whs (thel htdddtibddperaffon glven by the Arsy
Provoat Marshal and G-be

Viee surveya of all ammy berritory were conduced in collaboration with the
Ay Provogt Marshalvs office,

A1) Civil Affalys detachzenbts were contacted in order to ascertain the
status of registered or clandestine hwrothels, the mumber of prostitutes in the
area and L;!:he progedure uged In the traesinent of civillans W th venersal dis-
sage. Whenever brothels were founa o be iéz aparation, a recomendation was
mivde to the Army Provest darshal to luaece these houses off limits,

Regular visits were sade to Corps Burgeons to dimcuss pertinent venereal
- digsease conbtrol vroblems. Sose of the divisions were wisited, although their
nroblens contlnued to be minor in choracter because of the tactical situation.

Perdodic visibs were made to Surj eaite of various army troops, sspeclally
those organizations in which there wos o high veneresl disease raie. JFertine
ant provlems were discussed w th the lowanding Officer and his Surreon. Some
af the varicous suggestlions olfered weve ag follows.

(1) Increase in sducational progrem, partleulsrly to small groups of men.

{2) Usme of sullathlazole pry

(3) Specisl emphasis was olacad on obbaining spidemiclogical data of
value and follow up on t ig inforwation by unit venersal disessase control
officer in so far ss was practiocable. (

{4) Recommending the imcacﬁé!;za rlaeing of all suspicious ®houses and
cafes® off limibte 17 1t were thought that they served as.mources of venevreal
infection, ’

Tnitially ﬁﬁa@ti&n gathered from WIONSA Form 20J id were burnad over to
respective Clvil Affairs Detachwents in order that the individual wmight be
apprehended and exanined for venereal disease. Jater an S0P was suggested by
the Surgeonts 0ffiee to the Public Healta Division, (=5, Army. This was conw
eurred in by the latler secbion and digbributed to all Clvil Affalrs Detach-
aenbs. The contents of the letter ame as follows.

#* ® # ko % #*

o G0 -



72641 () 18 Heovember 154k

SUBJECT:  gtanding Operabting Proesdurc for (eordination of Vensreal [Misease
Control Procedures with the (ffice of the srmy Surgeon.

ent Military Govermment Officers, and De-
LCUrR.

10 :+ Corps, Division and Detach
tachuent Glvil Affairs GO

1. To facilitebte execubtlon o. catablished policies for Vensreal Disease
Control, ineressed eccordination of Civil Affairs public health procedures is
desireble with those conlrol proesdires i;,tili%d by the Arsy Surgeon. This
will be accomplished as follows,

8. Heporting of Cases. e Avmy Surgeonts VWD, Control 0fficer wlll

gubmly to the (¢ of the detachment 11w nauwe, and address of evary prdstitule
who hag been reported as a source of " .0. infection, scyulred by soldiers in the
ares of ulie detachuent's Jurisdictlon., The Detachment Civil Alfairs 0fficer
for public nealth will then oresent o8 Informatlon bo the local hellbh offlcer,
or Burgoelster. He will request thas the named prostitutes, or susnected
source of infection, be .laced in cugbody, and exapined for the wesence of
_venﬁr@al infection, as authorized ander Belglan laws,

be edical Dxamination of Yosereally Infected Persons is authorized,

and is required by Belglan law, for all persons ms“-:m:m orobable or suspecthed
sourees of veneresl disesse. Under Jusent laws pw&ﬁmtes or others may be
released after one examination, if the Mindings show no infeetlions Tt iz the
desire of the Army Surgeon that those Individuals reported as V.D. “Suspectg®
should be given a total of three exeminations on each of three consscutive days
hafore release, and that release from cusbody e glven only 1f all three exag-
inations are negabtive, ¢ivil Affaire (Cficers will therefors endsavor Lo en-—
List the copperation of the clvilian authoriitles to sccoaplizh this proceduve,

ce Hesulbs of Clinical Examnination, whebher negative or posiilive,

will ba requested froea the local healith ollicer after the ihird successive
exapination. The health officer will v requested to submit the findings of

the examination of the reported suspeci, and the action taken with regard te

conpulsory treabsent, or release fran eustody. Such information will be re-
guested within five deys aifer prostitules, or ther suspected i éiﬂém}.a, are
reporied to the eivilian autnoriiies. \his Information will be forwarded as &
separate report to the Army V.le Contyol 0fficer, throuwsh the Public Health

Naporhment, =5, Firgt inited States Awmy,



2. A smoiallet for asslsting detachent Civil ALfairs Uizsveweg wee o
coordinating eivillan venereal disease control with the Army control progras,
will be provided by the Public Health Depariment, 0-5, this headquarters. He
will work closely with '&ha Awmy Veneresal olseswe Countrol Officer, and will assist
‘ﬁi@mammt Civil affairs Oiflcers in accospilshing the foregoing instructions,

* % k] L3 W% o Lo

Seventeen prophylactic stations were egbablished b the Aray Surpeont's
office., Personnel of these statlons gave approxisately 3100 prephylachtics during
the  riod covered by this report.

list of all prophylactic stations in army, corps and Jos unica lonsg
Zone territory was distributed to corps, division and separate unlt comsenders.

Several issuss of the Mudical Vews, First Army, contalned notes §n;
venereal disease, Particular emphasis wes placed on the obtaining of nortinent
data for the RICUSA Form 302 ¥D., Unit Surpeons wers also requsswéd o give
information on the nonthly sanitary report in regard be the following lteus:

(1) E‘é'zmthar or not there were rothels in the vicinlty or any forw
of activity in prostitution. '

{2) Yote on conlrol measures lLaian 1 there were isolated instances
of aetivity in prosbiitubion.

(3) Availability of mchanical and chemical wophylactics in addition
o the regulay ﬂigpeméw‘ provhylactic st tion.

(ig.} Hote on control measures taken by unit venereal dlseass cuﬁﬁ-crl
officere ‘in eollaboration with the Provost .arshal or Civi.}. Alfairs officer in
the locality. the latter office was consulled in regard to p ostitubes who were
imown or suspected as sources of contacts

Intensive conbrol campalgns were carried oub in Liege, Verviers, and

charlerol with the ailitar . police and CGivl)l Affelrs Detachws nts. All houmes of

proatitution and *suaplelous cales! were pow ted off limits. In Liege, during

the two month pevied that thls cily was under aroy Jurisdiction, over 100 brothels

and cafes were pogted off limits and cheaked day and night by nilitary police of

the vice squads In Verviers and Charlercl the ssme rrovedure was carried oub.
Ioeal Civil Officials were contaobed perlodically m order to aacm*taix;

the various problexs that were confrontingy them relative to clvilian vensreal

dissase contyrol. All discugBiommol thls-iype wgry goordinated through G-O.




e ‘Prontment of the Veneresl Nisdises

sraatnont conter of the hth Comwmlesosnt Hespdiald
sonbimied o be dhe reception wnidt for all ceges of veneresl disease not treated
o g doby sbtatus. This arvengement proved very sabiefeotory, se pablents reosived
diagnogtle z&ﬁg’ and treatsent in the sy area, thos obviating the trwnafer of

osatian ente out of the BT RS0

Sulfoneide~vegistant and rew cosos of gonorrbes nobt treated on & duty
gtatur ware given 100,000 andts of powiclllin Intee-ousenlarly. Farsonta nod
cured by this proosdure were glven o weoor | cowese of poniellllin, dobal domage

200,000 - SO0, Wilite

Derlfiedd sxminations were Dericoped on Phres sucossslvs days on all
penile lasions whon lsiioateds

inayy and secondary wooldlls were treaied by the intree

Casey
cuseuler lnjectlon of 2000000 unite of pendeilling over 8 perded of seven snd

Hemotiona fre penieillin ware noted In 8 wery 2@l percentecs oF
the gpadenig and vere of 4 =il Hemhelaor Lybe.

fomaliy fron seniellliin therazs wore axesllent. The cure rale lov
pomorshes oises was Vo-30E. 5 guick dlsep carance of spmwmm@; fyran lsslona
wan nobed follow ng p@i{;i}lﬁs thorapy given to casss of ssrly e:t' Hilis. DI

m %

rields that were e Tovsed oo posstive Jepiong Y=I2 bours alber Initial darkfleld

s Anatian Fere negallve. siong epithelislined in fros So7 duve.
Tn Septesber, dee to the Lwegion! sltusblon, e persomel ad equlp-
sent ar the vensresl dissass conbas were tramsferred bo the Flab Yedienl s Troale

sent Bashellon, which acted s the ‘restoont listellablion. This was Do 8 perdox

of approcicately fowr weeis. Thils arrengy ent pvoved o e seilzfostouy, oot
daring the mwbroeuws problams livolveds

The Atwy Venoresl Disease Coudrel 0fflesr -mde several vislise weokly
to the trestesnt center for che purpose of seeing peblenis in oongulbatlen angd
haeking resordie

P lonts meeding Dwther study wil tresbusnt were evacualed to pansawd
hosplth 1o ‘

A% Gm slose of e peried, arraigecents gere belng mads o ix

garbh ”&Lwﬁr-«@“ of pevlell e, Yesated-lumido

the soix

doh consiate of cosxpleis




bload and spinal fluid study.

In August 19hk, individual wmedicel installtions were given permission
© to adwinister penieillin for gonorrhea (Circulsr Ietter 107, 0CS, 25 August
19hise) The instituting of this procedure reduced the burden on the venereal disease
troatment genter and at the same btime enabled the patient Lo renain with his
organigations In the event e;;f relapse or therapeutic failure paiients were

Cadwibted to the venersal disease troatpent center for further study and treatuent.



SECTION X - VETLRINARY SERVICH

Ae Ixploitation of the St. Lo Breakthoush (1 August - 12 Septeaber).

le Inspection of food supslies. During this phase it was very difficuld

to waintain contact with veterinary offivers of the various units and to cover
inspection of all food supplies because of requent changes of locations of undte
and installet lons. iielci rations were used by most of the combabt troeps. Ratiens
were issued from tewporary railheads, fram i Class I depots and from truckheads,
srrangomente were mads for the veterinary officers from the 18th ledical laboratery
and the 282nd Signal Plgeon Company bto inspect food supplies at depobs and teucke
heads, Rach officer had an enlisted agsisiant. Tests ware sade on guestionable
supplies at the laborstory. At the request of the Arwy Quarternamber food sup-
yliéa of both animal ané non-animal origin were inspected by the Veberinary
Service. Veterinary offlcers with divislons checked food supplies at thelr
respective braskdown points. Eneny faaii-&mps were found in numevous towns,

but meny of thes contained canned and dehydrated items which could not be read-
ily incorporated inte the Army ratlon, Siah supolies were ram&séﬂ to local
populations through Clvil &ﬂ‘alx*s chammels. Inspectlon ol supslies released

for eivillian use was ususlly performed by clvilian health sutheoritles. Standard
Operating Procedure for handling capbured fopd supplies requlred reports through
charnels to Army Geh, who notifies Army Uuarterssster and Surgeon. Numerous
ingtances cane to the attention of the Axmy Veterinarisn where thls procedure

was not followed and such supplies were used by capturing unitswithoub being
inspected by the Veterinary Service, A large store of frowen carcass beef was
found at Hamur, Belgiws. It had been luported from Denmerk by the Ceruans. Guality
of carcasses varied from camer grade to good grade. 4 total of 738,200 pounds
m issued to ammy troops. “This plant wae then used for storage of Class I
perighablos.

2, (are of animals. Cuard dog toans were inspected ai least oncs each

sonth and arrangenents were made with sach unlt Lo coniact the Ammy Velerinarian
in case emergency service was required. Bervice was then provided fron closest
organization h&viﬁg a veterinary ‘e:):t?:fimr aggigned. Since all gpuarxd dogs were
obtained from the Dritish, arrangesents were uade with the Veterinarian, 21

Army CGroup to evacuate doga requiring lengthy treatment to Bribtish Veterinary



Hospitals. Dogs remained in good health Juring this phase. Care and trestrent
of pigeons was supervised by the veterindrian of the unit. Paratyphold infections,
coryza and conjunctivitis were the prevailing diseases among the birds. Very few
enemy horses were captured during this phase and there were not many requests Loy
treatment af wounded civilian livestocks

3. Personnel. bDue to the changes made in Tables of Urganization
&urin,gg the year 1943, which eliminated the veterinary officers from corps, ine
fantry and armored divisions, the problem of providing adegusie velerinary ser—
vice was conplicated. On 1 August 9Lk there was a total of eight vebterinary
officers with units of this comsand, Two were wiith armored divisions, which
had been authorized to conbtimie to operate under former Tables of Organizetion.
™wo were with infantry divisions and had been reported zs being in excess of
Tables of Orpanlgation. There beling no position vacancies within this command or
in other com ands under RTOUSA H@adqmar%m, they were authorized to remain
with theilr divisions. Two officers were with airborne divisions. (ne officer
was assigned to & Pigeon Company and one to the Army Hedlcal laboratory. OF
the elght veterinary officers assigned to units of this command at the time of
the assanlb only six arrived on the contiment. Two officers with the airborne
divisions did not accompany thelr wnits.

lie. Bouipment., Although not authorized by Tables of Bguipment, ib
waa requested that Va“‘mrin&ry officer and HCO kits be made available in the
Army ¥edieal Depolt for all velerinaxy persomnel. It was also requested that
three each of veterinary Chests 80 ad 81 be made evailable for issue as autho-
rized by the Arnmy Vebterinarian. During thls phase the only veterinary equipment
available was that which wag brougz"it s.lomg; by individuel officers., Host of
t,}m. had yeat and Dairy Inspectlion Cases snd Veterlnary Officerts kits. Mo
additional equipment was recelved through supply channels and no veterinay

equipment was captured. Lquipment was adequate for duties being perfored.

B. The Battle of Gemmany (13 Peptember - 15 December).

1. Inspection of food supplies. Food :mpplieé consisted of variocus types

of Gusriermaster rations mupplemented by Irésh frults and vegetables. No caphured
supplies were inspected during this phase. A large Class I aray rallhead was

established for receipt of all food supplies except perishables. 4 Class I



depot was also established, ‘Oporational rations were Fetained at the reilhead

and Lgeued to mmlﬁheada ﬂmwﬂy from this installation,  Type W% raticns ‘were
stored and issned at ishe depa’s. mmb:m ware stoved af- the large raefrigeration
z;imt ab KW, Ba;i,gixm mé hanled dirveqtly to W&Mﬂ in mfz&.gamm trailers,
3y six army truckheads in operations, & mmma@a sagtion wam

There were umu
st up a;b the amy m:hsad where a1l dumaged suppma and those mmm of tmim
éamezﬁaé m zggpgmtad by veterinary personnel to determine praper dispssition,
hrny truckhends were inspected by a veterinary ofﬁ&ar onoe each weel, :Enaxac;st.’e.an
of supplies in dlvision and separate unit breakdown points was covered by veter-
imry‘parmel where available, In wnits having no vétarimry personnsl, this |
. pesponsibility was assumed by other officers of the Medical Departuent, Heavy
rainfall during thig pericd made protection of suppliss a serious provlsm. No
. cloned warchouses were available for storage, mmga, tents and tarpauling were
difficult to obtain. There was seme loss of food supplies caused by contemination
and deterigration due to exposure to weabther. DBDamage due Yo freezing was slight.
’ 2, gave of animals. Dogs were inspected at least once each month.

 Bach unit was notified where emergency Veterinary Service ceuld b obtained.
Health of dogs continmued to be good, One Guartermseter War Dog Platoon of twenty-
 four dogs was received from the United Gtates during bhis pericd. One Sergesnt,
uhy (v8), is atbached to thie tesn for supsrvision of care and twsataént of minor
oonditions, The unit was informed of location of nearst veterinary offiers who
aould be contacted in case of emergendy. Sixty horses, draft type, wave cbtained
by the 9th Infantry Division during this period for the purpose of packing in
supplies and bringing casualties oube Thirby of thess animals were obtained by
1«;&1 requisition and thirty were horses which were captured. ¥he captured horses
were badly infested with ringworm. BSome of these animals were used for a short
pariod but with lmproved weather they were disposed of. The Lth Infantry Division
requested riding horses for thelr command. BSixtesn were obtained by loecal
requisition and mixteen wers procured through the Ammy Quartermaster, who obtalned
them by purchase on reverse lend lease, These animals were only used for a short
pericd snd were then turned in to Adrmy GQuertermaster, where they were held for
reconditioning and disposition. Nine ware returned bo owners before the end of
the year. Forage was obtained from capiured sapplies ard by requisition., Vet-

erinary gervice was pravided by the divz.aim*x vmrinarian, 9th mfanw Division,




vestigated during the pericd. Two outbroasks were conflirmed in southern Bel~
giuvm and Luaxembourg. Outbreaks arfected bobh vattle and hogs. ‘he infection
did not seem fto be very virulent and mortality was reported to ne low. Contrel
neASUSS Wore taken over by local health authorities. Disinfectants weré
requegted and furnished from Oivil Afiairs Medical Supply Uepot. Hoof and
wouth Diseass Serum, which was requested by leeal veterinsriens, could net be
obtained, Tt was reported that serum had besn used during the lerman occupation
with good vesulis in chscking the spremd of this diseass. Desbruction of
infected animals and contacts was not practlsed, “narantine of inflected
pramisés and disinfection were the only control measures used. Infected
animals were giveu symptomatic treawent, An outbresl of Roblaufd Disease
(swine Yrysipelas} was repar ted in Iuxenbourg, SO hogs being aifected, This
cutbreak was controlled by use of serum, which Wés obtained from a laboretory
in Prussels, Belglum, 1%13; control work wes performed by civilisn veterinarians.
It was reported that all livestock disease control wWork during the Yermen
ssgupation was supervised by ‘German Army officlale, ¥o reQuests ware recelved
fr tréatment of wounded civilian livestock during this period.

3« Personnel., The veterinery officer from the 282ad Hlgnal Pigeon
Company was assigned to the Army Velterinarian ss assistant and placed on de~
taghed service at faha ammy raillhead and depot. His enllist.d asglstant frwv
the Plgeon Compsny wasg also placed on uua‘é:amhaé service at these ingtallations,.
The veberinery officer from the 10th Medicsl Isboratory was detailed as Arwy
trnckhead imspeé‘mr. Two division veberinarians were losht by transfer during
this period. One wrs:mné, WD {¥8), arrived with the War Dog Platoon which
was assimed.

S E@Ai@nt‘ Two Veterinary Chests No. 30 and one Chest Ho. 81 weire
rmiwd by the Amsy Medical Supply Depobt during this phase and were availsbls
for use by units which were using horses, Other equipsent was adegoeste for
duties ming perforned.

Q. The German Counteroffensive and the Drive to the Roer River (16 December =

22 Febroary}.

ls Insme ction of food aggplj‘.fas. Conbinued as during previeous phase. Smn—

itary inspection of Army (3 Bakeries was 3lso iaken over by the Veterinary

Service at bhe reguest of the Aray (nartermaster,



2. Care of animals. Unibte with Guard Dogs and var Degs were visited

in new locations and notified where Velerlinary Service could be obtalned. Two

units abandoned kennels and had o k dogs in bulld inge witll new houses
could be ilt. The health of the dogs coniimued to Le good. Horses from
the lth xﬁfmtr:g Division, which were .olng cared for at a (martersaster Sale
vage Depol, were left tesporarily undew olivilian csre. These animale ressined
in yood condition during the pmrlied.

4. Personmel. The Velerinary Ofllcer assigned as assistent o e
Aray Veterinerian wag transferred back to the Pigeon Coupany, bub continued
to carpy on the inspection of feod supplics ab the frmy Glass I fsilhead and
Depot. In additlon to thie duly he aseisted the officer from the Hedieal
Leboratory in inspection of Ay truckheads., Inspectlon of (uartersmasier Ha-
kery unite was handled by these same olflcers. Two Veterlnsry Officers were
gained during this poriod by transfer.

L. sguipment. Wo egnipeent wap lost or acquired during this period.
There was adeguate equipss nt for dutles bedng perforued,
De Remaris. FPresent Tables of Jrganisatien t.ia not provide adegquate velers
inary officers to perform 21l dutles nommally required of this service. It
is lspossible Lo exXtend the inspectlcn service :ﬁ‘m‘v food supplies beyond
armay truckheads except whers velerinary collficers are assigned te recelving
urits. Care of anlmals pregented & problem ab times due to lack of veler-
inmary personnel snd would have becone & serious netier if borses suddenly
had been mut Nm{: uge by army unlte on any large scale,
%. Recommendations. That one veberinsry officer with rank of Idsutenant
Colonel be authorized for each corps. <his offiecer should be suthorized two
enlisted aszistants in the prades of gialf Sergeant and Technicim 5%h (rade.
With this additional personnel in the axwy it would be pesslble to provide

mich mors efficlent servies in unlts under their respective corps,



SEGTION XY - NURGING SERVICH

During sugust and Sepbesber amary Firet Ansy hospltelsz were nok
oparational. This gave the nurses thelr fMrst real rest since arriving on
the Gontinent.

In Seybember meny First Aray bospltals were ln the vicinity of Bupen.
For the firsh time since the invasion Flrst frny nureses were 1iving in bullde
inge instead of benbme. A well stocked nurses salss stere was provided in
thils area, and & bosuty shop was placed "on 1lislts® in the Lawm 1 opare

o the 15th of Setober z letier from this office wag sent to hog-
pital comsanders recowwending 508 of the /0 for Becond ldeutenants be rdven
battlafield prowstiong.

fme hundred and sixty BT0-type woolen bathledress came into ‘ﬁ}m

v arsa o &0 Gotcber. This three-plece sull conprising Jacket, skird and

slacks was placed on s.eai@ with priority for (leld hespibals and auxdiliiery
surgleal group surses., This was the Dives uwnlfors made svailable whilch wag
warn, Ssart and wactical. A three-olsce ATH mﬁﬁi&& battle dress anifom
was later lssued to all Fireb U. Se Ay Eﬁmsy

warly in Hovember & llsb wos conplled of all Firsb Army murses.
whilrty-eizht years of age or over, together with all date pertalning thoreto.
This list was sulmitted to the vifiee of the Chiel ”:“»z*gmm, Buropean Theater
of Operations, for the purpese of rotating these mirses o Comunnlcations
Zone units.

Qﬁ 15 Hovember the fourth conference of “irgh Army Chief Wurses was
hald ab the LE5%h Bvacuation Hospital in Fupen. 211 Prineipsl Chief Hurses,
Aselstant Chief Hurpes, and Flateon leaders were present, The purpose of
this cenference was to ascertain the sbtutue of clothing and Post Wxchanue
suppllies for mn:«sz;a,. to reemphasize the laportance of bedside care for natients,
and to encourage greater efforts toward standardization within unite.

fm the 17th and 18th of December appreximetely one hundved First
Arary nurses lost all thelr clothing nd equipnent, due fo o meried axit
from thelr hospitals. Ten of Lhesse nurges in the First Hospl tdl Unit of the
L7th Teld Hospital set up in a schoal house in waimes, Belgimm, were aliost
taken prigonar. *hrough the intoresssion of the platoon comander and a Cer-

man civilian in wiose sgellhesel-shese. nuree ed, the German officer

i ! o

permitted then to remain 4 ) An which these



nurges were oventually evacuated was strafed and bombed by eneny planes.
They finelly reached the 298th Ceneral leospital in Llege where they were
eared for until they rejoined thelr unlt on 23 Deocenber.

The fifth conference of Flrst Us S Army Chlef Wurses was held ab
the 96th gvacustion Hospital on 27 Jamuary 19h5. Agends of the assisband
drectors conferance in Pards early In Uscember wos discussed. otatistics
relative to First Ue 8. Aooy nurses were civen to the group. The new efe
Meieney report was Glscussed in debtall slong with reemphasiging ihe inpore
tanve of adeguate and superlor mursing Cirg.

Taere ware no najor problems concerning ¥iret prmy nurses or the
sureing fervice during this periods, Adequete recrestional facilities were
made avallable and were fully utilized., The murse reinfordements comdng imto

Flrat Aray continued to be rurses who had requestdd duty in & fleld wnit

and in many instances had requested & Firsb sy zm;’;?g.

Hurses Statistlos:

1. Forty-two murses were svacuated as matlenis.

2 Thirty-ive nurse reinforeesents casme to First Arwy hospitals,
Je  Two lnmdred and thirbty curses wore promoted to lst Lisutenant.
Le Fifty-four nurses received the Bronse §tar jward.

5. Pive nurses were awarded the Purple Heart.

6. PFive nurses were awarded the Certificate of Herite



SEQTION K11 ~ PSRSONNEL

‘fhe% ugual procedures for the transfer of nedical personnel beth
inte and out of Plret U, Se Ay wnits were effected.

The provisions of War Depart ent Cireular 99, 19hL, wers placed
in effect inesefdar as Hedledl hdninistrative cerps ofricers were avallable,

In addition to the twentywnine Hedical Adaindstredive Sm@a ol ficers rooeived
in July, sncther shipment of twenty was recedved early in August and wers
igrediately amsigied to corps for remssipment to divisions.

In order ho release ag mmy Hedical Corps officers for resssignmens
as quickly as possible, the pelicy of battlefield appointments of Hedical Ad-
ministretive Corps ofifcers was clesred through the (1 fSectlon, this head-
quarders, and units were Insbruclted to submit recompendabions for appolintaent

This vove fagilibated the filling

on enlished men who were considered ¢
of vacancies created by the reasslgment of ¥edical Corps officers. &b that tise
Hedieal Aduindistrative Uorps replacesents wers nob avellk ble exeept in sssll

nuabergy

Informal arvanpensnts weres Jdlscussed and nade whth the 0flice of

the Chief Surgeon, Huropean Theater of gperations, to estsblish s policy for
rotation of Hedicel Gorps officers who, sither bevause of 2&%:@ ar ﬁﬂ%@d

periods of field and combat duty, were considered not quallified for duly with
forward units. These officers were o be rotated to hosplisls In the Covune

ications Zone gnd replacesents were o be furnished in company rade and not
Parsy

to axesed bthirty-five vears of ag

With the concurrence of e Peputy Chiefl of Stafl, Adwinistration,
this headgquarters, the reassignment ol one Yedicael \’}c:smas of fdeer was made from
each Antlaircralt Artillery Babttallon as called for under provisions of ¥War Dow
partoent Circular 99, 194 . The necessery vedical Aduinistrative %;3:32*53,% replaca.
sente were not available but it was ayreed that the urgency for Hedieal Corps
replacecenis was great enough Lo warrani this massr‘é_gmﬁént with the understande
ing that iledleal Administrative Corps replacesents would be fwmnished ns soon
&g bhey becswme available. This was accouplished shorily therealtor.

Throughout the perlod, the policy of rotating Medical Corps officers
from combat unlte to evacuation hospilals was eflfected insefar as the lisited

Table of Organization of aymy hospiial wadts




on numercus occaslons 1t was found neeedsary to supply divieions
by detalling Medical Corps persomnel to forward units on a temporary duby
gbatus.

In cases whore acute shortages arese, informal arrangenents were
zade for obﬁ&irzmg necessary personnel by telephenisc cemmunleabtion with the
office of the Chief Surpgeon, Buropesn hwabter of Omrdlens. The personnsl
thus obtained were assizned to Headquarters First U 8. Army snd upon arpival
veassigned to lower unlits.

In order to sxpedite the obtalning of necessary Hedical Departnent
pergonnel reinforcements, arrvangesents vere msde with the Uerps Surpeons bo
compunleste frequently with this office and te forwerd verbel reports of
persormel shortages in units under thely cormend, This yroved helpful in
deternining status of Ledical Departent persommel throughout ¥irst Aray.

Permiseion was obtained for substitution of Medical &&aixﬂamm
'of‘fi,séra for dedical Corps offlicers in separabte Army Hedical Colleeting Companies.
bue 1o the nature eaf the mission of these units 1t was thought that services
of Yedical Corps officers were not reguirved and thal these »fflcers could be
vebter utilized in & profédsaional capaciby eksewhere,

Purbher arrengesents were made with Yuropean Theater of Operations
for immediate sppointment of dedical Adninisirative Corps offivers from
First fray nedicel fleld units. The Medical Corps officers thus relesased were

ased in professional assipments.



SZGTION XTTI = MEDICAL STATISTICS

A. Teneral. This portlon of the report of the Medical Section orovides

Pl .
a gumnmary of salient fasts pertalning to the mediesl phase of operatlons of
Fipgh United States Army from the beglnning of the exploltation of the St. lo
bm&:ﬁhmg}a to the close of ithe veriod. Insofar ss possible the tabular and
sraphie date insluded have been arrenged to esincide in date with the various
actions which somorise the cperation, Uhese tables and charts srovide Information
a3 to the numbers and rates of batile ocnsualilesy the ineldence of digesse and
non-battle injuries, the nusbers and proporiions of combal exhaustlon cases,
evacuations fron the arma ared, amabomical dlatrdlbutiong of wounds, ~lgteribution
of wounds by sansative agant, and so forth,

B, Dnarations. The previos report, for the period from 6 June throush
31 July 1904 outlined the planning in f‘“n‘}:mﬁ af the precedures lor the combat
medieal gtatistics reporting system and 1tg institubtlon elfective with arrival

Y

on the combtinent, end also covered the first seven weeks of cperaitions, Juring
that perled wost of ‘he purely mechanical flaws in the system, such as are
irherent In any new and extengive provess, were found and corrected. “hen

it veeame evident %h&t if the Combat Hedlcal Statigblesl Hepord were to serve
the purpose Tor which 1t waa desimed 1is siwmdseion would have 1o he exedited
to guch #n oxtent that the aazzsrali.d,atevd report for the enbtire amg ct)*xgﬁffi he
complebed gomebime during the day follewing that sovered by the report it was
decided that the Hedical Tpoups would be plven the responsinility of sstablishing
a gpeeial courler sepvice for the transwission of the roperts Ifrom unlis within
their respective aress to the 3ifics of the Aryy Surceon. The Hodicel “pouns

>,

ted this responblility in part, at least, to the bhattalions wnder
thely compand untdd 1% evelved inte a sup lemental Munetlon of the evasuating
agencles in the lower echelans. In this wgy 1t wag, in mest instances, vossiyla
te oshialn these essential veports within the time limils lmnoged without vielating
the letter v the svirlt of the nollay. In cerbaln instances it was 1ffieult

to impress those not dirsctly converned wiith the congolidation or unse of these
data of the Imperative need for mestins the deadlines egiablished., Iveninally,
however, the -vompt,efficlent handling of this report became & matter of havit

and the entire gltuation waa 911 concermned., There weve

‘X“

times, however, s ol allEmdu Elacvnd

bex govaes Tesmeas . whoan o



to the preat distances iuvolved, or the tactical situation, some slicht delays

were encountered, In zensral ithe reporting sysienm functioned, as it 8’&’1(7{1_1&, in

an eximakt antomatic manner. This made 1t pmﬁsib‘l&g for the major affort to he

made in riving meximm distribution of the Information gathered to the offecsg op
agencies where 1t would be of nost value for lmmediate operadional use ar for
planning purnoses. Distrib tden of these data werve made %o the Interesied staff
sections and to hi-her nedicsl authorities in the fom of extractions and analyscs as
well as comnlete c::rmmlida%mﬁa. In addition to the latber which are reguired W
resulations or directives, informal arrancensnts were nade to furnish the fol-
lowing items of information remdarly to the versons or offices indicated:

1. Daily Consollidated Cowbal Nedieal Statistieal Peport to the Tplef «f

Firat Apmr,
2, Hunber of Clvilians remaining in hoopitals deily to 05,

3, Migease taiwlations to the Army dedical Consultand,

ong to the Army Suregleal Consuliant.

e Cla-sifiestlon of ¥Wounded tabulal
5. Data on Adwlsslons and Dispositions of Prisensrs of Far 4o the Provosh

¥arshall,

- £y Location of host

ged corsormel bo Interested azencies upon an ;
7« YHame, Tank and Unit of Prisoners of War admitted fo Gw2, OJrder of Batile.
8o Hape, Ran, Ao0 M. and unit of 8.1.¥. cases to the Inpecter foneral.
Y. Weekly Cumilative Tobals of Combat Statistics o 12¢h Arwy Troup, 2lst
Army Troup, SHAXF and the Office of the thief Surgewm.
In Sevterber a part of the Madical Records Division, 0£fice of the Chief
Surgeon, FIOUSA, was esbablished in Pards to rocess the weelly renorts {36ah ans

310) al to receive and transwit the sth r Yedical Depariment repords to that

norbion of the ¥edlcal Recor’s Divis atdll remaining in the Y. %,
Home difficulties were encountered in the Ifflce of the Thiel Surmeon

beeange of ths dlfferences in methods o  reparine and congolidating the Weekly

Statistical Repert {Form S6ab) and the Combat Yediesal Statistiecal Repord ! iopm

323) snd hecanse o7 other vorlations in ovocedure shicsh exisbed amensy the ar

.

¢ 2

A nmesting of Jedlcgl Hecords odorgsonmsl from all the drmy and Pase Seetion hegd-

o

Third,

quarters was celled the latier tart of October. Representa

S

and Winth dvmies and from 2ll the Base 3ections on the continent abie The

o

informal preliminary offibed drbion of the principal weetin-g



were devobed te analysisg of the mpc}rtin wrocedures and the problems of the
fleld ami “Be ine methods of .‘{‘«.‘Er‘;:iﬁi‘:"f; vresaration and sonsolidation within eaeh
army were explained, nmajor varlationg were studied and compromises were agreed
upon which would ald in the anprosch o miformity of methods.

The first wosk of Decewber 104l a second weetine of the Hedical Regoovds

seracangl of the sroles was called, The wime porpose of this conferonce was Lo

conglder the p@a@sﬁ‘:ﬁ.z}.ﬁme@ of wovaepdng the nmedieel recertine srobem as 1b
anplier to fleld armies to slininets overla-ping and duplication of x*‘”:my‘t, and
o deersase Lo the sreatest extent possible the reporting rurden on mits in

the Field, A dreft ocutlining in reneral terms Firet Arg's suopegted plan for
the atieinment of thege objectives was sz&mtm to the rmz‘%mm iveg of the
Third, Jevonth and Hinth Armies for consideration snd digcugsion. This nlan

mat with seneral a proval in priaciple sugeested the discoptlmuence of the nresent
 Heoldly Statistlc LE. Rgport (Form 36ab) and Hospltel Statistieal Nepert (Form 310),
A moditication of the Combat Medical Statisticeal Hepert fors wonld be uged

“or both the dally and weelkl. informabimm desired, The waekly roports from
clearing stations and from hespitels would be prepared by & slimple summation of
the enteriss on the dally reports for the nevied covered, Ald stations and dige
pensaries weuld gubmit & report weekly on this standard foem coverdng only

those cigsos of wiich they mele final Slaposition, It wes deeided thet the mede

ical statistics -rovp in each sy would prepare & draft of a oroposed revised

Corboat Hedieal Statistical Bepord and subelt 13 %o the Office of the Chief 5
for ecorrelation of the ideas contalned and for oreparation of the final fowm

and issnance of the directive subting the new repcoriting srysbten inko effrol,

- 1 -
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